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Oliver Reed: 10 essential films | BFI

Exuding sinister charisma, Reed excels as the dashing but dangerous leader of The Pack, who leads American heiress Louise Sorel astray. Reed
feared for his career after his face required 63 stitches following a pub glassing. Scripted by Melvyn Bragg , the former is a modish but masterly
blend of biography and musical interpolation.

Given the current security situation, the story of upper-class siblings who plot to borrow the crown jewels by distracting the police with a series of
bomb hoaxes may seem in poor taste. The Establishment satire lacks bite 50 years on, but this remains slick, crackling fin. Reed tempers the



villainy, however, to present a Victorian variation on the angry young man. But Ken Russell insisted on casting Reed, as his animalistic machismo
was key to the character of Gerald Crich, the mine-owning scion whose struggle to return the affection of either best friend Rupert Birkin Bates or
artist Gudrun Brangwen Glenda Jackson culminates in Alpine tragedy. Amid the nudity, hysteria and sadomasochism running rampant in a
provincial French town in, Reed bristles with debased self-righteousness as Fr Urbain Grandier, whose enemies exploit the confession of a
hunchbacked nmun Vanessa Redgrave to accuse him of heresy and witchcraft.

Having discovered a flair for swashbuckling with John Gilling during his Hammer days, Reed teamed up with Richard Lester for a spiritedly faithful
adaptation of the Alexandre Dumas classic that had briefly been considered as a Beatle-Bardot vehicle in the s. The reason for his brooding
acrimony is revealed in a poignant speech over a flashback into his past in sequel The Four Musketeers , which was cobbled together from the
excess footage Lester had amassed while filming at over 50 locations across Spain. Critics lazily complained that Reed merely played a version of
himself, while Roeg objectified the often semi- naked Amanda Donohoe. But Reed who shed four stone for the role is compellingly vulgar and
vulnerable in this fascinating study of nature, mortality and sexual power.
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He played a bouncer in The Two Faces of Dr. Jekyll for Hammer Films with whom he would become associated; the director was Terence
Fisher. Reed was then in The Bulldog Breed , another Wisdom film, playing the leader of a gang of Teddy Boys roughing up Wisdomin a cinerma.
Everybody thought I was a cripple. Reed returned to Hammer for The Brigand of Kandahar , playing a villainous Indian in an imperial action film
for Gilling. He later called it the worst film he ever made for Hammer. He had a regular role in the TV series R3 Reed's career stepped up another
level when he starred in the popular comedy film The Jokers , his second film with Winner, alongside Michael Crawford. Onstage, they brought
new vigour to Shakespeare and Shaw. Onscreen, they made British cinema sexy in classic filns including Lawrence of Arabia , Oliver! NPR , 27
March Reed's star rose further as a result of playing Bill Sikes in Oliver!

It was a huge hit, winning the Academy Award for Best Picture , with Reed receiving praise for his villainous performance. More successful than
either was his fourth film with Russell, a film version of Women in Love , in which he wrestled naked with Alan Bates in fiont of a log fire. An
anecdote holds that Reed could have been chosen to play James Bond. In, Bond franchise producers Albert R. Broccoli and Harry Saltzman
were looking for a replacement for Sean Connery and Reed who had recently played a resourceful killer in The Assassination Bureau was
mentioned as a possible choice for the role, with Timothy Dalton and Roger Moore as the other choices.

After Reed's death, the Guardian Unlimited called the casting decision, "One of the great missed opportunities of post-war British movie history. In
March he said he would make a film, The Offering , which he would co-write and produce, but it was not made. He had a cameo in Russell's
Lisztomania Reed returned to the horror genre as Dr. From the s onwards Reed's filns had less success.

He did a comedy for Charles B. Griffith , Dr. Heckyl and Mr. Hype and played Gen. Rodolfo Graziani in Lion of the Desert , which co-starred
Anthony Quinn and chronicled the resistance to Italian occupation of Libya. Reed was a villain in Disney's Condorman and did the horror film
Venom Clash of Loyalties , which dealt with Leachman's exploits during the revolution in Mesopotamia modern-day Iraq. He says he was
contemplating quitting acting when Nicolas Roeg cast him in Castaway as the middle aged Gerald Kingsland , who advertises for a "wife" played
by Amanda Donohoe to live on a desert island with him for a year. Most of these were exploitation films produced by the impresario Harry Alan
Towers filmed in South Africa and released straight to video in the United States and United Kingdom. His final role was the elderly slave dealer
Proximo in Ridley Scott 's Gladiator , in which he played alongside Richard Harris , [29] an actor whom Reed admired greatly both on and off the
screen.

In addition to acting, Reed released several singles in the popular music vein, though with limited success. In, Reed married Kate Byrne. While
filming his part of Bill Sikes in Oliver! In , he married Josephine Burge, to whom he remained married until his death. When they met in, she was
16 years old and he was In, Reed was in the Crazy Elephant nightclub in Leicester Square and got into a dispute at the bar with a couple of men
that ended with Reed walking away with a dismissive remark.

They waited until he went to the toilet, followed him in and attacked him with broken bottles. According to his brother, subsequent to the attack,
when arguing, the burly Reed would bring his hands up in a gesture that was defensive but many men found very intimidating. In Reed was
unsuccessfully sued by his former stuntman, stand-in and fiiend Reg Prince, for an alleged spinal injury incurred by the latter while on location for
the filming of Castaway. He claimed to have turned down major roles in two Hollywood movies, including The Sting although he did appear in the



sequel The Sting I1. When the s UK government raised taxes on personal income, Reed initially declined to join the exodus of major British film
stars to Hollywood and other more tax-friendly locales. In the late s Reed relocated to Guernsey as a tax exile. Reed often described hinself as a
British patriot and preferred to live in the United Kingdom over relocating to Hollywood.

According to Robert Sellers Reed tried reenlisting, at age 44, in the British army following the outbreak of the conflict but was tuned down. Reed
was known for his alcoholism and binge drinking. Reed subsequently revised the story, claiming he drank pints of beer on a two-day binge before
marrying Josephine Burge: 'The event that was reported actually took place during an arm-wrestling competition in Guernsey , about 15 years ago;
it was highly exaggerated. Reed became a close friend and drinking partner of The Who 's drummer Keith Moon in, while working together on the
film version of Tommy. It was awful to see. Reed was often irritated that his appearances on television chat shows concentrated on his drinking
feats, rather than his acting career and latest filrs.

On 26 September , while Reed was interviewed by Johnny Carson on The Tonight Show , Shelley Winters , angered by derogatory comments
Reed had made about feminists and wommen's liberation , poured a cup of whiskey over his head on-camera. Reed was held partly responsible for
the demise of BBC1 's Sin on Saturday after some typically forthright comments on the subject of lust, the sin featured on the first programme. The
series had many other issues, and a fellow-guest revealed that Reed recognised this when he arrived, and virtually had to be dragged in front of the
cameras.

Near the end of'his life, he was brought onto some television series specifically for his drinking; for example The Word put bottles of vodka in his
dressing room so he could be secretly filmed getting drunk. According to Reed the whole thing was a stunt "'[ knew all about the "secret" camera,
and the vodka was water" , and that he was paid to "act drunk". However, Evil Spirits , a biography of Reed that was written by Cliff Goodwin,
offered the theory that Reed was not always as drunk on chat shows as he appeared to be, but rather was acting the part of an uncontrollably
sodden former star to liven things up, at the producers' behests. In October , Reed was arrested in Vermont , where he was tried and acquitted of
disturbing the peace while drunk. In his final years, when he lived in Ireland, Reed was a regular in the one-roomed O'Brien's Bar in Churchtown,
County Cork , close to the 13th-century cemetery in the heart of the village where he would be buried.

Reed died froma heart attack during a break from filming Gladiator in Valletta , Malta , on the afternoon of 2 May After beating five much
younger Royal Navy sailors at arm-wrestling, Reed suddenly collapsed, dying while en route to hospital in an ambulance. The actor Omid Djalili,
who was also in Malta at the time of Reed's death filming Gladiator , said during an interview in "He hadn't had a drink for months before filming
started Everyone said he went the way he wanted, but that's not true. It was very tragic. He was in an Irish bar and was pressured into a drinking
competition. He should have just left, but he didn't. Co-star David Hemmings was a long time friend of Reed's, and in Scott stated, "David
Hemmings Cassius promised to look after him and said to me [upon his death], I'mreally sorry, old boy". A funeral for Reed was held in
Churchtown, County Cork , [61] in Ireland where he had resided during the last years of his life.

His body was interred in Churchtown's Bruhenny Graveyard. As a result of his death, Reed's remaining scenes in Gladiator had to be completed
using a body double and computer-generated imagery CGI techniques. He has visited me in dreans and asked me to talk kindly of him. So |
should From Wikipedia, the fiee encyclopedia. English actor. Wimbledon, London , England. Valletta , Malta. Kate Byrne. Josephine Burge.
Main article: Oliver Reed filmography. London: Virgin Publishing Ltd. ISBN OCLC He was married to Josephine Burge and Kate Byrme. He died
on May 2, in Valletta, Malta. See full bio ». Died: May 2 , age 61 in Valletta, Malta. Filmography by Job Trailers and Videos.
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think of him as a drunk making a boorish spectacle of himself on chat shows and Channel Four foruns like After Dark. But controversy had a way
of finding Oliver Reed, whose alcoholism and genius for bad publicity began impacting upon his career from the mids. There were several last
chances amid the thick ears made for producers like Harry Alan Towers and Saddam Hussein.

Yet, as he proved with his scene-stealing cameo in Funny Bones , he remained a bloody good actor. Blacklisted director Joseph Losey accepted
the project to warn of the dangers of atomic power. The resulting treatise on art and science is fitful, but haunting, Exuding sinister charisma, Reed
excels as the dashing but dangerous leader of The Pack, who leads American heiress Louise Sorel astray. Reed feared for his career after his face
required 63 stitches following a pub glassing. Scripted by Melvyn Bragg , the former is a modish but masterly blend of biography and musical
mterpolation. Given the current security situation, the story of upper-class siblings who plot to borrow the crown jewels by distracting the police
with a series of bomb hoaxes may seem in poor taste.

The Establishment satire lacks bite 50 years on, but this remains slick, crackling fun.
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Scripted by Melvyn Bragg , the former is a modish but masterly blend of biography and nusical interpolation. Given the current security situation,
the story of upper-class siblings who plot to borrow the crown jewels by distracting the police with a series of bomb hoaxes may seem in poor
taste. The Establishment satire lacks bite 50 years on, but this remains slick, crackling fun. Reed tempers the villainy, however, to present a
Victorian variation on the angry young man. But Ken Russell insisted on casting Reed, as his animalistic machismo was key to the character of
Gerald Crich, the mine-owning scion whose struggle to return the affection of either best friend Rupert Birkin Bates or artist Gudrun Brangwen
Glenda Jackson culminates in Alpine tragedy.

Amid the nudity, hysteria and sadomasochism running rampant in a provincial French town in, Reed bristles with debased self-righteousness as Fr
Urbain Grandier, whose enemies exploit the confession of a hunchbacked nun Vanessa Redgrave to accuse him of heresy and witchcraft. Having
discovered a flair for swashbuckling with John Gilling during his Hammer days, Reed teamed up with Richard Lester for a spiritedly faithful
adaptation of the Alexandre Dumas classic that had briefly been considered as a Beatle-Bardot vehicle in the s. The reason for his brooding
acrimony is revealed in a poignant speech over a flashback into his past in sequel The Four Musketeers , which was cobbled together from the
excess footage Lester had amassed while filming at over 50 locations across Spain.

Critics lazily complained that Reed merely played a version of himself, while Roeg objectified the often semi- naked Amanda Donohoe. But Reed
who shed four stone for the role is compellingly vulgar and vulnerable in this fascinating study of nature, mortality and sexual power. Robert
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