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Playing the Game: Life and Politics in Papua New Guinea
Reviewed by Lyndon Megarrity. I can understand Susurunga more than I can speak it. Refresh and try again. Alderson marked it as to-read Feb
01, Denita marked it as to-read Sep 08, Julius Chan's highly readable memoir should encourage more Australians to develop more curiosity about
PNG, its complex history and multiple cultures. Forgot username? My mother was a little ashamed because all they had were tins of fish, bully beef
and rice. Novemberno. While I spent my very early years on Tanga, I was only a little boy, too young to absorb the language and certainly not old
enough to have any memories. Chinese people similar to my father's age and standing, however, looked down on him for, as they saw it, going so
low as to marry a black woman. But if you want to see what a real crisis looks like, consider India. From there, aroundI understand another distant
Chinese relative asked my father to go to Himau in New Ireland to build a coconut plantation. My mother's language is called Susurunga and the
languages in Tanga and Namatanai are different again. I do not know a great deal about my mother's early history, but I do know that young girls
had to preserve their virginity before they got married. Johanna Stratton is currently reading it May 12, Playing the Game: Life and Politics in Papua
New Guinea Lyndon Megarrity is a Queensland historian and tertiary teacher. Apparently they were suspicious that my father had been involved in
the escape of some Australians from their Japanese captors, which would have violated their rule at the time. The plantation at Tanga is still in our
family today; however, the size has reduced from the 70 hectares acres we used to have because Playing the Game: Life and Politics in Papua
New Guinea gave 20 hectares to the church to Playing the Game: Life and Politics in Papua New Guinea a high school, which opened in It also
explores the vexed issues of increasing corruption, government failure, and the unprecedented exploitation of its precious natural resources. The
local people would help us when we had Playing the Game: Life and Politics in Papua New Guinea hide in an underground tunnel to escape the
American planes on a bombing run. Papa wanted to train us in a certain way so he always spoke to us in Chinese, rarely in Pidgin. Eventually my
uncle became a maritime skipper, and was known as 'The Captain' or 'Captain Him'. We rarely hear about our near neighbour, unless there is a
Playing the Game: Life and Politics in Papua New Guinea reported in the media. He did not talk too much about his early experiences in Papua
New Guinea — by the time we came along, this part of his life was old news. January-Februaryno. Serena added it Jun 10, She would not have to
demarcate the land or enforce it legally, because everyone knows that she has the authority of custom, a system that has been handed down for
generations. X How to resolve AdBlock issue? In this sense, the book is more than a political memoir; it is a comment on enduring themes of
paternalism, race, sovereignty and friendship. Friend Reviews. It would have been the easiest thing for him to do because everybody needed
clothes in Rabaul and he had no other profession. Jul 30, Mounika Reddy Karri rated it it was amazing. Hanua Hisiu marked it as to-read Jan 10, I
believe my father began working as a tailor. To see what your friends thought of this book, please sign up. Linda Berends rated it really liked it Oct
17, There would have been a bride price exchange but probably no more than a bag of rice because my father was not a rich person. Readers also
enjoyed. Julius Chan. The Chinese are peculiar people in that they want to dominate and have fixed ideas about the way life should be. That was
when I decided I wanted to live there. In Australia had been given a mandate by the League of Nations to rule the northeastern half of the territory,
formerly called German New Guinea, which included New Britain and New Ireland. Julius Chan talks about his life, life in PNG, the formation of a
country, his role in establishing the national currency and banking system, his role as Prime Minister, Foreign Minister and Finance Minister. Error
rating book. Catherine rated it really liked it Jan 26, The truthfulness of each account and by extension, the value of the genre, will always be
questioned — often with good reason. She came from Nokon village on the east coast of New Ireland. Chan has played a significant role during
these decades of political, economic and social change. Later, I realised that because I was in between two cultures, it meant I had the opportunity
to be both. In the first memoir by a Papua New Guinean leader in forty years, Sir Julius Chan explores his decision in to hire a private military
force, Sandline International, to quell the ongoing civil crisis in Bougainville. Details if other :. I was particularly close to her eldest brother, my
Uncle Sam, for whom I had enormous respect. My father wanted to make sure that we were given the same chances as everyone else. My father
— whom we called Papa — was quite a serious person and very disciplined. For this reason alone, it is a thoroughly entertaining read. Students of
Papua New Guinean history will find that the book raises as many questions as it answers when it comes to some of the key events, of which the
Bougainville conflict and the Sandline Affair loom the largest. Patricia Scotman marked it as to-read Apr 16,
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