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Eden Gray (born June 9, 1901) began his life as Priscilla Pardridge, debutant from Chicago and second cousin of Princess Engalitcheff, the wife of the Russian vice-adviser. Even in her youth, Priscilla decided to become a stage actress. Although her family owned the Garrick Theatre in Chicago (as well as a large department store), her father snatched her
from the spotlight and took a menial job at another department store. It wasn't long before she slipped to New York, where, at the age of 19 and without her parents' knowledge, she married the Chicago poet, novelist and screenwriter Lester Cohen (who wrote the screenplay for Of Human Bondage, among others). From 1920 to 1933 she appeared in a
number of Broadway plays, including Edith Wharton's The Age of Innocence, 1928 at the Empire Theatre in New York (photo right) and Doctor X on Broadway (see poster). She also starred in three films, known as Pamela Gordon in the 1925 film Lovers in Quarantine, and did not appear with Ronald Reagan in King's Row until 1942 (although she had only a
glimpse of her at a window in the film, she and Reagan shared an interest in positive thinking and astrology). She and her husband also embarked on a multi-year journey, which he described in his book Two Worlds: An Account of a Journey around the World. During World War II, she put her acting career on hold to become a laboratory technician with the
Women's Army Corps. After living in Pennsylvania, Virginia, Indiana, Paris and London, and working on radio and the London stage, Gray moved back to New York. She received her doctorate from the First Church of Religious Science and then taught courses in humanities. Gray also met the librarian Gertrude Moakley, who had been researching the
origins of Tarot in Renaissance Italy since the early 1950s (see bio by Moakley here). In the late 1950s and 1960s, Eden Gray ran a bookstore and a publishing house called Inspiration House, one of the few places to buy tarot cards and take tarot classes. Her clients complained that the available books were not easy to understand, so she spent weekends
in the country to find a more accessible way to approach the maps. Eden Gray published her first book Tarot Revealed: A Modern Guide to Reading the Tarot Cards in 1960, to which she applied her New Thought perspective (see my previous post here). She had her first success with two other Tarot books: A Complete Guide to the Tarot (1970) and
Mastering the Tarot: Basic Lessons in an Ancient, Mystic Art (1971). All have prints by their artist son Peter Gray Cohen. These books are continuously printed and are still among the best-selling tarot books. My personal favorite is the mastery of the Tarot, Tarot, Meanings are the richest of the three, and there are practical demonstrations of the
interpretation of the maps through sample readings. Lesson 18, The Use and Misuse of the Tarot, is a small gem of the New Thought philosophy and positive thinking applied to the cards. Gray advises: So pay attention to the pitfalls when reading the cards; recognize how much everyone can be suggested – and then go ahead and use the cards forever . . .
Give those for whom you read encouragement to strive for their highest ideals. The seeds you plant can bloom to beautiful flowers of completion. Along with various editions of the Rider-Waite-Smith Deck (de Laurence, University Books, Albano-Waite, Merrimack, U.S. Games, Inc.), Eden Gray's Tarot books were the main impetus for the hippie adoption of
Tarot as a spiritual guide to navigation on a world-turned-head that led directly to the booming Tarot Renaissance that began in 1969. It was Eden Gray, to whom we owe the term Fool's Journey, which appears as the title of the epilogue in A Complete Guide to the Tarot. She explained: The fool represents the soul of every human being who, after being
clothed in a body, appears on earth and goes through the life experiences depicted in the 21 maps of Major Arcana, which are sometimes considered archetypes of the subconscious. Every reader should use his imagination and find here his own map of the search of the soul, because these are symbols that are deep in each of us. In 1960, she had already
alluded to the idea, saying that the fool must pass through the experiences suggested in the remaining 21 cards to reach the climax of cosmic consciousness or Divine Wisdom in Map 21 – an idea that resonated deeply with the hippies – and that Gray was probably taken up by A.E. Waite, who wrote about the progress of the soul through the maps. In 1971,
Gray moved to Vero Beach, Florida, where she focused on her art and spiritual service. She was a member of the Vero Beach Art Club and the Riverside Theater and Theater Guild. In the 1990s, they contacted several people about their previous work in Tarot, including Ron Decker and Janet Berres of the International Tarot Society. Berres honored Gray
with the Tarot Lifetime Acheivement Award at her third International Tarot Congress in Chicago in 1997. It was here that Eden Gray was astonished to learn how much she was revered for her groundbreaking Tarot books. (I received this bronze statue of the Hanging Man, created by Eden Gray (see right) by Barbara Rapp at the Los Angeles Tarot
Symposium to honor my work in Tarot. Read here how important it is while I Tarot Reversals book writes. Read more about Eden Gray here.) This adventurous, groundbreaking woman and Godmother of the Modern American Tarot Renaissance died peacefully in her sleep in January at the age of 97. Years. In 1999 in Vero Beach, after she had gone to the
hospital after a mild heart attack. Her books (with first release date): Tarot Revealed (1960) Recognition: Themes on Inner Perception (1969) A Complete Guide to the Tarot (1970) Mastering the Tarot (1971) The Harvest Home Natural Grains Cookbook with Mary Beckwith Cohen (19 72) The Harvest Home Fresh Vegetables Cookbook with Mary Beckwith
Cohen (1972) Marbling on Fabric with Daniel and Paula Cohen (1990) You can hear it briefly in this rerun of a Long John Nebel talk radio show from New York in 1964 (thanks to Kim). Be warned that it is dominated only in a few sentences in a show by Walter Martin, who has written an anti-cult/occult book from a Christian perspective. She allegedly
appeared in other fog shows, but I can't find her on the net. Just found: Eden Gray as Angela in The Firebrand, 1924-25. She played the model of the Renaissance artist Benvenuto Cellini. The play was described as: a modern farce camouflaged in the traps of the Renaissance, or a sixteenth-century comedy that was jazzed up to inspire a 1925 audience.
You can also see another photo of her here. Top reviews The last top reviews I picked up this book again, after about 30 years, recently read some how-to-write instructions that deal with Jungian archetypes that remind me of Tarot symbolism. For example, the fact that character archetypes have reversed mirror image opposites of themselves, etc. I believe
that the Tarot has more to do with Jung and less with the BS about ancient Egypt, Kabbalah, and so on, what some carts in a fake turban will tell you. That is, the Tarot is one of those inexplicable t I took this book again, after about 30 years, recently read some how-to-write instructions that are made with Jungian archetypes that remindme me of Tarot
symbolism. For example, the fact that character archetypes have reversed mirror image opposites of themselves, etc. I believe that the Tarot has more to do with Jung and less with the BS about ancient Egypt, Kabbalah, and so on, what some carts in a fake turban will tell you. That is, the tarot is one of those inexplicable things that I found a long time ago
that seem to work (the other thing that comes to mind is reflexology), despite the contradictory hogwash reasons given why. The cards we have now are not old, although the SMITH (happy to see in the intervening years since I used the cards that gave it more credit to the woman who actually pulled the damn things) deck is beautiful and meaningful. The
British have a nice word --tosh -- that's good which describes much of the occult horse hockey produced in the last century, courtesy of Aleister Crowley and other charlatans who in turn looked down on true narrators. There is a lot of BS to go here. Tosh Sounds Tosh Sounds Or bollocks. In other words, it can be scary. Gray seems to have gone out of
fashion with the occult elite, but her books have given me some readings as a young man. But then I found their true value was more than a TAT or Rorschach to help a troubled friend think of a dilemma. It has always been important to point out that the future is not destiny: Gray is good at softening some of these things. I'm about as far away from mentally
as you can be, and I had some eye-openers with Gray in my hand. That is, at the time, I preferred Gray tarot Revealed, which I have since misplaced, so I go through memory. It repeats much of the content (the two books could be merged by a good editor, as I remember), but gives more details about possible meanings. ... For centuries, the strange and
beautiful tarot cards have been an endless source of fascination. Now one of the leading authorities in this field reveals the intricacies of this ancient art.  With detailed reproductions and explanations, Eden Gray gives explicit advice on the three different ways to read the maps and use the tarot for divination and meditation. Both beginners and advanced
followers will find insights into the ancient history of Tarot in this book. The Tarot is a symbolic record of human experiences. Through deep-rooted mystical powers, the cards perform miracles of psychological insight, wise counsel and precise divination. —From A Complete Guide to the Tarot For centuries, the strange and beautiful Tarot cards have been an
endless source of fascination. Now one of the leading authorities in this field reveals the intricacies of this ancient art.  With detailed reproductions and explanations, Eden Gray gives explicit advice on the three different ways to read the maps and use the tarot for divination and meditation. Both beginners and advanced followers will find insights into the
ancient history of Tarot in this book. The Tarot is a symbolic record of human experiences. Through deep-rooted mystical powers, the cards perform miracles of psychological insight, wise counsel and precise divination. —from A Complete Guide to the Tarot Be the first to know! More of Eden Gray and book picks sent directly to your inbox More from Eden
Gray and book picks sent directly to your inbox Dismiss! Something great is on the way. Back to top Visit other websites on penguin Random House Network Network
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