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© 1996-2014, Amazon.com, Inc. or its branch Note from the editor: Hans-Werner Lienau is a published author, character collector, high-value railroader model and diorama builder in Hamburg, Germany. Me, when Hans-Verner, when | helped him track down a set of big Lionel numbers for his collection. When Hans-Werner's hobby of
collecting characters from Elastolin and similar brands collided with the purchase of the LGB train, he decided to start using some of his pieces in the environment with his trains on a large scale. When | saw the desert photo in the title, | asked him for more information and sent the photos on this page and a brief explanation. | tried to fill in
the gaps where | thought it was necessary. This particular project is best suited for use with large-scale trains (such as LGB and AristoCraft), but the principle of reminging toys for use for models applies to any scale. Before | teach my project, I'd like to fill in the background on me and my combination of model railroading and wild Western
characters. Plastic figures and toy trains — Since my first school days, I've had a HO model railway and some books by German Wild West author Karl May. His characters, including Indian Winnetou and his friend Old Shatterhand, were heroes of my childhood. Every day going home after school | had to walk past a small shop that sold
heinerle-wundert one (surprise bag, literally Bag of Wonder). While you never knew exactly what you were going to get, it always included sweets and one 60mm figure. The themes of the numbers varied from the Wild West to farmland or Africa. They were made by domplast, Manurba or Jean. Since then, | have been collecting plastic
figures (although these days | mostly collect elastolin data from the German company Hausser). In those years, my favorite summer activity was playing with my characters outside. My favorite winter activity was model railroading in the basement. As | got a little older and started spending time with other activities, my numbers gradually
disappeared. But the figures of the wild west remained in a forgotten bag deep in my mother's basement. LGB revives interest in both hobbies - A few years later, when my little daughter and | saw the layout of LGB, both hobbies woke up again at the same time. We were hoping to build an outdoor railway using LGB trains, Pola buildings
and elastolin and Preiser figures. But there is always a difference between theory and reality — we were only able to create a temporary layout, and most of it was built inside. Planning Dioramas - All the time | also planned to build dioramas to display pieces from my collection of characters - most of them should not stay on the garden
railway for long anyway. But under my current circumstances, the only time trains run is for Christmas, so | focused on building diorams. In the meantime, my From the wild west the numbers have grown to about 1000, and | sometimes repaint cheap characters or build my own from scratch. The first conversion of My Desert Diorama
began to become a reality after visiting Flohmarkt (Flea Market), where | picked up some cheap plastic cacti that were made in China. One of them was a bizarre green, so | decided to give them all a new color job. Before and after photos are below: [Note from the editor: The detail of the photo on the right shows the kind of detail the work
Hans-Werner does in his image. Although this step did not explain, it looks like it mixed fine sand with paint for the base, then, when it was dry, wiped with a slightly paler color to bring out the structure of the sand. The needles on the cactus also appear to be fine white sand, probably wiped off while the paint was still wet. ] Off-brand
prickly pear gets the same treatment. Playmobil's Cactus Get the Same Treatement | liked the new look so much that | also started painting my Playmobil cactus (from file 7068). | also started planning desert diorama to use for photographing my characters. Finally, Playmobil's saguaro gets a makeover. Other Playmobil Accessories It
went so well that | started borrowing pieces from other Playmobil sets. The base of this dead tree from set 3748 gets the same treatment as the other bases. The tree is painted gray, then wiped with a different color with a brush that is almost dry. This dead tree set is from set 4205. the base gets plugged in before the paint continues. This
designation is from set 3748. Using a dry brush or similar approach will allow you to weather the sign without smoothing the font. Playmobile Fauna Of course, no American desert is complete without wildlife, alive or dead. So | pulled out my Playmobil vultures and painted them carefully. Attention to detail, such as painting their talons with
contrasting color. A set of bleached cow bones and a pair of plastic sidewinders also passed through a detailed and dry brush. Here, modernized animals and other accessories are placed together on a sand base that uses the same color as cactus stands. In the photo on the right, | placed one of my large locomotives to give a sense of
the size of these things. Conclusion Remember that this whole project began with a trip to the flea market. Pay attention to toys or other things that you can use to add interest in the model railway, exhibition village, diorama or other display. Also, if you have a similar project that you would like to share with your fellow readers and
hobbyists, we would like to add it to our site, and we will be sure to give you full credit for your post. To return to the BIG Indoor Trains (tm) Primer Page, click here. Whether you're building a desert diorama because you want an Egyptian theme with pyramids and other things, or you're building a diorama because Make battle scenes from
WW | or WW Il these techniques will work well for you. The desert is still the same for both of us! If you want a full tutorial from start to finish on how to do diorama with this kind of theme, you should check out my Egyptian diorama. But if you are familiar with diorama making techniques | have desert details here. White sand For the most
realistic look, you can use real sand. It is available online at amazon.com and at almost every arts and crafts store. How to attach sand to diorama You will put even a coat of sand on the whole diorama, but it will not be perfect. First, you should paint the surface with the color of sand. This will cover up any irregularities in the sand. Use a
color that is about the same color as the sand you use but is not very critical. After the paint has dried, mix the white glue with the same part of the water. This is in the metal cup I'm using. Then it's just a diorama brush. Once you have even a coat then just sprinkle sand on it. Put on a nice even coat. Adding details An excellent desert
detail are small tufts of yellowish grass. You can buy this grass from forest paintings, or you can improvise something like cutting bristles from a brush. You put them together as in the picture, put a little glue on the terrain, and then glue the bundle directly into a piece of glue. Desert Diorama Products and Supplies Scene-A-Rama Desert
Oasis Diorama Kit Use this kit to create a flat, sand finish for your diorama. It contains everything you need and is great for making prehistoric habitats, coastlines, wastelands, beaches, missions or desert projects where sand is your main focus. Scene-A-Rama Desert Plants Use this kit to add realistic-looking cacti, grasses, tumbleweed,
short and tall grasses, weeds, bushes, ivy, vines and desert flora on any diorama or display. Safari LTD Desert Toob Each character is professionally shaped and finely hand-painted Excellent carry-along for every excursion, because the figures are neatly wrapped in acetate tube products are phthalate-free and thoroughly tested for
safety to protect your child's health Best is our desert toob, replica size: 4 to 7.5 cm (1.5 to 3 (4 to 7.5 cm) Includes explorer, horned lizara , cactus saguaro , road runner, scorpion and rattle snake Also includes coyote, large horn ram, bobcat, armadillo, cougar and prairie dog SCENE-A-RAMA DESERT SAND Use desert sand to create a
desert or parched climate, beach or coastline, or as a clean, flat surface to view. More tutorials for your Desert Diorama Sculpt miniature sphinx : How to carve a miniature sphinx. This is part of the Egyptian Diormy I'm doing. Make origami pyramid if there are pyramids on diorama here is a quick way to fold them from paper. A neat little
project that is easy. | have a lot of other origami projects too. Make origami pyramid Do you like to do projects and explore different hobbies? Sign up for my free newsletter. | give you regular updates on hobbies and projects that you can do. it is completely free and | do not share my email with anyone. In stock - boats Tuesday Typical
French city advertising column or kiosk dates back to 1800. But it can also be used in other European urban scenes. The kit contains 2 resinous parts, unassembled and unlaked. Height (approx.) 12 cm INCLUDING French poster! €12,95 Nice little authentic water, usable in almost any setting. Very detailed. Material: resin (9 parts) and a
piece of rope. Unassembled and unlaid. Size (approx.) Height 73 mm, width 50 mm 14.95 World War | memorial is located in many French villages. This highly detailed model includes the French fleur-de-lis, a typical French Christian symbol and plaquette 1914-1918. An original sign of your WWII or a modern diorama or vignette. Scale:
1:35 Material: Resin Unlaid and unassembled Set includes: - Obelisk (11cm) - Square tiled base (8cm x 8cm) - Planter - Flowers - Flowers - 4 Bollards - Metal chain €18.95 If you're creating the eastern front of a WW2 urban diorama or vignette, it might be interesting... This very well reminiscent of Stalin buste comes to a highly detailed
base/pedestal. You can choose to paint the bust with either bronze or stone. It also includes a small printed Cyrillic nametag (Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin). - Un painted and unassembled. - Material: Gypsum base, buste resin - Height: 13cm. - LS suitable for a scale of 1:35 / 54mm. - The image is for example/scale only purpose and not
included. €18.95 This set includes 2 vintage street lights. Ideal for all urban (WW2) diorama. - 1 resin post - 2 plastic lanterns with white 'glass' - 2 plastic handlebars (optional use) - 2 Laser cut cardboard holders Height post + lantern: 12.6 cm (9.5 cm + 3.1 cm) Unassembled and unasperched. €10.95 5 Resinvintage &amp; modern
pieces. High quality casting. Suitable for any urban diorama or character vignette. No assembly required. Not painted. € 5.95 tank 1:35 scale - RESIN A great item for any 'industrial' theme diorama. This gas/fuel tank is a sharp one-piece casting made of high quality gray resin. Also included are 3 Enamel Smoking Ban. Not painted, they
don't need any assebly. Size approx.: height: 50mm - length: 100mm - width: 44mm. Suitable for scale 1:32 / 54mm. €12.95 Set includes: Tires / Gas cylinders / Oil drums / Canisters / Bags or bags € 10.95 DioDump DD146-B Cargo supplies #2 The kit includes: Logs / Large wooden crate / Small wooden crates / Kar concrete boxes /
Bricks € 1 €10,95 DioDump DD146-C Cargo supplies VALUE PACK (set #1 + set #2) €19.95 DioDump DD145 German WW?2 insignia - Scale - RESIN These highly detailed replicas of authentic German German Will be a great decoration for your diorama, display or character base. Sizes: Panzer badge: 59 x 40mm - Iron Cross: 41 x 41
mm. Material: Resin (gray - uncoated). €5.95 Old wooden bar, detailed on both sides. 5 Resinous parts including a small sheet of Polish world war ii posters. (If you heed more WW2 posters see diorama prints section). Size approx. 20.4 cm x 7 cm. Not painted and unassembled. The base and image are not included. €10.95 Reddish-
brown brass chain. Fine chain links approx. 2 mm long, 1.5 mm wide, 0.5 mm thick . Length: 100 cm. Suitable for different scales. You can use 'Blacken-it' or a similar product for blackening effects. €4.95 This authentic Statue of Mary will be a great addition to your urban (World War Il) diorama or vignette. 2 Highly detailed, unlaid light
grey resinous parts. Realistic stone 'look and feel'. Height including base: 88mm Suitable for other scales! For example, a military figure, vehicle, and scenery are reference-only and not included. Packed in a protective blister. €8.95 Highly detailed chicken coop for 1:35 scale (World War 1) diorama or vignette. The kit consists of 7 high



quality resin castings and 2 aluminum corrugated roof sheets. Height approximately 6 cm. Not painted and unassembled. The image is for scale/purpose example only and IS NOT included. If you're looking for a bigger chicken coop, check out the DioDump DD115 €14.95 These improvised anti-tank barriers were often erected by German
civilians to stop or at least slow the Allied advance into German cities during the last months of World War Il. They were built from a large variation of heavy debris. Often log or steel bar case filled with brick rubble. Due to the variant on all sides, multiple obstacles can be used if necessary. High quality one-piece resin casting. Not painted.
Size | x w x h: approx: 140 mm x 48 mm x 55 mm For example, the image is for the purpose only and is not included. €15.95 Get inspired by DioDump's latest creation! This authentic and very detailed Buddha statue will look great in any Vietnam or jungle diorama. Sharp quality castings in hard plaster. Including a small bag of mossy
material. Suitable for scales 1: 48 to 1:35. Sizes approx.: height 200mm, width 120mm, depth 40mm Picture and scenery are for example / scale only purpose and are not included. Not painted. No installation required. €12.95 DioDump DD116-A Old paving roof - scale 1:35 - RESIN 3 Highly detailed resin parts. 2 sides (approx. 16 x 10
cm) and comb. Not painted and unassembled. €10.95DioDump DD116-B Old shingle roof - scale 1:35 - RESIN 3 Highly detailed resinous parts. 2 sides (approx. 16 x 10 cm) and comb. Not painted and unassembled. €10.95DioDump DD116-C Old tin roof - scale 1:35 - RESIN 3 Highly detailed resinous parts. 2 pages (approx. 16 x 10 and
a comb. Not painted and unassembled. unassembled. DD118 Lenin Monument - scale 1:35 - RESIN This Lenin monument will be a nice eye-catcher in your urban Second World War Russian diorama. But it would also be a great base of characters. 3 Highly detailed resinous parts including a small strip of flowers. Flat, undeteached ass.
Not painted and unassembled. Sizes: Height 13.4cm - Width 8.7cm - Depth 4cm €12.95DioDump DD090 Road crucifix - scale 1:35 - RESIN This authentic road cross will be a nice addition to any diorama or vignette. They can be found in both urban as rural scenes. Sharply cast in high quality resin including gypsum base. Height
approx.: 90 mm, width: 40 mm. Packed in a protective blister. €7.95DioDump DD038 Ventilated wooden planks - BALSA WOOD Ventilated balsa wood. Ideal for the construction of doors, shutters, fences, roofs, debris, etc. Cut to size with a sharp hobby knife or scissors or just break in half. 50 pieces approx. 90 mm x 5 mm x 1 mm. Glue
with PVA / white / wooden glue. €6.95 Give your Middle Eastern theater diorama or vignette the banner it deserves! These blast walls from DioDump have an exact size and high quality. A specific look and feel will certainly add to realism. 3 pieces are un painted. Individual size: height: 10.5 cm, width: 4.8cm, depth: 3.7cm. Sharply cast
into a hard light gray plaster. Includes 6 ironing hooks. It is enough to drill a small hole (about 0.8 mm) into the marked places. Hummer and character are for example and scale only purpose and not included! €12.95 This modern wire fence will be a great addition to your modern urban war or civil dioramas. The design requires some skill
and patience, but with the help of detailed instructions you should be fine. The set includes:- synthetic mesh - photo etching barbed wire - plastic rods - iron wire- printed marks. Approximate size: length: 162 mm, height: 60 - 70 mm. Unbuilt and uncoated. The image and base are for scale/example purposes only and are NOT included. €
8.95DioDump DDO072 Eastern Front Tank Tower Tower Bunker - 1:35 Scale - RESIN/PLASTER This nice little set represents authentic tank tower fortifications. These were used on all fronts (WW2), turning outdated tank turrets into defensive locations. The Vickers Mark E Type B was in both Polish and Soviet service during the late
1930s and captured the vehicle was also used by the Germans as a 'Beutepanzer'. Due to the lack of firepower, it was often used as a tank tower fortification. The kit includes 2 parts: a highly detailed resin tower and ceramic plaster including a rear door for the crew. Size approx.: length: 80mm (bunker), width: 53mm, height: 34mm €
9.95DioDump DD059 North African / Mediterranean well - scale 1:35 - PLASTER Authentic, highly detailed North African / Mediterranean well. Ideal for (military) diorama or vignette scale 1:35 or 1:32. Set includes: 3 ceramic plaster parts, 2 parts, 1 resinous part, 1 tin pulley, 1 resin bucket, 1 piece of rope, 1 metal hook. €12.95 This set
includes 3 large columns that would look great in any (World War Il 2) North African/Mediterranean diorama. Each column is 18 cm tall and has 3 separate parts: shaft, capital and base. Sharply cast in high quality ceramic plaster. They can be built into complete columns, or you can break them in pieces to create destroyed columns.
Scale 1:35 and 1:48. € 17.95 These 4 'Jersey' barrier concrete roadblocks will look great in any modern (military) diorama. Barriers are not painted no need to mount. Sharply cast into light grey ceramic plaster. €5.95 This Shadoof comes from North Africa, but it's still a common sight in Eastern European countries. Perfect for your (World
War 2) eastern anterior diorama or vignette. Highly detailed set includes: - Real wooden lever and counter-weight- Metal hooks - Resin bucket - Plaster well - A small piece of rope. Easy to assemble with instructions. The item is unassembled and not painted. Sizes: Length: 19 cm, depth: 5 cm, height: 15 cm. The image and grass are for
scale and example only and are not included. 14,95 14,95
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