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Back to: Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare Historically, the list of Shakespeare's play that appeared in 1598 does not include the twelfth night. It was referenced by John Manningham in 1602 so it was perhaps composed between those years. Other historical evidence suggests that it was presented to Queen Elizabeth on Twelfth Night 1601 and her
guest of honour was an Italian nobleman named Virginio Orsino. Probably the character duke was called to honor him. So, these facts tell of the historical ambiguity surrounding the title of the play. In the literal sense, Twelfth Night is the night before the Christian feast of Epiphany which occurs on January 6. In earlier times, Christians used to celebrate the
Christmas festival for twelve days. They used to celebrate it with great amusement and show. Before Christianity, the same ritual was celebrated according to nature because it was the time of year when cold used to end and the season used to get warmer. The dimness of winter is used to switch to the light. Keeping the historical and religious facts in mind,
one can understand the significance of the play's title. In the play you can see the suggestions to celebrate in their entire comic subplot. Both Sir Toby and Sir Andrew are in festive mode always. Maria accuses them of being drunk every night. When Malvolio tries to correct them, Sir Toby says: Do you think, because you are virtuous, there should be no
more cakes and ale? All this suggests to us about the festive state of the play. Over and over again, the characters in the play say, let's have a song, let's have wine. Aside from the celebrations, the title festival used to have role-playing games where masters and servants used to come together too without any social limit. Shakespeare uses the whole
device of role-playing in a different way by putting it in gender roles. Viola trades into the Cesario and attracts an upper-class ruling woman Olivia to love. The whole unit breaks the social boundary that was legit when Orsino expressed his love for Olivia as a duke. Just like the literal celebration of Twelfth Night, the play also sometimes nullifies the social
rules. The play has an alternative title as well that says, what you want. The secondary relevance of the first title probably tells us not to take it seriously. What you want perhaps suggests how unreal desires come true in the play. So the title of the play does not refer as directly as other plays by Shakespeare but there are alternative meanings that go deeper
than what it might look like. Checkout Swedish Summary is free educational tools and dictionaries. In order to continue enjoying our site, we ask that you confirm your identity as a human being. Thank you very much for your cooperation. To continue enjoying our site, please confirm your as a human being. Thank you very much for your cooperation. What's
with the title? You may have guessed that Twelfth Night, or What You Will (William Shakespeare's only play with an alternate title) has something to do with the popular song The Twelve Days of Christmas.. Twelfth Night (January 6) marks the Epiphany Feast, a holiday in Western Christian theology that celebrates the day when magic (aka three wise men)
presented gifts to the newborn Jesus.Critics argue about whether the play was written specifically for Twelfth Night. Leslie Hotson claims that the Twelfth Night Afdiwas performed for Queen Elizabeth and her guest, Count Don Virginio Orsino, on January 6, 1601. (Orsino, of course, is the name of Viola's love interest in the play.) Lots of scholars disagree and
claim that the play was written later, but even those who refute Hotson's argument acknowledge that the play's world celebrates the spirit of the Twelfth Night festivities. Twelfth Night is a religious holiday, but it marks the end of a period of major celebration and partying, and the boy made the Elizabethans know how to party. During the twelfth night season,
people ate, danced and drank themselves stupidly. Think Mardi Gras, which is another religious holiday associated with the inversion of rules and social disorder. Elizabethan communities often appointed young boys to the Lords of Misrule to play king for a day and reign over the festivities. (They borrowed this from pagan winter celebrations like the Roman
Saturnalia.) The Twelfth Night was thus a way for people to let loose, blow off some steam and thumb their noses at the authority. This attitude can be seen quite clearly in figures like Sir Toby Belch and Sir Andrew Aguecheek, who party like rock stars 24/7. Feste's song and dumb-ass also embodies the play's festive and rebellious spirit. Check out Quotes
for Rules and Order for more on this. The second part of the play's title, What You Will, also seems to come up with this festive, all-time attitude captured in the play, in which all characters cross social boundaries and engage in fools (even if they are unaware of their behavior). Some theorize that the second part of the title was an afterthought. The story
goes like this: When someone asked the playwright Hey Willy Shakespeare, what's the name of the play you're writing? Shakespeare replied, Um, Twelfth Night, or whatever you come (as in, | don't know — anything). Whether Shakespeare was being dismissive or flippant, the second title seems to invite the audience to do what [we] get out of the play — what
it means, why it matters (whether it matters at all), and so on. Sounds good to us. We will definitely take up Shakespeare's invitation to lighten up and open up to all the different interpretive possibilities in Twelfth Night, and so should you. Join today and never see them again. enter your email address you agree to receive emails from Shmoop and verify that
you are over 13 years of age. Twelfth Night is the only one of Shakespeare's plays that has an alternative title: the play is actually called Twelfth Night, or What You Will. Critics are divided over what the two titles mean, but Twelfth Night pork is usually considered a reference to Epiphany, or the twelfth night of Christmas celebrations (January 6). On
Shakespeare's day, this holiday was celebrated as a festival where everything was turned upside down—much like the upside down, chaotic world of lllysya in the play. night... Twelfth Night, or (What you'll come). Twelfth night study guides include scene-by-scene analysis, major themes, character analysis., and a full
summary of play. //www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/tolfthnight... //mww.cummingsstudyguides.net/xTwelfth.htmI#T... Yesterday | spoke a little (OK, technically a little more than a little) about the title of Twelfth Night and its importance. But this play is different from most other Shakespeare plays: it has an alternative title. (Yes, | know that many other plays
have what could be called options/subtitles, like The Chronicle History of Henry the Fifth with his fight fought at Agincourt in France, along with ancient pistol, but really, no one uses the subtitle in these cases.) But here we are: Twelfth Night, or whatever you want. Today, let's take a look at the alternative title. What's pretty simple. You, however, add a level
of complexity. Does that mean the generic second person plural, which we can probably take to refer to the audience, or does that mean the speaker's specific addressee (which might be a character in the play, maybe even the play itself [if the speaker is ol' Willy Shakes himself])? And now this is probably a good time to dive into the Oxford English
Dictionary, to see exactly what that word will mean. There are three major noun definitions of will, with over ten official part meanings of the word, plus a handful of adverbial/adjectival meanings. But here the word is used a verb. Again, three large family of definitions, with nearly 20 sub-meanings used during Shakespeare's day, with the most likely suspects
being: Desire, desire, has a mind to ... sometimes also suggests ‘intend’ will, v.1; I.1.a (also 2.1.a) OED Online. Oxford University Press, December 2014. Web. 27 January 2015. Decide, decree, prescribe Express natural disposition to do something for either you, the first two make a lot of sense: what you/ we desire or decree. This piece may just be about
what we want it to be or make it be a lit major, this is quite meta). The third meaning, however, undermines the first two: what you/we expect is not necessarily what we want or require. If we go down that path, do we get what we expect from a play called Twelfth Night? On the surface, maybe not; but as we saw yesterday, maybe. Now, there is another
meaning (you knew it would be!): Getting lost, losing your way; to stray that can undermine the usual suspects even more ... especially if the hypothetical speaker is the Lord of Misrule. The phrase what you want is used only once in the play itself, by Olivia to Malvolio, in regards to the newly arrived messenger from Orsino, Cesario: OLIVIA Go you, Malvolio.
Whether it's a suit from the Count, I'm sick, or not at home; whatever you want, to dismiss it. | find it infinitely interesting that Olivia uses the phrase when talking to Malvolio (and here, | think, using the usual suspicious meanings of desire/decree), at once empowering him to act on her behalf, but also to do what he desires to do so. And given that the order
specifically refers to her only realistic suitor in the play, Orsino (and she even uses the word costume), is it any wonder that Malvolio thinks olivia has feelings beyond employment for him? What Malvolio wants, yes... Really...
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