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Point of order vs point of information

See 13 for a list and the general characteristics of these movements. 21. Questions about Order and Appeal. A question of order takes precedence from the pending question from which it arises; is alright when another has the floor, even interrupting a speech or reading a report; does not require a
second; cannot be amended or any other subsidiary motion applied to it; deliver to privileged movements and the motion to lie on the table; and must be decided by the presiding officer without debate unless in questionable cases he reserves the question to the meeting for decision, in which case it is
debatable when an appeal would be. Before making his decision, he can request the advice of persons of experience, what advice or opinion should usually be given to avoid the appearance of debate. If the chair still doubts, he could suggest the question to the meeting for his decision in a manner similar
to this: Mr. Trump.' A raises the point of order that the amendment only offered [state the amendment] is not germane to the resolution. The chair is in doubt, and subjects the question to the meeting. The question is, 'Is the amendment German after the resolution?' Since no appeal can be made from the
decision of the meeting, this question is open to debate when an appeal would be, if the chair decided the question and an appeal was made from that decision. Therefore, it is debatable, except when associated with improper, or violation of the rules of speaking, or to the priority of business, or when it is
made during a section of the meeting, or while an indefinite question is pending. The question is therefore posed: As much as is of the opinion that the amendment is germane [or that the point is taken well] says aye; as much as is of a contrary opinion, say no. The ayes have it, the amendment is alright,
and the question is on its adoption. If the negative vote the larger it is, it will therefore be announced: The noses have it, the amendment is out of effect, and demand is on adopting the resolution. When the presiding officer decides a matter of order, he has the right, without scoring his chair, to state the
reasons for his decision, and any two members have the right to appeal the decision, one makes the appeal and the other seconding it. It is the duty of the presiding officer to enforce the rules and orders of the meeting, without debate or delay. It is also the right of each member to take the breach of a rule
to insist on its enforcement. In such a case, he gets up from his seat and says. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point of order. The speaker immediately takes his seat, and the chairman requests the member to set his point of order, which he does and resumes his seat. The chair decides the point, and then, if no
appeal is made and member was not guilty of any serious breach of decorum, the chair chair to resume his speech. However, if his remarks are decided to be improprie and any one objects, he cannot proceed without a vote of the meeting to that effect. [See 43 for a complete treatment of this topic of
improper debate]. The issue of order should be raised when breach of order occurs, so that after a motion has been discussed it is too late to raise the question about whether it was in order, or for the chair to rule the motion out of order. The only exception is where the motion is contrary to the laws,
whether the constitution, bylaws or standing rules of the organization, or of fundamental parliamentary principles, so that if adopted, it would be nilisty. In such cases, it is never too late to raise a point of order against the motion. It's called raising a question, or point, of order, because the member in effect
sits around the chair, whose duty it is to enforce order, the question of whether there isn't a violation of order now. Instead of the method only described, it is usually, when it is simply a case of improper language used in debate, for the chair to call the speaker to order, or for a member to say, I call the
gentleman to order. The Chairman decides whether the speaker is in or out of operation and continues as before. Appeal. An appeal can be taken from any decision of the chair (except when another appeal is pending), but this can only be done when the verdict is made. This is alright while another
member has the floor. If any debate or business has intervened, it's too late to appeal. An answer to a parliamentary inquiry is not a decision, and therefore cannot be appealed. While an appeal is pending an order question can be raised, which the chair peremptorily decides, there is no appeal of this
decision. But the question of the correctness of the ruling can be raised afterwards when no other business is pending. Appeals to privileged movements, and the motion to lie on the table. The effect of subsidiary berries is as follows: An appeal cannot be amended. If the decision from which an appeal is
taken is of such a nature that the reversal of the ruling will not in any way affect the consideration of, or actions on, the main question, then the main question does not comply with the appeal, and its consideration is resumed once the appeal is laid on the table, etc. , or actions up, affect the main question,
then the main question meets the appeal, and when the latter is laid on the table, or postponed, the main question goes with it. So, if the appeal of the decision is that a proposed amendment is out of effect and the appeal is laid on the table, it would be absurd to get to final action on the main question and
then thereafter reverse the decision of the chair and take up the amendment when there was no question Amend. The vote on an appeal could be reconsidered. An appeal cannot be debated when it relates to improper, or violation of the rules of speaking, or to the priority of business, or if made during a
partition of the meeting, or while the immediately pending question is indefinite. When debatable, as it is in all other cases, no member is allowed to speak more than once except the presiding officer, who at the end of the debate can answer the arguments against the decision. Whether it's debatable or
not, the chairman when the question about the appeal is declared can, without leaving the chair, indicate the reasons for his decision. When a member wants to appeal from the decision of the chair he rises once a decision is made, even if another has the floor, and without waiting to be recognized by the
chair, Mr. Trump says. If this appeal is seconded, the chair should clearly put the question to issue, and his reasons for the decision if he thinks it is necessary, and then ask the question this way: The question is: 'Will the decision of the chair stand as the judgment of the meeting [or society, or club, etc.]?'
or, Will the decision of the chair be sustained? To put the question he would say, Those in the affirmative say aye, and after the affirmative vote he was taken would say, Those in the negative say no. The ayes have it and the decision of the chair is sustained [or stand as the judgment of the meeting]. Or,
The noses have it and the decision of the chair is overturned. In both cases, he immediately announces what is before the meeting because of the vote. If there is a tie vote, the chair is maintained, and if the chair is a member of the meeting, he can vote to make it a tie, on the principle that the decision of
the chair stands until he is overturned by a majority, including the chairman if he is a member of the meeting. In declaring the question, the word meeting should be replaced by Society, or club, or board, etc., after 20, after 20 case. Announcing a vote is not a decision of the chair. If a member doubts the
correctness of the announcement, he cannot appeal, but must ask for a Division [25]. 22. Suspension of the Rules.1 The motion to suspend the rules can be made at any time when no question is pending; or while a question is pending, provided it is for a purpose related to that question. It delivers to all
the privileged movements (other than a call for the orders of the day), to the motion to lie on the table, and to accidental movements emanating from itself. It is indefinite and cannot be amended or any other subsidiary movement applied to it, nor can it be reconsidered a vote on it, nor can a to suspend
the rules for the same purpose at the same meeting except by unanimous consent, though after a even if the next meeting is held on the same day. When the meeting wants to do something that cannot be done without breaking its own rules, and yet it is not in conflict with its constitution, or by-laws, or
with the fundamental principles of parliamentary law, it suspends the rules that interfere with the proposed actions. The purpose of the suspension must be specified, and nothing else can be done under the suspension. The rules that can be suspended are those associated with the priority of business, or
to business procedure, or admission to the meetings, etc., and will usually exist under the heads of rules of order. Sometimes societies in their by-law include some rules regarding the deal of business without any intention, apparently, of giving these rules any greater stability than that owned by other
rules of their class, and they can be suspended the same as if they were called rules of order. A standing rule as defined in 67 can be suspended by a majority vote. But sometimes the term standing rules are applied to what are strict rules of order, and then, like rules of order, they require a two-thirds
vote for their suspension. Nothing that requires previous notice and a two-thirds vote for its amendment could be suspended by less than a two-thirds vote. No rule can be suspended when the negative vote is as large as the minority protected by that rule; nor can a rule that protects absents even be
suspended by general consent or a unanimous vote. For example, a rule requiring notice of a motion to be given at a previous meeting cannot be suspended by a unanimous vote as it protects absents that do not give their consent. A rule requiring officers to be elected by ballot cannot be suspended by a
unanimous vote, because the rule protects a minority from one from exposing his vote, and that should he do if he openly disagrees in the negative vote, or objects to giving general consent. Nor can this result be achieved by voting that the balloting of the meeting is cast by the secretary or anyone else,
as it is intruding away with the essential principle of the ballot, namely secrecy, and a suspension of the by-election. and practically let a viva voce vote. If it is required to allow the suspension of a by-law that cannot be suspended under these rules, it is necessary to provide for the suspension by-law. The
Form of this motion is, to suspend the rules that interfere, etc., declare the object of the suspension, if, considering a resolution on ........, what resolution is presented immediately after the suspended, the chair recognised for that purpose the member who moved to suspend the rules. or, if it is desired to
consider a question laid on the table, and cannot be incorporated at that time because that class of business is not then in order, or to consider a question that after another time, whether it's in the order of business for another time, then the motion can be made that way, I move to suspend and adopt the
rules [or consider] the resolution...... When the object is not to take up a question for discussion, but to adopt it without debate, the motion is therefore made: I move to suspend the rules and adopt [or agree to] the following resolution, which is then read: or, I move to suspend the rules, and take [or agree
to] the resolution on... The same form can be used in a case like this: I move to suspend the rules, and admit to the privileges of floor members of sister societies, who merely admit them to the hall. Instead of a formal motion to suspend the rules, it's more usual to ask general permission to do the specific
business that's out of view. Once the request is made that the chair enquire if there is any objection, and if no one objects, he directs the member to proceed just as if the rules have been suspended with a formal vote. [See General Consent 48.] ____ 1. In Congress, the former practice was to suspend
the rule on sequencing business to consider a particular bill, but now it's customal to suspend the rule and pass the resolution or bill. H.R. Rule 27 contains the following: 1. No rule shall be suspended except by a vote of two-thirds of the members voting, a quorum present; The Speaker may also not
entertain a motion to suspend the rules except on the first and third Mondays of each month, preference given to Individuals and on the third Monday to committees, and during the final six days of a session. 2. All motions to suspend the rules must, before submitting to the House, be seconded by a
majority by counters if demanded. 3. When a motion to suspend the rules is seconded, it will be in order, before taking the final vote on it, to debate the proposal on which to vote for forty minutes, one half of such time will be given to debate in favour of, and one half to debate as opposed to, such



statement - and the same right of debate will be allowed when the previous question debate. 23. Objection to considering a question. An objection can be made when considering any original main motion, and to no other, provided it is made before there is any debate or before any subsidiary movement is
stated. It can therefore be applied to petitioners and communications that are not of a better body, as well as on resolutions. This cannot be applied to accidental main movements [11], such as amendments to by-law, or to reports of committees on topics referring to them not, etc. It's similar to a matter of
order in that it can be made when another has the floor, and doesn't require a second; and if the chairperson can call a member to order, so that he this question, if he deems it advisable, on its own responsibility. It cannot be debated or amended, or any other subsidiary movement applied to it. It delivers
to privileged movements and to the motion to lie on the table. A negative, but not an affirmative vote on the consideration can be reconsidered.1 When an original main movement is made and any member wants to prevent his consideration, he rises, although another has the floor saying, Mr. Chairman, I
object to its consideration. The Chairman immediately asks the question, Considering the question was objected to: Will the meeting consider it? [or, Will the question be considered?] If the negative decision is decided by a two-thirds vote, the whole case is dismissed for that session; otherwise the
discussion continues as if this objection has never been made. The same question can be introduced at any follow-up session. The Purpose of this motion is not to cut off debate (for which other movements are provided) but to enable the meeting to completely avoid any question it may deem irrelevant,
useless or controversial. If the chair considers the question completely beyond the objectives of society, he must rule it out of order, from which decision an appeal can be taken. Objection to considering a question should not be shamed with objection where unanimous consent, or a majority vote, is
required. So, in the case of the minority of a committee that desires to submit their views, a single member says, I object, prevent it unless the meeting votes by a majority give them permission. ____ 1. In Congress, the introduction of a question could be temporarily prevented by a majority vote under
H.R. Rule 16, §3, which is as follows: 3. When any motion or proposition is made, will the question, will the House consider it now? will not sit unless it is claimed by a member. Lf the House refuses to consider a bill the vote cannot be reconsidered. But this refusal does not prevent the question from being
re-introduced the same session. In assemblies with short sessions that are usually only a few hours, or at most no more than a week, it is necessary that the meeting has the power by a two-thirds vote to decide that a question will not be set during that session. If the refusal to consider the question
prevents its renewal during the session, the vote could be reconsidered. 24. Division of a Question and Consideration by Paragraph. Section of a Question.1 The motion to divide a question can only be applied to main motions and amendments. It takes precedence from nothing but the motion to delay
indefinitely, delivering to all privileged, incidental and subsidiary movements except to amend and delay indefinitely. It may be amended, but cannot subsidiary movement is not applied to it. It's indefinitely. It can be made at any time when the question is question whether the motion to set out indefinitely is
immediately pending even after the previous question has been ordered. But it is preferable to split the question when it is first introduced. When splitting each resolution or proposal is considered and voted separately, the same as if it were presented alone. The motion to adopt, which was pending when
demand was split, applies to all the parts in which demand was split and therefore should not be repeated. The formality of a vote on the division of the question is generally taken out of the way, as it is usually arranged by general consent. But if this cannot be done, then a formal movement to split is
necessary, specifying the exact method of division. When a motion regarding a certain topic contains several parts, each of which is able to stand as a complete statement if the other is removed, it can be divided into two or more propositions considered and voted on as clear questions, by meeting's
adoption of a motion to divide the question in a particular manner. The motion should clearly state how the question should be divided, and anyone else can propose a different section, and these different statements, or amendments, should be treated as filling spaces; that is, they should be voted on in
the order in which they are made unless they suggest different numbers of questions, when the largest number is voted on first. If a resolution includes several clear statements, but is so written that they cannot be separated without it being rewritten, demand cannot be split. The section should not require
the secretary to do more than mechanically separate the resolution in the required parts, which to each part resolved the words, This, or Order, It and the fall of conjunctions when needed, and replace pronouns by the nouns they stand for, wherever the section makes it necessary. When deciding the
question, each separate question must be a proper one for the meeting to act, if none of the others are adopted. Thus, a motion to commit with instructions is indivisible; because, if divided, and the motion to commit must fail, then the other motion, to instruct the committee would be absurd as there would
be no committee to instruct. The motion to strike out certain words and insert others is strictly one statement and therefore indivisible. If a series of independent resolutions relating to different subjects are included in one motion, it must be divided at the request of a single member, what request can be
made while another has the floor. But a single statement may be, no member has the right to insist on his division. His middle is to move that it is, if it is capable of division, or, if not, to move to strike out the offensive parts. A motion to create a name in a bring the meeting to a vote on that name just as
well as would a division of demand, if it were allowed to go to that extent, which it did not. If a series of resolutions is proposed as a substitute for another series, such a motion is in place unable to partition division; but a motion can be made to strike out any of the decisions before the vote is taken on the
replacement. After they've been replaced, it's too late to strike out any of them. When a committee reports a number of amendments to a resolution referred to it, one vote can be taken on the adoption, or agree to, all the amendments that no one has provided objects. But if a single member requests
separate votes on one or more of the amendments, they should be considered separately. There can all be voted on the other together. Consideration by Paragraph or Seriatim. Where an extended statement is submitted, such as a series of resolutions on one topic, or a set of by-laws, the parts that are
intimately connected should not divide it. The division will contribute greatly to the difficulty of perfecting the various paragraphs or by-law through amendments. If the paragraphs are adopted separately, and amendments to the set-up of paragraphs make it necessary to amend a preceding one, this can
only be done by first reconsidering the vote on the preceding paragraph. In the case of by-law, trouble is increased, because each by-law takes effect as soon as it has been adopted, and its amendment is governed by any by-law or rule adopted on the subject. When the paragraphs are voted separately,
no vote should be taken on the whole. But in all such cases, the right course is to consider the statement by paragraph or section or resolution, or, as it is often called, seriatim. The chair should always adopt this course when the question consists of several paragraphs or resolutions unless he thinks the
meeting wants to act on them immediately as a whole, when he asks if they should be incorporated by paragraph, and the case has been settled informally. If the chair fails to take up the statement by paragraph, someone can move that the statement be considered by paragraph or seriatim. The method
of procedure to act on a complicated report, as well as a set of by-laws, or a series of resolutions that cannot be divided, is as follows, the word paragraph used to designate the natural subdivisions, whether they are paragraphs, sections, articles or resolutions. The member who submits the report, after
obtaining the floor, says that such and such committee submit the following report; or that the committee recommends the acceptance of the following decisions. In both cases, he reads the report, or resolutions, move their adoption. If he neglects to move their adoption, the chair should ask such a motion,
or he can accept the motion and ask the question accordingly. The Chairman, Chairperson, the secretary, or the member who reported it, as the chair decides, is for the best interest of the meeting, and then reads the first paragraph, which is explained by the reporting member, after which the chair asks,
Are there any amendments to this paragraph? The paragraph is then open to debate and amendment. When no further amendments are proposed to this paragraph, the chair says, There are no further amendments to this paragraph, the following will be read. In a similar fashion, each paragraph is read
in succession, explained if necessary, debated and modified, the paragraphs amended but not adopted. After all the paragraphs have been amended, the chair says the entire law, or paper, or resolution is open for amendment, when additional paragraphs may be inserted and any paragraph may be
further amended. When the paper is satisfactoryly amended, the torso, if any, is treated in the same way, and then a single vote is taken on acceptance of the entire paper, report or series resolutions. If the previous question is ordered on a resolution, or series of resolutions or on a set of by-laws, before
considering the preacoration, it does not apply to the preacorrect unless expressly so stated, because the preambal cannot be considered until debate on the resolutions or by-law has ceased. It is not necessary to amend the numbers of the sections, paragraphs, etc., as it is the duty of the secretary to
make all such corrections where changes are rendered necessary through amendments. ____ 1. Section 6 of H.R. Rule 16 is as follows: 6. On request of any member, before the question is posed, a question will be divided if it includes statements so clearly in substance that one will be taken away a
substantive statement. 25. Division of the Assembly, and other motions relating to voting. A section of the Assembly1 can be asked, without obtaining the floor, at any time after the question has been posed even after the vote has been announced and another has the floor, provided the vote viva voce has
been taken, or by show of hands, and it is asked before another motion was made. This call, or movement, is made by saying, I ask for a division, whether I doubt the vote, or simply by crying out, Division. It does not require a second, and cannot be debated or amended, or any other subsidiary
movement applied to it. Once a division is asked, the chair continues to take the vote again, this time by having the affirmative rise, and then when they sit with the negative rise. While any member has the right to insist on a rising vote, or a division, where there is any question about the vote a genuine
expression of the will of the assembly, the chair must allow this privilege to be abused to the annoyance of the meeting, by members continuously demanding a section where there is a full vote no doubt about which side is in the majority. It requires a majority vote to order that the vote be counted, or to be
taken by yes and nays (roll call) or by ballot. These motions are coincidental to the question pending or just pending, and cannot be debated. When different methods are suggested that they are usually treated not as modifications, but like filling blanks, the vote is taken first on the one that takes the most
time. In practice, the method of taking a vote is generally agreed without the formality of a vote. When the vote is taken by ballot during a meeting of the meeting, once the chair thinks everyone voted who wants, he inquires if everyone voted, and if there is no response, he declares the polls closed, and
the counters continue to count the vote. If a formal motion is made to close the polls, it should not be recognized until everyone is thought to have voted, and then it requires a two-thirds vote such as motions to close debate or nominations. If members go in after that and it is required to reopen the ballot
boxes, it can be done with a majority vote. None of these motions are debatable. ____ 1. See footnote, [9], for arranging Congress. 26. Motions relating to Nominations. If no method of making nominations is designated by the by-law or rules, and the meeting has not adopted any order on the subject,
anyone can make a motion prescribing the method of nomination for an office to be filled. If the election is pending, this motion is accidental to it; if the election is not pending, it is a casual main movement. It is indefinite and when it is a casual motion, it can have no subsidiary movement applied to it
except to amend. It delivers to privileged movements. The motion can provide for nominations made as the chair; or from the floor, or open nominations as mentioned; or for a nomination committee to be appointed; or for nominations to be made by ballot; or by email. [See Nominations and Elections, 66.]
Closure and reopening of nominations. Before an election proceeds, if nominations have been made from the floor or by a committee, the chairperson must enquire if there are any further nominations. If there is no response, he declares the nominations closed. In very large bodies, it is customary to make
a motion to close nominations, but until a reasonable time has been given, this motion is not in order. This is a main motion, which happens to be for the nominations and elections, cannot be debated, can be amended over time, but cannot other subsidiary motion be applied to it. It delivers privileged
motions, and requires a two-thirds vote as it deprives members of one of their rights. If it is required for any reason to reopen nominations, it can be done by a majority vote. This motion is indefinite. This can be amended over time, but no other subsidiary movement can be applied to it. It delivers to
privileged movements. Movements. Requests grow from the business of the Assembly. During the meetings of a deliberative meeting, there are occasions when members want to obtain information, or to do or to do things that necessitate their making of a request. Beneath it is the following, which will be
treated separately: (a) Parliamentary Scrutiny; (b) Request for Information; (c) Leave to withdraw a Motion; (d) Read papers; (e) To be excused from a duty; (f) For any other privilege. (a) Parliamentary Inquiry. A parliamentary inquiry, if associated with a question that requires immediate attention, could
be made while another has the floor, or may even be. a speech interrupts. However, it should not be allowed to interrupt a speaker more than necessary to do justice to the investigator. It delivers to privileged motions, if they were in order when the investigation was conducted, and it cannot be debated or
amended or any other subsidiary movement applied to it. The investigator does not acquire the floor but rises and says, Mr. Chairman, I am rising to a parliamentary inquiry. The chairman asks him to investigate his, and if he considers it pertinent, he answers it. Or, if the investigation is conducted when
another has the floor, and there's no necessity to answer it until the speech is finished, the chair can postpone his answer until the speaker has closed his remarks. Although it is not the chairman's duty to answer questions of parliamentary law in general, it is his duty when requesting a member, to answer
any questions about parliamentary law that reiterated the pending business that may be required to enable the member to make a suitable motion or to raise a point of order. The chairman is supposed to be familiar with parliamentary law, while many of the members are not. A member who wants to raise
a point of order and yet doubts should rise to a parliamentary inquiry and ask for information. Or, for example, he might want the meeting to act immediately on a topic that is in the hands of a committee, and he does not know how to achieve it; - his re-issue is a parliamentary inquiry. (b) Request for
Information. A request for information regarding the pending venture is only treated as a parliamentary inquiry and has the same privileges. The investigator rises and says, Mr. Chairman, I rise for information, or I rise to a point of information, after which the chair directs him to say the point at which he
desires information, and the procedure continues as in the event of a parliamentary inquiry. If the information is required of the speaker, instead of the chair, the investigator says at rising, Mr. Chairman, I should gladly ask the gentleman a question. The Chairman enquires whether the speaker is willing to
be interrupted, and if he directs the investigator to proceed. The investigator then asks the question through the chair, so, Mr. Chairman, I should like the Etc. The answer is made in the same way, as it is not for members to address each other in the meeting. While every speaker spreads the chair, the
chair remains silent during the conversation. If the speaker agrees to the interruption that the time consumed is taken from his time. (c) Leave to Withdrawal or Amendment of a Motion.1 A request for leave to take back a motion, or a motion to grant such leave, can be made at any time before voting on
the question has begun, even if the motion is amended. It requires no second. This can be made while accidental or subsidiary movements are pending, and these motions stop being ahead of the meeting when the question on which they happen or are subsidiary is withdrawn. It delivers to privileged
motions, and cannot be amended or any other subsidiary movement applied to it. It's indefinitely. When it is too late to renew it, the motion to reconsider cannot be withdrawn without unanimous permission. When a motion is withdrawn, the effect is the same as if it has never been made. Until a motion is
stated by the chairperson, the mover can withdraw or modify it without asking for permission from any one. If he changes that, the seconder can withdraw his second. After the question is said it is in possession of the meeting, and he cannot withdraw or change it without the permission of the meeting.
When the mover requests permission to change or withdraw his motion, the chair asks if there is any objection, and if there is none, he announces that the motion is withdrawn or changed in such a manner as may be the case. If anyone objects, the chair asks the question of granting the request, or a
motion may be requested to grant it. If the mover of a main motion wants to accept an amendment offered, without obtaining the floor, he says, Mr. Chairman, I accept the amendment. If no objection is made, the chair announces the question as amended. If any one objects, the chair asks the question
about the amendment, as it can only be accepted by general permission. A request for leave to do anything is treated the same as a motion to grant the leave, except that the request must be made by the maker of the motion, is proposed to change, while the motion to grant the leave is made by
someone else and therefore requires no second, as it is favoured by the one directing the request. (d) Read papers. If any member objects, a member has no right to read, or has the clerk read, from any paper or book, as part of his speech, without the consent of the meeting. The request or the motion to
make such consent returns to privileged motions stand. It cannot be debated or amended, or any other subsidiary movement applied to it. However, it is customal to allow members to read printed excerpts as parts of their speeches, as long as they do not abuse the privilege. Where papers are before the
each member has the right to have them read once, or if there is debate or amendment, he has the right to have them read again, before he can be compelled to vote on them. When a member asks for the reading of any such paper clearly for information, and not for delay, the chair must direct it to be
read, if no one objects. But a member does not have the right to read anything (except as stated above) without permission of the meeting. If a member was absent from the hall when the newspaper was considered, even if absent on duty, he cannot insist she is re-read, as the convenience of the
meeting is of more importance than that of a single member. (e) To be excused from a duty. If a member is elected to office, or is appointed to a committee, or has placed any other duty on him, and he is unable or unwilling to perform the duty, if present, he must immediately refuse it from hand, and if he,
if he is absent, he must, during learning the fact , simultaneously notify the secretary or president orally orally or in writing that he cannot accept the duty. In most organisations members cannot be compelled to take office or perform any duties not required by the by-laws, and therefore they have the right
to refuse office. But if a member does not immediately decline, by his silence he accepts office, and is under obligation to carry out the duty until there is to be a reasonable opportunity for his resignation to be accepted. The secretary, for example, cannot relieve himself from the responsibility of his office
by resigning. His responsibility as secretary doesn't stop until his resignation is accepted, or at least until there was a reasonable time for accepting it. It is rarely good policy to refuse to accept a resignation. As a member has no right to continue to hold an office whose duties cannot or do not want to
perform, so a society has no right to force an office on an unwilling member. When a member has declined office, no motion is necessary unless the by-laws of society make the execution of such duties compulsory on members. If the member is present at the election, the vacancy is filled as if no one has
been elected. If the member was not present at the election, when the chairperson announces his refusal to take office, as it is a matter of privilege related to the organisation of society, the election to fill the vacancy can take place simultaneously unless notice is required, or other provision for filling
vacancies is provided by the bylaws. In the event of a resignation, the chair may at the same time indicate the question of its acceptance, or whether a motion to that effect is made In either case, it is debatable and any subsidiary motion can be applied to it. It ind concedes to privileged and accidental
movements. (f) Request for any other privilege. When any request should be made, the member rises and addresses the chair, and as soon as soon he catches the eye of the chairman, explaining at the same time why he is standing up. He must rise as soon as a member delivers the floor, and although
the floor is allocated to another, he continues to make his request. He should never interrupt a member while speaking unless he is sure that the urgency of the matter justifies it. As a rule, all such questions are settled by general consent, or informally, but if objected, a vote is taken. An explanation may
be requested or given, but there is no debate. As these requests arise, they must be treated to interrupt the proceedings as little as is consistent with the demands of justice. ____ 1. In Congress, a motion can be withdrawn at any time before a decision or amendment. H.R. Rule 16, §2. The rule given
above, which is in accordance with common parliamentary law, is better adapted to ordinary congregations. Table of | Previous Article | Next Article    
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