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Best Reviews Latest Best Community Reviews and Growth by Jean Vanier (Shorter Book Reaction)Our world needs a revived sense of community. We feel it; we feel isolation and our isolation habits and moaning for something more. Vanier sensed it many years ago when he wrote the original version of *Community
and Growth* (1979). His wise words carry as much wisdom for today as they did thirty years ago. The essence of community, wrote Vanier, is a sense of belonging. (p.16) This is where people are grounded by the community and growth of Jean Vanier (Shorter Book Reactions)Our world needs a revived sense of
community. We feel it; we feel isolation and our isolation habits and moaning for something more. Vanier sensed it many years ago when he wrote the original version of *Community and Growth* (1979). His wise words carry as much wisdom for today as they did thirty years ago. The essence of community, wrote
Vanier, is a sense of belonging. (p.16) This is where people are grounded and find their identity. (p.13) Discovering and cultivating a community comes to find my people and our common calling together. This happens through the practice of embracing one another, breaking them all, and practicing forgiveness. The
community comes about when people are already hiding from each other, no longer pretending or proving their worth to another. (p. 24) If we accept that we have weaknesses and shortcomings, that we have sinned against God and against our brothers and sisters, but that we have been forgiven and can grow towards
inner freedom and true greater love, then we can accept the weaknesses and shortcomings of others. (p. 35) Vanier also adds: Too many people come into the community to find something to belong to a dynamic group, discovering a life that is approaching ideal. If we come into the community without knowing that the
reason we are coming is to learn to forgive and be forgive seventy-seven times, we will soon be disappointed. (p. 37) Instead of finding a place that hides our inner struggles, in a true and formative community, we find that God unites us and immerses us in the evil of the other, so that we become practicing in the
forgiveness of the upbringing of those who experience such evils; this leads us to practice the same thing in the world around us. This is our practice of imitating Christ's incarnation, immersing him in our broken world. Vaner's book continues as a wise and friendly guide who can help us discern how to nurture such a
community with the people with whom God has given us. Example: The chapter Walking towards the Convention has caused me to wonder how we can feed people to a co-contractual life in the church, a real sharing of our entire life together, so that in the end we see the fruits of this sharing. A: How can we evaluate
our lives together on the basis of growing fruit instead of attendance, budgets, or feeling how impressive our programming has become? The chapter titled Mission contains some of the most liberating and powerful language on the mission I have read. Vanier wrote these powerful lines: [The community will strive] to pray
and be present in a special way to the smallest and weakest within or outside their community. (p.94)People who gather to live the presence of Jesus among people in need are therefore called not only to do things for them, or to perceive them as objects of love, but rather to accept them as a source of life and
community. ( p.95) Mr President, i.e. the Calling for love and community and recognition, which is based on the hearts of people in need, reveals the fountain of love in us and our ability to give life. At the same time it can reveal our hardness of heart and our fears.... The cry of the poor threatens the rich man in us.
Sometimes we are ready to give money and a little time, but we are afraid to give our hearts, enter into a personal relationship of love and community with them. Because if we do, we will have to die for all our selfishness and for all the hardness of our hearts. (p. 98) As part of a collection of beautiful quotes, I began to
wonder: How can I take care of this? What steps do I need to take to help people enter this kind of life together? I found out as I finished the community and growth that it may be Vanier's intention to leave me with many questions; I found that Vanier did not write a mathematical manual for me or anyone else to follow in
the rota, but instead, he was keeping me from seeing and anticipating something that was yet to come, something I must participate in building alongside my brothers and sisters in Christ.This is the beauty of the book: my questions will propel me (and your questions to you) into prayer judgment with the communities we
have been planted into God. Our prayer and judgment will be fulfilled, I am sure, with God's unique guidance for us in our unique places and with our unique people. The questions that Vanier's writing inspired will help me, and you, realize what to cultivate and be aware of which direction we need to follow. May our roads
be blessed! ... more Community and Growth Quotes Showing 1-30 of 67 I am impressed by how sharing our weaknesses and difficulties is more nutritious for others than sharing our qualities and achievements. - Jean Vanier, community and growth Many people are good to talk about what they do, but actually do little.
Others do a lot, but do not talk about it; They are the ones who make the community live. - Jean Vanier, Community and Growth One of the amazing things about the community is that it allows us to welcome and help people in ways that we could not as individuals. When we pool our strength and share and
responsibility, we can welcome many people, even those who are in deep need, and perhaps help them find self-confidence and inner healing. — Jean Vanier, Community and Growth Community is a sign that love is possible in a materialistic world where people so often either ignore or fight against each other. It's a sign
that we don't need a lot of money to be happy - in fact, on the contrary. - Jean Vanier, community and growth love does not mean doing extraordinary or heroic things. It means knowing how to do ordinary things with tenderness. - Jean Vanier, Community and Growth Community is created only when its members accept
that they will not achieve great things, that they will not be heroes, but simply live every day with new hope, just like children, in awe as the sun rises and on Thanksgiving as it lays out. The community is created only when they recognize that the greatness of man is to accept his insignificance, his human condition and
his earth, and to thank God for having put into the final body the seeds of eternity that are visible in small and everyday gestures of love and forgiveness. The beauty of man is in this fidelity to the miracle of every day. - Jean Vanier, Community and Growth If we are to grow in love, the prisons of our egotism must be
unlocked. This means suffering, constant effort and re-election. - Jean Vanier, Community and Growth When people love each other, they are happy with very little. When we have light and joy in our hearts, we do not need material wealth. The nicest communities are often the poorest. If our own lives are luxurious and
wasteful, we cannot move closer to poor people. If we love people, we want to identify with them and share them. — Jean Vanier, The Community and Growth Christian Community should do what Jesus did: design and not save. Its attraction must lie in the glow cast by the love of the brothers. — Jean Vanier, The
community and growth of Jesus is hungry, arid, prisoner, stranger, naked, sick, dying. Jesus is oppressed, poor. Living with Jesus is living with the poor. Living with the poor is living with Jesus. — Jean Vanier, Community and Growth We all have a secret desire to be seen as saints, heroes, martyrs. We're afraid to be

kids, to be ourselves. - Jean Vanier, Community and Growth It is only when we stand up, with all our shortcomings and suffering, and try to support others, rather than withdrawing into ourselves, that we can fully live the life of the community. — Jean Vanier, Community and Growth People cannot accept their own evil if
at the same time they do not feel loved, respected and trusted. — Jean Vanier, Community and Growth We must constantly remind our ers that we are not saviours. We are simply a small sign, among thousands that love is possible, that the world is not doomed to fight between oppressers and oppressed, that class and
race war is not inevitable. - Jean Vanier, comedies and growth Every human activity can be in the service of divine and love. We should all use our donation to build a community. - Jean Vanier, a community and growth community that is becoming rich and trying only to defend its goods and its reputation is dying. She
stopped growing in love. The community is alive when it is poor and its members feel they must work together and stay united, if only to ensure that everyone can eat tomorrow! - Jean Vanier, Community and Growth The answer to war is to live as brothers and sisters. The answer to injustice is to share. The answer to
despair is unlimited trust and hope. The reaction to prejudice and hatred is forgiveness. To work for the community is to work for humanity. Working for peace is to work on a real political solution; is to work for the Kingdom of God. It is to work to ensure that each of them can live and taste the secret joys of a man united
with eternal. — Jean Vanier, Community and Growth A growing community must integrate three elements: a life of silent prayer, a life of service and, above all, listening to the poor, and a community life through which all its members can grow in their own gift. — Jean Vanier , Community and Growth The poor are always
prophetic. As true prophets always point out, they reveal God's design. Therefore, we should take the time to listen to them. And that means staying close to them, because they speak quietly and rarely; they are afraid to speak out, they have no confidence in themselves because they have been broken and oppressed.
But if we listen to them, he'll lead us back to basics. - Jean Vanier, community and growth ... Individualistic material progress and a desire to gain prestige by coming out on top have taken over from a sense of friendship, compassion and community. Now people are living more or less on their own in a small house,
jealously guarding their wares and planning to get more, with an announcement at the gate that says: 'Watch out for the dog. — Jean Vanier, Community and Growth At the heart of the celebrations, there are poor. If [they] are excluded, it's no longer a celebration. [...] The celebration must always be a festival of the poor.
- Jean Vanier, Community and Growth [...] We need to realise that this wound [of loneliness] is inherent in the human condition and that what we have to do is walk with it instead of running away from it. We cannot accept it until we find out that we are loved by God as much as we are, and that the Holy Spirit
mysteriously lives in the middle of the wound. — Jean Vanier, Community and Growth Community as belonging. . . . Each with his history of being accepted or rejected, with his past inner pain and difficulties in relationships with parents is different. But in each of them there is a desire for community and belonging, but at
the same time a fear of it. Love is what we want, but that's what we fear most. Love makes us vulnerable and open, but then we can be hurt by rejection and separation. We may yearn for love, but then fear the loss of our freedom and creativity. We want to belong to a group, but we are afraid of a certain death in the
group, because it may not be perceived as unique. We want love, but we are afraid of the addiction and commitment that it means; we fear they will be used, manipulated, suffocated and spoiled. We are all so ambivalent to love, acceptance and belonging. - Jean Vanier, Community and Growth We find that we are at the
same time very insignificant and very important, because each of our actions prepares the humanity of tomorrow; it's a small contribution to the construction of a huge and glorious ultimate humanity – Jean Vanier, Community and Growth Look at your own poverty itcherish itdon't be afraid to share your death because
that way you share your love and your life — Jean Vanier, Community and Growth Sometimes it is easier to hear the screams of poor people who are far away than to hear the screams of our brothers and sisters in our own community. There is nothing very wonderful in response to the scream of a person who is with us
day in and day out and who gets on their nerves. Perhaps we, too, can only respond to the screams of others when we have come to know and accepted the cry of our own pain. - Jean Vanier, Community and Growth From listening in the end, the most important thing is not to do things for people who are poor and in
need, but to enter into a relationship with them, to be with them and help them find confidence in themselves and discover their own gifts. . . . Jesus' promise is to help us discover that the poor are the source of life and not just the objects of our charity. — Jean Vanier, Community and Growth Communities need tension if
they are to grow and deepen. Tension comes from conflicts within each person - conflicts born of rejection of personal and community growth, conflicts between egoisms, conflicts resulting from diminishing rewards, from a temperament class and from individual psychological difficulties. This is natural tension. Anxiety is a
normal response to be bring up against our own limitations and darkness, to the discovery of our deep wound. Tension is a normal response to a responsibility that we find difficult to find because they make us uncertain. We all cry and grieve inside for the subsequent deaths of our own interests.. . . When everything is
ok, when the community feels that it lives successfully, its tend to let your energy dissipate, and listen less carefully to each other. Tension brings people back to the reality of their helplessness; oblige them to spend more time in prayer and dialogue, work patiently to overcome the crisis and improve lost unity; to
understand that the community is more than just a human reality, that it also needs the spirit of God if it is to live and deepen. I have been told that there is a Chinese word for crisis, which means opportunity and danger. Any tension, every crisis can become a source of new life if it is treated wisely, or it can bring death
and division. — Jean Vanier, Community and Growth Community as carefully . . . So many people join groups in order to create some form of spirituality or gain knowledge of the things of God and mankind. But it's not a community; It's a school. It becomes a community only when people start to really care for each other
and for each other to grow. - Jean Vanier, Community and Growth Calling for Love and Community and for recognition that rises from the hearts of people in need reveals the fountain of love in us and our ability to give life. At the same time, it can reveal our hardness of heart and are a concern. Their crying is so
demanding and we are often seduced by the wealth, power and values of our society. We want to climb the ladder of human promotion; we want to be recognized for our efficiency, strength and virtue. The cry of the poor threatens the rich man in us. Sometimes we are ready to give money and a little time, but we are
afraid to give our hearts, enter into a personal relationship of love and community with them. Because if we do this, we will have to die for all our selfishness and for all the hardness of our hearts. — Jean Vanier, Community and Growth Page 2 Perhaps today some people see opposition between a seemingly barren, old,
institutional church cut off from the world, the care of buildings and a fear of membership and participation, and on the other hand. , new communities, full of life, enthusiasm, risk, openness and welcome, fears of the great issues of the world - injustice, torture, peace, disarmament, ecology, better distribution of wealth,
liberation of women, drug addiction, AIDS, people with disabilities, etc. . . But we know that every community, with time, risks closing itself down and becoming an empty law-admiss institution. The new communities of today can become the closed, barren institutions of tomorrow. — Jean Vanier, Community And Growth
Page 3 People in the community sometimes believe that they know better than others or are considered saviors. Community judging means that all members, or at least all those responsible, seek to jointly discover its direction and important matters it's done. Vitally, judgment is approached without passion, so no one
feels the need to convince others or impose specific ideas. If everyone listens to each other's thoughts, the truth will gradually and peacefully emerge. It may take a long time, but it's worth it because once a decision has been made, each member of the community will have a personal commitment to the project. — Jean
Vanier, Community and Growth
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