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Fake coupons have become more popular as more and more companies offer discounts and online deals — but how do you tell the difference between counterfeits and real things? Dangers of fake online coupons In the best case scenario, you just don't get a discount. But in the worst case, clicking on a fake coupon can
cause you to get malware on your device —potentially allowing scammers access to your personal information and any other accounts or information stored in that device. And this is the case with pretty much anything you do online these days. Paying attention to the types of links you click on in emails and on social
media is critical to protecting your information and your safety. So to avoid both the annoyances and potential dangers that come from fake coupons, here are some tips to help you discover them. 1. Use Your Gut Seriously. When you take a moment to think and realize there's something kind of 'off' about something, it
often causes a common sense of hesitation, right? Well, like almost everything in life, that can be said easier than done — especially when you've been thinking about how much you can buy with incredible deals of 50% off everything at Target or Kroger just to like their Facebook page. And it doesn't mean that great
deals are not out there, but before you click on any 'incredible’ offers, it at least takes a few minutes to think about the probability that a good offer might exist in real life. One example is a fake target coupon offering 50% off anything that has been circulating on Facebook recently. Read more: How to reduce, or even
delete, your digital footprint 2. If it says for free - it may not be coupons for free items that exist, but they are usually for new and/or small products. 3. Check expiration date Unlike gift cards, coupons can still have expiration dates - and most do. So if you see a great coupon without an expiration date, it's a red flag. If it
has one, be sure to consider it carefully. A glimpse at a coupon that expires on 30/2/16 may be enough to convince you that it is good to click - but once it takes a moment to think - Wait a minute ... In addition, coupons for free items usually expire sooner rather than later. So if it doesn't expire until 2020, it could be fake.
Read more: Be careful with these 3 Facebook scams 4. Check the source If the online coupon does not come directly from the company's website or legitimate coupon site like Savings.com, then do not click on it! here are a few ways to identify a legitimate source: If it says it's directly from the company, visit the
company's website directly to check. Search reviews of any sources you don't recognize and/or check with the Better Business Bureau online here. If the coupon is emailed, it is important to verify it's possible to make a fake email source look legitimate, but if you hover over the link in the email, you can see the actual
destination in the lower-left corner of the email screen. And if the destination of the link looks a bit bizarre, don't click on it! The Coupon Information Center has a blacklist of known fake coupons. Check out the list here for anything you might not be sure about. Important note: While CIC is a great resource, it may not
receive fake coupons as quickly as they are being circulated on social media and via email. So if a coupon you see isn't on that list, it doesn't necessarily mean it's real. CIC listings are also a great way to get acquainted with these types of fake offers online, to detect similar offers in the future. How to protect yourself
from similar online scams Email scams is nothing new, but as scammers continue to grow and keep people off guard, you should familiarize yourself with the best ways to detect and avoid potentially fraudulent emails: Ignore the urgency: Make sure you can verify the legality of the offer before handing over any personal
information. Scammers will often try to help you act before thinking twice by creating a sense of urgency. Don't be for that! Confirm contact information: Check if you can find a physical address and/or phone number from the company, and then check if the address is actually a real place. You can also test a company by
doing an online search with the Better Business Bureau. Make sure the payment is done through a secure connection: Before you enter your credit card information, confirm that the URL starts with https—s stands for secure — and has a lock icon in the browser bar. Poor grammar and spelling checks: Both in email and
on websites. Spelling mistakes and bad grammar are a big warning sign that it's a scam! You can win or lose a person's attention with your profile picture, and it's not because of your looks. What you're doing in photos can affect how you feel, and with the right images, you can attract a few more eyes and invitations in
your inbox. You don't have to be ridiculously handsome to succeed at online dating. In fact, sometimes more attractive people can be at a disadvantage in online dating. According to a study by OKCupid, women prefer to text guys with average appearance more often than the most attractive men. (But the opposite is not
exactly true—on OKCupid, two-thirds of male messages go to the third highest rated women.) So if you're a guy usually, you've been ahead of the game. So why do so many guys post zoolander selfies, shirtless gym photos, and professional photography headshots? They're trying too hard, and it shows. The woman
you're looking for probably doesn't care Tools. What increases your odds of meeting more people in person, regardless of your gender and orientation, is when your photos show your preferences, your sense of humor, your full life, pets, and interests. More than any selfie, these profile photos show people how unique
and interesting you are. They tell us that we have things in common with you, a lot to talk about, and that it looks like fun to go out with you. We've talked about this a short time before, but today we're taking a closer look at what kind of images do well. Note: This is a guest post in which a lot of advice is directed at men
who are looking for women - but many rules apply around. In case they don't, we've noted it with some information from OKCupid.Eight Profile Pictures That Help You Win at Datingl Online) You're active/doing something you love. Smart people make their photos work twice the time: show off their appearance and
preferences. OKCupid's research on successful wild photos shows that men are twice as likely to meet women in person when you post a photo of yourself doing something interesting instead of drinking alcohol (a standard backup photo). Why this works: You're showing visitors how you have a full, engaging life, and
you're likely to share some common interests. When your photos create conversation themes, viewers won't have to think much about how to respond to your messages. And the easier you make it for them to meet, the better. The next thing you know, the two of you are chatting away about your favorite rock climbing
points nearby. Are you pictured from the last time you went rock climbing? Coach your nephew's football team? Playing Dominion? Give them a little love on your profile. And if you don't have your pictures doing something you like, get some! Next time you're geo-caching or in the middle of a game night, there's a friend
who takes a few shots.2) You, not alone. When someone's selfie is all selfies, it doesn't show your social side (and, depending on the nature of those selfies, might even appear a little self-commendable). One or two of your photos with friends, looking happy and natural, are way better than a boring profile, poses selfies.
Why this works: People want to know that you're likely to have a healthy relationship. When a few photos show your bike team, group of volunteers, or others clearly enjoy spending time with you, asking for eyes can feel pretty confident you're not a sociopath. (Which actually increases the odds of you experiencing more
days in person!) If you haven't checked out your tagged photos recently Facebook, let's review. Your goal is not to look perfect in each one. It's okay if you and your friends are red beets and sunburnt from a fishing day. The goal is to prove you are a normal person, happy with the people you enjoy your company. But try
to keep the large group image to a Group photos make it difficult for people to detect you—where to turn photos into Waldo games. A photo of you and a friend or two is ideal. 3) You with your family. This works like a powered-up version of the image with friends. On the next vacation, grab your brother, a few cousins, or
your grandfather. Have someone take a close-up shot of the photo, so you can easily recognize it, and place your arm around Grandpa. Why this works: Many women love family pics because we immediately assume you're close to your family, a caring son, a good brother, and a sweet nephew. Basically, that you are
one of the good people. Good people make good boyfriends. A photo of you with your lovely niece, nephew, or kid's friends is also amazingly superhuman messaging. It implies you are good with children and therefore will be a great father. (However, upload with caution: you can attract some women who are willing to
be wives, so make sure that's what you're looking for.) 4) You with your pets. According to OKCupid, photos with animals are even better to get women to meet in person than your pictures do something interesting. So round up the nearest, cat, or baby elephant and let magic happen. Oddly enough, research suggests
that reversal is not true for women who lay out with animals. Why this works: Guys who are that kind of animals are hot, there's no question about it. You give off a vibe that is caring but playful... gentle but protective ... pleasant but responsible. Swoon. Plus, when women see a cute guy cuddling a cuddle animal, we
imagine how good it would be to cuddle us. 5) Shoot your whole body. This is a best online dating practice because it is presentable in popularity. We want to know what you really look like. You feel anxious when all the photos of a woman are cut just below her split, right? You know she is hiding something, and it is not
a wooden leg. (Strangely, for women posting pictures of themselves, the classic Myspace shot is really what gets the most reactions). Unless you want others to doubt you, post at least one photo showing your entire body. Why this works: You want others to know you're an honest, honest person. A lot of creeps post
deceptive pictures, or lie on their profiles. After a few bad days, anyone will get sick of this. When we see you are confident and honest about who you are, we will do it. The most useful online dating profile pictures6) is flattering. Yes: duh. But tons of people posting photos deliberately unflattering, looking super drunk,
making ugly faces, or whatever What. Sometimes it gives humorous effects, but you can only beat someone to punch by giving a reason to be rejected. But what is the point of online dating, then? It's okay if you have a picture of a sea dive or a photo of you on Halloween as a hunchback. You should show your interests
and personality. Just don't let the photos get less flattering who proves that you're way hotter than Quasimodo, even if you think you're being hilariously ironic. 7) Be genuine. Happiness is fascinating! Many of the stone-faced selfies in the gym mirror make everyone look dull. And five emo-pouting images in a row get
tiring. Show people that you love to be happy. We want to know what you look like when you're having a great time — so we can imagine how exciting it will be right next to you. 8) Is accurate and recent. Some people choose images that make them seem better looking in some ways. They can hide their beer intestines,
crooked teeth, or bald spot. This is a big bummer for two reasons: When you choose a deceptive profile picture, and then meet a date in person, they will find that you lie. Lying by omission is not a good way to start a relationship- but you probably won't make it on a second day at all. You may lose the opportunity to
meet people who like your so-called flaws! Crooked teeth can be raffish, baldness can be sexy, and some extra weight can be great for cuddling. There's a lot of social classes out there! Show your appearance and age with honesty. People will find your confidence really appealing. Online dating is one of those places
where you can be yourself. Be who you are - so that the right person can find you! | write smart online dating tips for men. For more tips on writing messages that get answers, what to say (and what not to say) in your profile, and the best ways to get women's attention, see MenAskEm.Image by Venimo (Shutterstock).
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