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Facts about costa rica

Could you tell me why Costa Rica has been left off your list of the 18 best places to retreat? asks reader Stephen L. of the United States. Costa Rica is perhaps the world's best-known foreign retreat paradise. Back in the 1980s, he worked hard to earn that status, the government even hiring a Madison
Avenue advertising agency to help turn the country around as the world's first choice for Americans looking to go abroad. Costa Ricans have managed to attract the attention of tens of thousands of foreign, American and European retirees attracted by the country's pension program of tax cuts and savings
... as well as its natural beauty and beautiful Pacific coast. In addition, At the time, Costa Rica was cheap. Pretty cheap that foreign retirees didn't mind putting up with San Jose (an unattractive, dirty and crowded place). They were even happy to overlook the country's broken infrastructure. What if the
road was not paved and adorned with ruts? Your dream home at the end of it, with the Pacific crashing just beyond your front door, was a bargain purchase. That was 20 years ago. Costa Rica is a different place today. San Jose is more unattractive than ever ... and increasingly dangerous. The rest of the
country is still beautiful, yes, but not quite safe either. Crime has become a serious concern for both travellers and foreign retirees. Moreover, in 1992, after working so hard the previous decade to woo American and European retirees, Costa Rica seemed to change its mind. The Costa Ricans have not



eliminated the pension program; they simply eliminated most of the tax breaks it had promised as part of a deficit reduction austerity plan. And they don't have grandfather existing pensionados. Thus, those who had chosen Costa Rica for the pension benefits it offered were surprised and disappointed to
find that these benefits no longer existed. Since then, pensioners have paid the same duties on imported cars and household items, for example, as Costa Ricans. Now the Costa Rican government is considering a new adjustment to the pensionado program. They are talking about increasing, perhaps
substantially, the minimum monthly income requirement to qualify. And, again, if the change is made, existing pensioandos will not be acquired. To renew your status, you will need to be eligible under the new requirements. Many existing pensioners will not be able to afford it. They are worried... and start
making and planning moves. Many come Panama, for example. They are looking to leave Costa Rica now not only because his pension benefits are defunct, but for other good reasons, too. The cost of living has gone up... the cost of real estate has swelled in some areas... and, in the meantime,
infrastructure has remained the status quo. That is, broken down. Having not travelled in the country for five or six years, I returned last summer to find that the are not in better shape... and there are no more. Now, your dream home is always at the end of a dirt road adorned with ruts... but in many
places it's not a good deal. David Stubbs, Costa Rica correspondent and living in the country for five years with his family, tells the story of friends who bought a house in an inaccessible place... because they were assured that a road was going to come in. Years later, their home is as difficult to access
as the day they bought it. However, no road... This is how the work is going on in this country, which is long on infrastructure promises and short of follow-up. A new highway from San Jose to the Pacific Coast has been discussed for more than two decades. It was even drawn on maps. It is now, today,
finally, under construction. I have been scouting and reporting on international real estate markets for about 25 years. I have come to accept that emerging property markets attract what I have come to think of as an element of carpetbagger. When these Wild West situations develop, the guys from the
United States and Europe leave to make as much money as possible as quickly as they can. In these heated, frenetic, unregulated conditions, you can expect to meet real estate agents and real estate developers who were travel agents or entrepreneurs back in Florida, say, maybe only a few months
ago. They seizing a market opportunity. They're not in for the long haul. These guys make big promises, earn net commissions, and generally do whatever it takes to make the sale. Again, they exist in all unregulated emerging markets... including Costa Rica. Maybe mostly including Costa Rica. Like
many real estate markets around the world right now, Costa Rica's real estate market is down. In some regions, the Costa Rican market is at crisis opportunities. Still, I had an email from a developer recently asking if we would be interested in marketing its development for it. His project is located on the
Pacific coast of Costa Rica, in the Region of Guanacaste. I know that. It peaked earlier this decade. And now he's in trouble. A good place to shop for distress sales. At least that's my take point. The developer who wrote to me, however... he saw things differently. It's a fast-changing market right now, he
told me. Prices are going up. You can bet on continuous appreciation. Your readers will want to enter quickly, because there are only so many lots I did it. Because I realized from his initial email that he was one of those guys. One of those guys who will say anything to make a sale. And, because guys
like that will say anything... you can't believe a word. As I said, this syndrome is not unique to Costa Rica. But I must also say that I have met more of these guys in this country than perhaps elsewhere. For all these reasons, I left Costa Rica from my recent Top 18 Overseas Havens Havens On the other
hand... When his friend David Stubbs was looking to relocate his family from the United States to Central America five years ago, he went shopping. And he chose Costa Rica over all the options in this part of the world. For two good reasons: First of all, the weather in the hills surrounding San Jose is
much nicer than the weather in Panama City. Cooler and less humid. Second, the international schooling options in San Jose are perhaps the best in the region. Panama City also offers the best choices, but David was very impressed with the world-class English language options offered by Costa Rica
for the education of his two children. And you can't argue with that. Kathleen Peddicord S.P. The countries I have included on my list? Argentina Belize China Croatia The Dominican Republic Ecuador France India Ireland Italy Malaysia Mexico Panama The Philippines Thailand Uruguay So these are the
countries we will consider live and in person and with the help of experts and expatriates gathered from all over the world at our Conference How To Retire Overseas, which starts tomorrow morning here in Panama City... Comments The process of moving to Costa Rica can be quick and easy or long and
difficult depending on whether you have done your due diligence. Costa Rica today does not boast of the majority of the benefits that blew it up in the 1980s. Yet it provides many reasons for expats to continue coming every year to live and retire. Why moving to Costa Rica Costa Rica offers (depending
on which part you are going) an affordable life, beach and city. It offers an immaculate eco-adventure, animal diversity, endless national parks with lakes, volcanoes, etc. The beaches are top notch, and the lifestyle is as laid back as it gets. The life of the city can go from little and quiet as San Ramon to
the full city life in San Jose. The weather in Costa Rica is what people consider the perfect picture. Importing goods to Costa Rica Rates and tax requirements vary for cars, appliances, pets and other goods in Costa Rica. Here's a quick overview of import taxes in each case: Importing a car to Costa Rica
You will find that importing your own car from the homeland may not be such a good idea. Taxes for the importation of a vehicle into Costa Rica start at 52.29% of the total value of the vehicle. This rate only applies to cars less than three years old. If you thought it was prohibitive, take a look at the rates
for older cars. For cars between 4 and 5 years, the fixed rate 63.91% of the total value, and this rate goes up to 79.03% for cars over 5 years old. This may leave anyone perplexed, but the reason why these taxes are so exorbitant are divided in two: The government is actively trying to slow the growth of
automobile traffic. The goal is to get the growing fleet of vintage cars off the streets. · An environmental concern over emissions Cars. Importing household goods and appliances to Costa Rica Costa Rica's customs law has three items covering imports of used goods. This means that the items will be
exempt under one section and a tax under another section of the Customs Act. You need to understand each item to take advantage of it and avoid high import costs. Moving goods not considered baggage in Costa Rica Each person entering Costa Rica has the right to import free import duties worth
$500 worth of items/goods not considered baggage every 6 months. Note that these should be for personal use only. There are a few simple conditions to follow: The importer must be an adult (18 years or older) The importer must have entered the country within the last 90 days Proof of value (i.e.
invoice) must be presented for new items You will get your passport stamped for a period of 180 days. Until then, you won't be able to receive this right again Even if you import goods below $500, you have to wait 180 days to import tax-free again. Move your pets to Costa Rica According to the U.S.
Embassy in Costa Rica, your dog or cat must be accompanied by a health certificate issued by a licensed veterinarian... and be approved by a veterinarian from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services (VS). Additional
information should include: Certification Statement This will allow the animal to be healthy and free of any clinical signs of infectious disease. You must complete this exam 2 weeks before the departure date. Dogs must have vaccines against distemper disease, hepatitis, leptospirosis, parvovirus and
rabies. Cats must have the rabies vaccine. Vaccine requirements The animal must be more than 3 months old to be vaccinated. Vaccination.
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