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Florida - Florida State football rivalry Florida Gators Florida State Seminoles First meeting November 22, 1958Florida 21, Florida State 7Latest meetingNovember 30, 2019Florida 40, Florida State 17TrophyMakala Trophy[1], Florida CupStatisticsMeetings total64All-time seriesFlorida leads, 36—26—-2 (.578)[2]Fluida’s
biggest win, 49-0 (1973)Fluida’s longest win, 9 (1968—76)Fluida's current victory , 2 (2018-present) [Interactive Full Screen Map] Location of Florida and Florida State Football Competition Florida-Florida, sometimes called Sunshine Showdown, is an American college football competition between the teams of two of
Florida's oldest public universities: Florida Gators University and Florida State University Seminoles. [3] Both universities are engaged in a wide range of inter-school sports, and over the past few years, the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services has sponsored sunshine showdown promotions that
increase the total number of wins for each school in head-to-head sports competitions. [4] However, the annual football match between the Gators and Seminoles has always been the fiercest and most notable competition between rivals in the state. [3] The Florida and Florida State football series began in 1958, and the
game has generally been played the Saturday after Thanksgiving since the 1970s. The teams met annually from 1958 to 2019 before the 2020 meeting was canceled due to the COVID-19 epidemic. [5] The Gators dominated the series before coach Bobby Bowden first brought FSU to national notminence in 1976, after
which competition became much more competitive. Florida leads the overall series 36-26-2, while FSU holds a 24-21-1 advantage since 1976. The competition has been split equally with ten wins per person since 2000. Over the past three decades, one or both often highly ranked teams came into the competition last
season, adding national championship significance to an already heavy competition with bragging rights in the state. From 1990 to 2000, each meeting had both schools ranked in the top 10 of the Associated Press rankings, with one or both schools ranked in the top five several times. The winner of the game will
continue to compete in the national championship game for those six seasons (1993, 1995, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2000). The Roots History Series of a competitive Florida State College football program, one of Florida State University's predecessor organizations, sponsored a varsity football team from 1902 to 1904 and won
the state championship in each season. [6] With the passing of the Buckman Act in 1905, the Florida Legislature abolished Florida State College and redemed its Tallahassee campus to Florida Women's College for the fall of 1905 term, ending Program. Its name was officially changed to Florida State College for Women
in 1909. In the same 1905 re-mandated re-mandate of the Buckman Act, four smaller state-supported colleges were abolished and their properties and academic programs consolidated to establish the new Florida State University, a new all-male university located in Gainesville. Florida State College's last coach, Jack
Forsythe, became the first coach of the new Florida State University football team in 1906. [6] The name of the new men's university was officially shortened to the University of Florida in 1909, the football team was nicknamed Gators in 1915, and the UF launched a varsity football team every year except in 1943, when
manpower shortages during World War Il prevented most athletics from intercollegiate. In 1947, the Florida Legislature re-organized the state's university system again. To adapt to the post-World War Il increase in college admissions, both the University of Florida and Florida State College for Women have become
coeducational, with the Tallahassee organization taking its current name, Florida State University. Florida State immediately established a football program for the 1947 season, and helped found the non-scholarship Dixie Conference along with several other small football programs in 1948. After three seasons, the FSU
became an independent program, began offering football scholarships, and planned their first games against major college programs in 1951, at which point FSU coaches, players, and students began calling for games against the Gators. The start of the University of Florida administration series, however, was reluctant
to treat Florida State University as an equal, less competitive sports intercollegiate than for reasons of limited state funding for higher education and the perception that Florida State's need for a larger share of those funds could undercut the University of Florida's role as the school the state's historic top university. As the
impasse dragged on, a bill proposed in the Florida Legislature in 1955 would oblige two schools to compete against each other in football and other sports. While the bill was voted down, Florida Gov. LeRoy Collins personally asked University of Florida president J. Wayne Reitz that he take the lead in starting an annual
football series between the two state universities. Reitz agreed, and the schools negotiated a contract to start their football series in 1958, the first opening available on the Gators' non-conference schedule. [7] One of the provisions of the first contract was that all matches were played at the Gators' home ground, Florida
Field in Gainesville, because the Seminoles' home ground at Doak Campbell Stadium had a capacity of less than 20,000. The first game in the series was all played in Florida State initiated a series of expansions to Doak Campbell Stadium, and beginning in 1964, the game site rotated on an annual home-and-away
basis between Gainesville and Tallahassee. The Gators held a 20-11-1 advantage in matches held in Gainesville, and had a one-match advantage for players in Tallahassee, 13—-12-1. The Gators and Seminoles have split two neutral-site games —both Sugar Bowls played in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New
Orleans (1994 and 1997). Since the game became a home competition, the Gators led 30-23-1. Since Bobby Bowden became head coach at Florida State in 1976, the Seminoles hold a 21-20-1 edge. The first contest The game in 1961, which ended in a draw with a strong advantage in terms of resources, facilities and
home field advantage (the first six games of the series were played in Gainesville), Gators would dominate the competition in its formable years, albeit often in low-scoring competitions. Florida won the first three contests before drawing 3-3 in 1961 that Gator coach Ray Graves compared to a family death. [8] The teams
eventually played at the newly expanded Doak Campbell Stadium in 1964, and the FSU finally defeated Florida, a feat they repeated in Gainesville in 1967. Overall, however, the Gators were 16-2-1 against the Seminoles from 1958 to 1976. A particularly poor stretch for the Seminoles was between 1969 and 1972 when
wide-receiving Barry Smith played for Florida State. He has not played in the 1969 contest since the freshmen did not qualify afterwards but recalled the 1970-72 game in a recent article in The Tampa Tribune, My Second Year . . . | ran backwards . . . and | remember being crucified by Jack Youngblood. | remember
watching the ball be pitched to me and thinking, when the ball was about halfway through, that it was kind of race to see whether he was going to get to the ball first or me. He's frothing at the edge. | still have nightmares from the hit he gave me . . . In my fifth year, we were 5-0 and Florida was 0-5. There is no question
that we are much better team, and they beat us . . . My senior year, we're playing Florida at home and we're 4-0. They've got a good team, but it's not like the year before. . . . Chan Gailey was their quarterback, and he had a big game. That game is an explosion. They burned us down. It got worse, | had to throw a
touchdown pass . . . [2] 1976-1989: Bowden arrived; the rise and fall of Pell Bobby Bowden came to Florida State in 1976 and began revolving around the sports program. After losing their first game to Florida in 1976, the Seminoles will win the next four games in the competition, their first win series since 1967. This will
begin a decade and a half in which opponents will take turns running out of winning streaks against the other. The Gators also changed leadership, hiring coach Charley Charley from Clemson University to replace Doug Dickey in 1979. After a dismal 0-10-1 first season, Pell quickly returned to the Florida program,
fielding champion-contending teams in the early 1980s. The chiefs marched at Florida Field in 1983 Under Pell's leadership, Florida dominated the competition from 1981 to 1986, including putting a record series of 53 points on the scoreboard in the 1983 contest. However, an NCAA investigation of Florida's football
program revealed numerous violations of the rules in the early years of Pell's term. Pell was fired and the probation program began in 1985. Over the next three seasons, Florida played with a reduced number of scholarship players and Gator football games that could not appear on television, setting up significant back
programs and allowing Florida State to sign more talented high school recruits in the state. In 1986, the Gators extended their winning streak against FSU to a 17-13 defeat in Tallahassee. However, the FSU then ran out four wins in a row over Florida as they became a match in the top 10 rankings and Florida's program
floundered under NCAA heavy sanctions. From Bowden's appearance in 1976 to the late 1980s, the series was tied 7-7. The return of a familiar face on the sidelines of the 1990 pre-season Gators will bring competition to new national highlights. 1990-2001: Bowden vs. Spurrier Steve Spurrier, who won the Heisman
Trophy as Florida's quarterback in 1966, returned as head coach of the Gators for the 1990 season. In the following eleven seasons, the competition between Florida State and Florida State reached the pinnacle of national importance. Because of Sugar Bowl rematches after the 1994 and 1996 seasons, Florida and



Florida State met fourteen times on the field during spurrier seasons coaching the Gators. And each time, one or both teams are ranked in the top 10 in the AP football poll. The decade began well with the first meeting of top 10 teams in the history of competition (UF No. 6, FSU No. 8) aiming for FSU's 45-30 victory in
Tallahassee. [9] The odds were even higher in 1991 in Gainesville, as both teams were ranked in the top five of the AP Poll (FSU No. 3, UF No. 5). The Gators have just clinched their first SEC championship while the Seminoles still feel the sting of a defeat at the hands of rival Miami Hurricanes. The game was a
defensive struggle that culminated in a Gator defensive stand late in the fourth quarter to secure a 14-9 victory. No.3 FSU dominated the 1992 contest at Tallahassee 45-24 against then-No. Six UFOs. 1993 brought back a collection of perhaps unsymmed talent in the history of competition. Two future Heisman title
winners in Charlie Ward and Danny Wuerffel have started from money Seminoles No.1 beat No.7 Gators 33-21, and went on to win the Bowl Bowl national championships. In the 1994 contest in Tallahassee, Florida held a 31-3 lead early in the fourth quarter, but an angry FSU return ended in a 31-31 tie in what was
known as Choke at Doak. The teams were given a rematch in the Sugar Bowl (Fifth Quarter in the French Quarter), which the Seminoles won 23-17. The No.3 Gators beat the Seminoles 35-24 in Gainesville in 1995, capping off Florida's first unbeaten regular season. As for the meaning of the National Championships,
1996 was the most intense of the series. Both unbeaten and ranked No.1 (UF) and No.2 (FSU) entered their regular-season finals in Tallahassee, where the Seminoles won a tough 24-21 contest. Florida will go on to win the SEC and earn a rematch with the No.1 Seminoles in the Sugar Bowl, where the Gators will win
52-20 for their first national championship in their ninety-year history. The 1st FSU unbeaten came into the 1997 contest against no. 10 Gators in Gainesville, but Florida won again 32-29 with a late touchdown run by Fred Taylor followed by a Dwayne Thomas interception by Thad Busby to seal the victory. After these
setbacks, Florida State has won three in a row against Top 4 Florida teams, winning games in 1998 and 2000 in Tallahassee and the 1999 contest in Gainesville on its way to a second national championship. Florida State and Florida combined for fourteen conference championships and three national championships in
the 1990s. In addition, the winner of the game will play for the national championship five times in the decade. Over those years, FSU held a 7-4-1 advantage in what was believed to be the most important competition in college football during that time. The 2001 game was Steve Spurrier's t thirteenth and last Florida-
Florida State game as head coach of the Gators. The 2001 Gators entered the game with national title aspirations, and easily defeated the Seminoles 37-13. Florida finished the season 10-2 ranked third nationally in both major polls; Florida State finished 8-4 and ranked fifteenth. The 2001 game was also the end of a
twelve-year era for Florida; Spurrier will resign as head coach of the Gators after the season, finishing 5-8-1 in the head-to-head series. [10] Twelve Bowden-Spurrier confrontations provided some of the most memorable games in the series' history. 2002-2004: Zook replaces Spurrier Ron Zook debuted as Florida's head
coach in 2002, and the game marks the first time since 1986 that no team has been ranked in the AP Poll's Top 10. Despite being an weak home, Bowden's Seminoles won easily 31-14, starting a two-game series Winning the streak, which they continued in 2003 with a controversial 38-34 victory at Gainesville called
The Swindle in The Swamp. Entered the match in 2004, 7—4 unranrated Gators underdogs when they come to face seminoles No.8 in Tallahassee, where they have not won since 1986. [11] Zook was fired as head of the Gators, but was allowed to finish the season. But on the night that the turf at Doak Campbell
Stadium was re-christened Bobby Bowden Field in honor of the longtime Florida State coach, the victory belonged to Zook of the Florida Gators, 20-13, and Zook was taken from his players and received a standing ovation from visiting Florida fans. [12] Zook's third and final game in Florida State as Gators coach began a
six-game winning streak for the Gators. With Florida hiring head coach Urban Meyer after Zook's passing, Gators once again gained national notity, winning the program's second and third national championships in 2006 and 2008, while Florida State struggled to regain the level of success the program had known in the
1990s. 2005-2010: Urban Meyer and Bowden retired Florida State-Florida State game in 2007 Florida-Florida State game marking Bobby Bowden's 36th against the Gators in thirty-four seasons as Seminoles head coach; it was also the last time he retires at the end of the 2009 season. He finished his head coaching
career with a 17-18-1 record against the Gators. [13] Notably, Bowden's thirty-four years in Tallahassee extend the term of seven different Gators head coaches: Doug Dickey (1970-78), Charley Pell (1979-85), Galen Hall (19 85-89), Gary Darnell (1989), Steve Spurrier (1990-2001), Ron Zook (2002—-04) and Urban
Meyer (2005-10). Florida State ended Florida State's winning streak in 2010 under first-year head coach Jimbo Fisher, who led the Seminoles to a 31-7 win in Tallahassee. [14] The 2010 contest was the last for Urban Meyer as Florida's head coach and his only loss to Florida State in six meetings. 2011-present: In
2011, Fisher's Seminoles won their first game at Gainesville since 2003 despite gaining less than 100 yards of total offense. Florida quarterback John Brantley threw three interceptions leading to two short rushing touchdowns by Florida State running back Devonta Freeman in the Seminoles' 21-7 victory. [15] The 2012
contest marked the first time since 2004 both teams were ranked in the top 10, and the head-to-head game was the sixth most watched game on television of the college football season when Florida used a plan to control the ball and force four FSU turnovers to win 37-26 in Tallahassee. In 2013, Florida State was 11-0
and ranked #1 while the Gators were 4-7 on their way to their first losing record since 1979. The Seminoles hit The Gators were 37-7 for their most lopsided win in Gainesville. The FSU were again unbeaten and ranked #1 in 2014 when they welcomed an unranrated Florida team to Tallahassee. Florida's Coach Will Will
was fired but has been coaching out the rest of the regular season. In his last game in Florida, his Gators kept it close before falling to 24-19. In 2015, both teams were again ranked #13 Florida State to Gainesville to face #12 Florida. Florida State's defense shut down the Gator offense under first year coach Jim
McElwain, allowing only a late safety in a 27-2 rout. It was their third consecutive win in Gainesville. Florida's offense rose again in the 2016 game, and the Seminoles won 31-13 for their fourth consecutive win in the series. Both programs experienced sub-par seasons in 2017 and each met 4-6, marking the first time
since 1959 that rivals met while sporting a losing record. The season-ending game was the last for every head coach at their respective schools, as Florida's Randy Shannon was served on an interim basis after firing Jim McElwain and Jimbo Fisher would accept head coaching jobs at Texas A&M. M days later. The
Seminoles won 38-22 for their fifth consecutive win in the series and their fourth consecutive victory at Gainesville, their longest winning streak at Florida Field. [16] Both rivals hired new head coaches ahead of the 2018 season: Willie Taggart at Florida State and Dan Mullen in Florida. In the first game between head
coaches for the first year in series history, Mullen's Gators routed the Seminoles 41-14 in Tallahassee, ending Florida State's five-game winning streak in the series and their 36-year streak. Taggart was sacked nine games into the 2019 season, and Odell Haggins was interim coach of the Seminoles in the Gators' 40-17
win in Gainesville. Florida victoriesFlorida State victoriesTie gamesNo.DateLocationWinning teamLosing team1 November 22, 1958 Gainesville #12 Florida 21 Florida State November 72, 1959 Gainesville Florida 18 Florida State 83 September 24, 1960 Gainesville Florida 3 Florida State 04 30 September 1961
Gainesville Tie3Tie35 November 17, 1962 Gainesville Florida 20 Florida State 76 November 30, 1963 Gainesville Florida 7 Florida State November 30, 1964 Tallahassee Florida State 16 Florida 78 november 27, 1965 Gainesville Florida 30 Florida State 179 October 8, 1966 Tallahassee #10 Florida 22 Florida State
1910 November 25, 1967 Gainesville Florida State 21 Florida 1611 September 28, 1968 Tallahassee #5 Florida 9 Florida State 312 October 4 1969 Gainesville #12 Florida 21 Florida State 613 October 10, 1970 Tallahassee Florida 38 Florida State 2714 October 16 , 1971 Gainesville Florida 17 Florida State Ngay 7
thang 10, 1972 Tallahassee Florida 42 #13 Florida State 1316 Ngay 1 thang 12 nam 1973 Gainesville Florida 49 Florida State 017 October 19, 1974 Tallahassee #14 Florida 24 Florida State 1418 October 18, 1975 Gainesville #14 Florida 34 Florida State State October 16, 1976 Tallahassee #12 Florida 33 Florida State
2620 December 3, 1977 Gainesville #19 Florida State 37 Florida 921 November 25, 1977, 1978 Tallahassee Florida State 38 Florida 2122 November 24, 1979 Gainesville #5 Florida State 27 Florida 1623 December 6, 1980 Tallahassee #3 Florida State 17 #19 Florida 1324 November 28, 1981 Gainesville Florida 35
Florida State 325 1982 Tallahassee Florida 13 #15 Florida State 1026 December 3, 1983 Gainesville #12 Florida 53 Florida State 1427 December 1, 1984 Tallahassee #3 Florida 27 #12 Florida State 1728 November 30, 1985 Gainesville #6 Florida 38 #12 Florida State 1429 November 29, 1986 Tallahassee Florida 17
Florida State 1330 November 28 1987 Gainesville #3 Florida State 28 Florida 1431 November 26, 1988 Tallahassee #5 Florida State 52 Florida 1732 December 2, 1989 Gainesville #6 <8> Florida State 24 Florida 1733 December 1, 1990 Tallahassee #8 Florida State 45 #6 Florida 30No.DateLocationWinning teamLosing
team34 November 30, 1991 Gainesville #5 Florida 14 #3 Florida State 935 November 28, 1992 Tallahassee #3 Florida State 45 #6 Florida 2436 November 27, 1993 Gainesville #1 Florida State 33 #7 Florida 2137 November 26 November 2, 19951 New Orleans #7 Florida State 23 #5 Florida 17A39 November 25, 1995
Gainesville #3 Florida 35 #6 Florida State 2440 November 30 1996 Tallahassee #2 Florida State 24 #1 Florida 2141 January 2, 19971 New Orleans #3 Florida 52 #1 1997 Gainesville #10 Florida 32 #2 Florida State 2943 November 21, 1943 1943 , 1998 Tallahassee #5 Florida State 23 #4 Florida 1244 November 20,
1999 Gainesville #1 Florida State 30 #3 Florida 2345 November 18, 2000 Tallahassee #3 Florida State 30 #4 Florida November 746, 17, 2001 Gainesville #4 Florida 37 #20 Florida State 1347 November 30, 2002 Tallahassee #23 Florida State 31 #15 Florida 1448 November 29, 2003 Gainesville #9 Florida State 38 #11
Florida 3449 November 20 2004 Tallahassee Florida 20 #10 Florida State 1350 November 26, 2005 Gainesville #19 Florida 34 #23 Florida State 751 November 25, 2006 Tallahassee #4 Florida 21 Florida State 1452 November 24, 200607 Gainesville #9 Florida 45 Florida State 1253 November 29, 2008 Tallahassee #2
Florida 45 #23 Florida State 1554 November 28, 2009 Gainesville #1 Florida 37 Florida State 1055 November 27, 2010 Tallahassee #22 Florida State 31 Florida November 26, 2011 Gainesville Florida State 21 Florida 757 November 24, 2012 Tallahassee #4 Florida 37 #10 Florida State 2658 November 30, 2013
Gainesville #2 Florida State 37 Florida 759 Nov 29 , 2014 Tallahassee #1 Florida State 24 1960 Ngay 28 thang 11, 2015 Gainesville #14 Florida State 27 #10 Florida 261 Ngay 26 thang 11 nam 2016 Tallahassee #14 Florida State 31 #15 Florida 1362 November 25, 2017 Gainesville Florida State 38 Florida 2263
November 24, 2018 Tallahassee #13 Florida 41 41 1464 State November 30, 2019 Gainesville #8 Florida 40 Florida State 17Series: Florida leads 36-26-2[2] T Sugar Bowl (1995 and 1997) Notable games 1961: A death in the Florida State family's emerging football program stunned the Gators on this day with a 3-3 tie
Florida coach Ray Graves compared the result to a family death, Roy Bickford was the star for the Seminoles and was named game MVP. Bickford intercepted a punt to set up the Seminoles' only FG, intercepted a pass deep in FSU territory to block a solid UF score, and had an interception on the UF's final scoring
drive. [17] 1964: FSU's first win Although many of the first many games in the series ended (and the 1961 contest ended in a 3—3 draw), Florida State has yet to beat their state rivals in six attempts. The 1964 game will be the first time that the Gators will cruise to Doak Campbell Stadium, and the Seminoles under coach
Bill Peterson have been enjoying their best season since joining the ranks of major college football programs. However, Gators still feel confident that another win is in the offing, coming out into the playground with the proud Never, FSU, Never! attached to their helmets. [19] Florida State quarterback Steve Tensi beat
Fred Biletnikoff with a touchdown in the first half, helping the Seminoles take a 13-0 lead in the first half when Gator's offense fumbled four times, including once at the FSU one-yard line. Florida, led by quarterback Steve Spurrier, finally scored in the third quarter to cut the lead to 13-7, but couldn't find the endzone
again. Les Murdock kicked a 42-yard field goal to secure victory for FSU, 16-7. [19] After the win, the Seminoles accepted their first bid for a major bowl game, beating Oklahoma in the Gator Bowl to end the season 9-1-1. [21] 1966: Catch or not? In another insignificant game coming into the eighth annual competition
between developing rivals, this game establishes full competition due to the controversy surrounding its results. In a tight contest, the Gators led the Seminoles late in the game, 22-19. FSU got the ball at the Gators' 45-yard-line with seventeen seconds left in the game. On first down, little used and previously injured
wide-receiving Lane Fenner entered the game in place of FSU star receiving Ron Sellers. FSU quarterback Gary Pajcic took the snap, Fenner got behind the UF defender, and Pajcic lofted a pass to Fenner in the front corner of the end zone for what appeared to be a game-winning FSU touchdown. However, referee
Doug Moseley signaled that Fenner had no control over the ball before rolling out of bounds and ruling out an incomplete pass. [22] Florida hosted for won 22-19, but the controversy heated up after the game when pictures that seemed to show Fenner making catches in the endzone were published in state newspapers.
Debate about whether or not to play should have ruled a touchdown continue to this day. [22] The 2014 Florida State Football Media Guide listed the final score as 26-22; [23] however, third-party references listed a score of 22-19. 1969: Cappleman crunched Florida and Florida State both 2-0 when the two teams met in
1969. The Gators beat the university of Houston's no.7 ranking two weeks ago and FSU has been off to a good start as well. The Gators won this matchup 21-6 on the back of a defensive surge that is unsymmed in Gator history. The Gators defense, led by base defensive lineman Jack Youngblood and second baseman
Robert Harrell, fired FSU quarterback Bill Cappleman eleven times for 91 yards leaving FSU with a negative total of 18 yards rushing in the game. In addition to the hasty passes, the FSU offense fumbled the ball eight times, losing five. Two other Gator Sophomores starred in the game as well, All-American wide out
Carlos Alvarez and quarterback John Reaves. The Gators went on to a 9-1-1 record that included a win over the Tennessee Volunteers in the Gator Bowl. 1970: Huff, the Florida Gators magic quarterback dominated Florida State for the first fifty-three minutes of the 1970 game. FSU quarterbacks Frank Whigham and
Tommy Warren couldn't move the ball and with seven minutes left in the game the Gators led 38-7. FSU coach Peterson put so-second Gary Huff into the game and he quickly completed two long passes, the second a 43-yard touchdown pass. The FSU defense forced John Reaves and gator offense into a three-out,
and on the next drive Huff used four plays to score a touchdown with 2:30 left in the game. With the score cut to 38-21 FSU attempted an onside kick without success but failed to cause an altercation on both benches. The FSU defense again forced Florida to punt and as time expired, Huff led the Seminoles to a
touchdown making the final score 38-27. All-American Gators Jack Youngblood has been criticized by the press for performing a wagging dance behind disrespect on a wall near the FSU student section. Both teams finished the season 7-4 but did not receive a bowl bid. Huff's passing caused FSU to actually overtake
the Gators in the game and it set, at the time, a record for most points scored by both teams in the competition. 1993: Ward went to Dunn The Seminoles entered The Swamp with a 10-1 record and aspirations to play for a national championship. Florida State's only defeat in 1993 was two weeks earlier at the hands of
Notre Dame Fighting Irish, 31-24, in South Bend. The Gators entered the contest 9-1, with a defeat at Auburn, but won the SEC Eastern Division. The Noles' led 13-0 ahead of what was a home record 85,507 fans at Florida Field. The FSU will never give up that lead. The Gators finally responded just before half-time
when Quarterback Danny Wuerffel hit his got-to-get Willie Jackson for an 11-yard touchdown pass to cut Florida State's lead to 13-7. Florida State came back to work on their first drive in the second half. Heisman Trophy winning quarterback Charlie Ward completed five of seven passes for 62 yards, including a 7-yard
touchdown attack to Kez McCorvey, giving the Seminoles a 20-7 lead. From this point on, the FSU seemed to have the upper hand as they took an impressive 27-7 lead entering the final half. Florida responded with a touchdown pass to Willie Jackson, this time from Terry Dean. FSU stormed right back and just when it
appeared 'Noles would seal the win, defender William Floyd coughed up football and the Florida defense recovered at its own 9-yard line, giving the Gators and its crowd new life. After converting some promotions Wednesday, Florida, behind Quarterback Terry Dean, drove all the way to FSU 31. Florida would cut the
lead to 27-21 when Dean hit his Jack Jackson reception for a remarkable, juggling, 31-yard touchdown pass that gasped record crowds at The Swamp. With the crowd roaring bigger than it had all day, Ward led the Seminoles back into the field with just under six minutes left in the game. The Seminoles face third down
at their own 21-yard-line. Unfazed, Charlie Ward hit freshman Warrick Dunn up the sideline for a 79-yard game-clinching touchdown run and a 33-21 FSU victory. FSU will go on to win the 1993 national championship, and Florida will win the SEC championship next week. 1994: Choking at Doak Details: Suffocating at
Doak Both teams entered the match with identical 9-1 results. Florida, ranked fourth, and Florida State, the defending national champion, finished seventh. Florida, under head coach Steve Spurrier, jumped out to take an early lead. In the fourth quarter, Florida took a 31-3 lead over Bobby Bowden's Florida State team.
In the biggest return of the fourth quarter of the series, the Seminoles gathered and scored four unanswered touchdowns. With 1:45 left in the game, a 4-yard touchdown run by Rock Preston made the game 31-30. Coach Bowden had to make the decision- he chose to kick more points than try to convert 2 points to tie
the game at 31. Florida State scored 28 unanswered points in the final fifteen minutes to cap off the biggest return of the fourth quarter of the series. Both teams were selected to the Sugar Bowl for a rematch and the first bowl match between the two teams. The game is called The Fifth Neighborhood in the French
Neighborhood. With 1:32 left and Florida State holding a 23-17 lead, Florida's back attempt was thwarted when Danny Wuerffel's pass was intercepted by Florida State linebacker Derrick Brooks to seal the game. 1996: No.1 vs. No.2 Gators ranked 1st and unbeaten went to Tallahassee favourite against seminoles
ranked second. Two. Noles got off to a quick start when Peter Boulware blocked Gators' first punt of the game, which resulted in a touchdown. Florida's last-time Heisman Trophy winner quarterback Danny Wuerffel threw three interceptions in the first half, and FSU had a 17-0 lead after a quarter of the game. Wuerffel
went in the right direction then, throwing for three touchdowns. The last (to WR Reidel Anthony) cut Florida State's lead to three points with just over a minute left to play. However, the sideline kick then crossed the line, and the Seminoles won sadly 24-21. [25] The star of the game was FSU running back Warrick Dunn,
who rushed for 185 yards; Wuerffel, who threw for 362 yards; and the FSU defense, which sacked Wuerffel six times and knocked him into the field on several other occasions. That seminole pass rush became a source of controversy after the game when Gators' coach Steve Spurrier claimed that the FSU player was
deliberately trying to hurt his star midfielder with late hits and cheap shots. [26] The Seminoles were flagged for roughing up passers-by twice during the game, and Spurrier had the UF video staff compile footage that he claimed showed FSU players tackling Wuerffel at the end of half a dozen more times. [27] 1997:
Sugar Bowl rematch for headlines Main article: 1997 Sugar Bowl End-of-season controversy begins after the team's regular season meeting intensified when the Texas Longhorns beat the third-ranked Nebraska Cornhuskers in the Big 12 Championship Game and Florida beat Alabama in the SEC Championship Game,
creating an FSU-UF rematch in the Sugar Bowl. Spurrier continued to complain to the press about the issue while FSU coach Bobby Bowden replied that he thought the blows in question were clean while admitting that we only hit the echo of the whistle instead of the whistle. [28] The Sugar Bowl match became even
more important on the eve of the game as the second-placed Arizona State Sun Devils lost to the fourth-ranked Ohio State Buckeyes in the Rose Bowl, making the contest between no.3 Gators and the No.1 Seminoles a de facto national championship game. To combat FSU's pass rush, Spurrier installed the shotgun
formation in an attempt to give quarterback Danny Wuerffel more time to throw. [29] The plan was successful, as the Gators turned a tight game (24-20 early in the second half) into a 52-20 rout after Wuerffel's 306 yards and three touchdown passes, giving the Gators their first national championship. [30] 1997: The
greatest game ever played at Swamp Florida State entered the game ranked No. 1 and was a two-digit favorite compared to No. 10 Florida. After a pre-game game, the Gators drove the ball 83 yards for a touchdown on the opening series. Spurrier made a two-quarterback system with Doug Johnson and walked senior
on Noah Brindise, and two almost all plays. Florida Florida Led 17-6 early in the second half after Seminoles quarterback Thad Busby found tight end Melvin Pearsall for a five-yard touchdown. The Gators fought back, however, as wide forward Travis McGriff caught a touchdown from Johnson, and running back Fred
Taylor scored from the 4-yard line to put Florida ahead 18-17 at half-time. In the second half, kicker Sebastian Janikowski exploded his second in three field goals to put Florida State back on top, but Taylor responded with a 61-yard touchdown run to regain the lead, 25-20. Seminoles running back Travis Minor scored
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