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Alex wants to skip visiting his uncle's goat farm, and his family finally agreed to let the 16-year-old stay home alone this time, when the whole world changed that September weekend, when a supervolcancy eruption shook civilization at its core. It's not like Alex was planning a wild party in his family's absence - just computer games and junk food on the menu. But these young
pleasures are gone now, like fresh air and electricity and sunlight and telephone service and relying on clean water and other people. Even 900 miles from the Yellowstone super volcano, earthquakes are throwing houses around like blocks of children in their hometown of Iowa. Then the ash begins to fall from the sky... And falling, falling and falling, clogging car engines, making it
hard to breathe, going into every slit of your clothes. Determined to reach out to his family, Alex collects the food and equipment he can find and will be scanned east on my father's skis. Warren takes an hour and a half to drive - how long does it take now? Slogging with ever-deepening ash, running short of water and food, he avoids farmhouses where he can see rifle barrels
shining through windows, trying to find shelter on this flat farmland that becomes cold and cold. He's moving east, he's facing very few refugees, some are less prepared than they are, far more dangerous than anyone he wants to meet. Injured, she stumbled into the first farm along the way and is taken by Ms Edmunds and her teenage daughter. Luckily, Darla has enough
veterinary training to sew it up, and there's corn to feed them for a while. Unfortunately, the problem is coming towards them, quickly on the road. Can Alex really go to his uncle's farm on his own power? If they go with him, can he protect Darla and her mother? What are their greatest dangers – the ashes burning their lungs, sudden heavy snowfall, or other people's cruelty?
Ashfall, who vividly portrays a dystopian script that is entirely possible, takes first place in a series and is followed by Ashen Winter (book 2). Recommended by: Katy Manck, Librarian-at-Large (retired academic/corporate/school librarian), Gilmer, Texas, USA +++++++ Alex was expecting a normal weekend after his family and sister left for Cedar Falls, Iowa in Warren, Illinois, but
what got there was something but normal. How do you survive the yellowstone caldera explosion? Fifteen-year-old Alex finds the strength and skill to survive and make the 140-milli-long trek from his home to his uncle's house in Illinois. Along the way he fights volcanic ash that sucks in his shoes, meets eighteen-year-old Darla, survives early winter, lack of food, and no longer civil
civilization. This article is an immersive story that examines how a large volcanic eruption can affect life as we know it now, the author of the apocalyptic novel subtly intertwines the truth of science. There's no electricity. No cell phones, no motor vehicles, no normal life. That was a great read. I kept reading, and i was on my 456th day. It will be difficult to wait until October 2012 for
the sequel Ashen Winter. It's on my reminder list. For teachers - Barbara Fiehn, Library of Media Education at Western KY University, Kentucky, USA *** Alex has a curriculum guide in the curriculum guide proposed by his parents and velettty little sister who couldn't wait to leave. He was going to spend the summer alone in the house for the first time. It was all about World of
Warcraft and whatever he wanted to do. No more nagging from his mother. There's no more irrelevant look than his father. He could not wait .... But that was yesterday. All he can think about today is his family. His house burned down. The eardrum is close to exploding with the sound that fills the air for hours. Never-ending ashes from the sky. No phone, no electricity.... It's a new
life he needs to get used to. A super volcano erupted in Yellowstone, and Alex is now in the red zone. Adventure many survival thriller lovers will read this cover to cover!  Naomi Bates, Librarian, Texas, U.S. Editor's Note: READ ALIKE BY EITHER Books and More Recommended Full review: Legend series by Marie Lu Many visitors to Yellowstone National Park don't realize that
simmering hot springs and spray geysers are caused by an underlying super volcano, so that the caldera can only be seen by plane or satellite. And according to some scientific readings, it may be delayed for an explosion. For Alex, being alone for the weekend means having the freedom to play video games and hang out with friends without having any trouble with his mother.
Then the yellowstone super volcano erupts, plunging its hometown into a nightmare of darkness, ash and violence. Alex begins a harrowing trek to peaches for his family and finds help from Darla, a travel partner he meets along the way. Together you must survive and find strength and skill for longer than an epic disaster. Awards &amp; Honors: Praise: Mike Mullin's Ashfall
shines and with daily life and a dystopian future survival business, after an unimamanable disaster. —Richard Peck, author of the Newbery Medal A Year Down Yonder and Three Quarters Dead winner. The most terrible apocalypse is indeed an apocalypse. Mike Mullin's Ashfall is way too real for comfort: you will experience panic and despair and know that all this can really
happen. It's going to take a long time to get a volcanic cult out of your mouth. It's not fantasy, it's real. -Michael Grant, nyt bestselling author of the Gone and BZRK series is this immersive. Fans of post-apocalyptic thrillers like The Hunger Games will love Ashfall. —Cinda Williams Chima, Exile Writer Warrior Heir. You don't want to put this fast-paced book down. Young readers
will connect with characters and curiosity - what can they have to do to survive Alex? Ashfall has all-weaved adventure, science and even a little romance-together to tell the most compelling story! -Carl Harvey, School Librarian, Noblesville, Indiana. Ashfall is hot. The story folds enough plot for two books and races like a wildfire with action. Mullin will put his hero in hell and we'll sit
in the front row. The scariest part? It could really happen. —Charles Benoit, You Writer. I had a hard time sning Ashfall. Common sense told me to get out at midnight, but soon it opened the light again and read for two more hours. . . .  This is a book that will sell hardcoy and regularly decent paperback for many years to come. -Carol Chittenden, Owner, Eight Cousins Children's
Books. I stayed up late reading Ashfall. I woke up early worried about Alex's fate. Days later, I'm still thinking about the novel. It's an immersive first. —Christine Johnson, author of Nocturne and Claire de Lune. Mike Mullin goes out of the park with his first novel. Fast-paced action and well-developed characters, thrown in a little romance, will prove to be a hit with young adults. I
will definitely buy multiple copies for the media center. -Kathy Hicks-Brooks, Media Expert Ben Davis High School, Indianapolis. Ashfall is a post-apocalyptic gem with a terrible twist. Get ready to sleep with the lights on because it's not about what it could be. It's about what's going to happen, and probably very soon. Riveting! — Many visitors to Saundra Mitchell, Vespertine and
Shady Summer Writer Yellowstone National Park are unaware that boiling hot springs and sprayers are caused by an underlying super volcano. It's exploded three times in the last 2.1 million years and will explode again and change the Earth forever. Alex, 15, is home alone when the super volcano erupts. His town is in a nightmare of darkness, ash and violence, and it forced
him to flee. He begins a harrowing walk to find his parents, who visit relatives 140 miles away. Along the way, Alex struggles with a landscape transformed by more than a foot of ash. The disaster reveals the best and worst in people desperate for food, clean water and shelter. When an escaped prisoner injuries Alex, he seeks a sheltered place where he can wait to recover or die.
He'll find Darla instead. Together, they struggle to achieve an almost impossible goal: survive the supervolcano. Nonnon action, with a little romance and realistic science, tells a fascinating story of first author Mike Mullin. Readers will turn the pages of Ashfall out of breath, and alex and keep thinking Fate long after they close the book. Genre: Young Adult Fantasy Praise for this
book is this immersive. Fans of post-apocalyptic thrillers like The Hunger Games will love Ashfall. - Cinda Williams Chima terrible apocalypse is one that can really happen. - Michael Grant shines in Mike Mullin's Ashfall and pulsating with the work of daily life and survival in a dystopian future, after an unimailable disaster. - Richard Peck used availability for Mike Mullin Ashfall June
27, 2012SUPERVOLCANO!!! I strongly recommend a visit to Karen's gorgeous review, (along with her encouragement) that got me interested in this immersive and realistic story. And! KAREN'S SPECIAL GUEST APPEARANCE HAS BEEN INCLUDED IN THIS JOINT EXHIBITION!! Hooray!! Here's what we're talking about. We'll start with some science. Pic #1: Yellowstone
Supervolcano known eruptions ashfall regions:'Age =' : millions of years ago for certain explosions. How to stop an explosion June 27, 2012SUPERVOLCANO is!!! I strongly recommend a visit to Karen's gorgeous review, (along with her encouragement) that got me interested in this immersive and realistic story. And! KAREN'S SPECIAL GUEST APPEARANCE HAS BEEN
INCLUDED IN THIS JOINT EXHIBITION!! Hooray!! Here's what we're talking about. We'll start with some science. Pic #1: Yellowstone Supervolcano known eruptions ashfall regions:'Age =' : millions of years ago for certain explosions. What are the odds of an explosion in our lifetimes? A rough estimate based on geological records shows that there is a chance of a 10,000-to-
10,000 super-eruption in our lifetimes at Yellowstone. However, given the irregular nature of volcanoes, this number does not mean much. The bulging pocket of magma that roams under old faithful may never close its lid again. Or put on a surprise fireworks display the next Independence Day. Scientists just don't know. And what does this great calder look like? First, a science
overview. Pic #2: Above ground (schematic) :P ic #3: Underground (model):Yes, that's what we're talking about. Now for a longer review.///////////////////1 July 2012Amam, let's set the real-world scene. Yel... Yellowstone River in the foreground, peacefully wandering the Hayden Valley. From what we've seen here, this could be any (all-out) flood plain of any major river, consisting of
eroded sedids from distant mountains. Yes. But. This particular flood plain is the backdrop of the Yellowstone Caldera, the northeast part. Directly above lies the #3/magma hotspot shown in pic and schematic. And the mountains in the far away are the edge of the caldera. In plain English, the mountains are VOLCANO RIM. If there's another big bang, this peaceful valley will be a
boiling, violent cauld cauld boiler and millions of tons. molten rock and ash are sprayed into the reveal. A similar caldera from the same hot spot (but southern Idaho) was founded 10 and 12 million years ago, and the event fell a foot-deep ash, 1,000 miles away in northeastern Nebraska. Over the past 17 million years, explosions that make up 142 or more caldera have occurred
in the Yellowstone hotspot, as discussed in this Wikipedia article. Following what AshfallIn does, I focus on the big picture aspects of the story (as usual) and stay away from (mostly) plot details. If you're not entirely familiar with the book, the details will be some mild spoilers. But most of this is implied in the publisher's summary. And watch for comments by SPECIAL GUEST
REVIEWER, karen! (Sagittarius!!). Karen's comments will appear in this format. Let's talk about some general aspects of this book. Reasonable: Will the Yellowstone caldera have another big bang at some point in the future? I think there's a good chance it's going to be. The site is under constant surveillance and you can check the latest on the USGS/University of Utah website. .
There's even a webcam you can watch for your next explosion:Note the wispy puffs of steam here and there at ground level. And this excerpt from the webcam page:This area hosted a variety of hydrothermal (steam) explosions throwing rock in the 1930s... Similar small explosions have been known to occur in recent years. Now, if that doesn't pump your heart, then if you don't
pass your test. The effects of a huge explosion will be devastating for all life within a radius of hundreds of miles (including human beings, if we survive all these other apocalypses that could come sooner than that)? Here are some creatures fossilized by the previous eruption of the hotspot - one in Idaho, mentioned above. Pic Ashfall Fossil Bed is one of the State Historical Park,
Nebraska. And yes, it's the volcanic ash that surrounds them (and covered them before they're cleaned). There are hundreds of web pages, scientific articles, books, etc. that examine a ton of science and all the scientific details in this regard. Yellowstone Supervolcano is very real, and a lot is known about it. The author placed the scene of his Ashfall story in Iowa, about 900
miles from the blast site. I think this choice is relatively reasonable based on #1 new eruptions (see pic and map) ashfall regions. Ashfall may not reach the depths discussed in the book at this distance from the caldera. And the noise levels described in the days after the explosion may also be a bit exaggerated. But these are small words, I think, and these quibbles may also be
wrong. In any case, it seems very likely that all human life within a few hundred miles of the caldera will be destroyed by a combination of bullets, ash and poison. and habitat destruction (and there are other factors the reader will discover). So, I would say that iowa is the perfect choice for the story in writing scenery in general. Human behavior, post-apocalyptic: For review
purposes, let's say there is some really bad human behavior, which begins shortly after the first disaster. As a reference point, think of New Orleans in the days and weeks after Katrina. There were extraordinary acts of heroism, courage and dedication. There were also acts of barbarism, violence and brutality. Many of us have watched the news of these events and I doubt we can
forget what we saw. Now, instead of toxic flood water, consider a blanket of ash and an atmosphere of sulfur dioxide and other harmful goodies. And a much larger crash site. Do normal rules of law, order and civility be broken in such cases? Oh, my God, i'm so sorry. Do high-character people rise to the occasion, match wits with disaster and demons and win a few battles here
and there? Yes, i do. Both of these manifestations are handled extremely well here, and in stark, vivid detail. Not for feisty, but certainly not on top in my opinion. I found it all extremely immersive and very convincing. Male POV: The benefits and benefits of this first-person male narrative approach were discussed elsewhere. I thought Alex was very influential as a storyteler, and it
was both telling and nuanced as his character rolled along more interestingly and throughout the story. There were moments when Alex was frustratingly thick- headed, especially in the early hours. And yes, he wanted to slap around several times as the obvious main fight. But for me, these problems disappeared around 20-30% into the story and I give praise to the author for the
highly convincing growth of his character. Karen's comments: I was talking to Ala Mike Mullin, and she said that one of the things she likes to do is reverse typical gender roles. So darla is very mechanically inclined and practical, while Alex is a little more emotional than the typical child in YA novels. Strong, intelligent female protagonist: Darla was certainly one of my favorite
female leads in recent memory, and I will continue to emphasize the critical importance of smart, proactive women when I find them in my reading. Simply put, Darla is an important force for the survival of good men. Karen is more about it below - but she's resourceful, open-minded, very determined and extremely talented. AND - he takes the initiative. There's no wimpy girl,
waiting for the strong man to point the way. Not!! Darla is a winner in every sense. Karen's comment: and it's great that she's older than him, and she doesn't look and respect him, although it's a giiiiiirl. But they're still on equal ground. they both have something to teach the other, and where they are comes from; Not that the shallower connection seems to occur either because of
the whole surface level, or just the proximity, and because the characters have no real feelings for each other. Survival tactics for a moment in this sink or. Most of the area covered with ashes is farmland, which normally produces a large percentage of the country's food (and a large amount for export). Wheat, corn and other fiber crops; cattle, pigs and poultry - all thxed by ashfall.
The repercussions are felt around the world, and this is detailed in some of the books. But the daily fight for the next meal is at the top of the story. Alex from the town has to learn how to handle it quickly. Farm-girl Darla, with her knowledge of the machine and creative use of all available items, is important for most of the adaptations. I'm very impressed that these aspects of the
story have been addressed. Karen's comment: the two crossed the trenches together, but their relationship is not caused by external conflict; When two people share the same traumatic experience and it's what connects them emotionally, but this conflict made it possible by bringing the relationship together only in the first place. They keep saving each other, to different degrees,
but I think their characteristics are compatible even without conditions, you know? Who's in charge of the rescue? So where's the government aid? Some critics have questioned the almost complete absence of US government support in many of those here. What really interested me was the mechanism by which the government played an active role, and the extremely ominous
aspects of it. The important role of government contractors in recent U.S. military engagements - and especially a company (**Blackwater/Xe**) - was very much in my thoughts when I read these episodes. Another theme that applies in this regard is the martial law mentality of the stage and the loss of the resulting human values. Karen's comments: well, there's an attempt in the
book to bring people together in refugee camps, but what happens when FEMA seems to be a critique in an impropprepared way to deal with such large-scale events. There is not enough material, no one really knows how to handle the volume of people, no one knows how long this situation will continue ... And, of course, put the wrong people on the wrong task and things are
going to get ugly. Like they did. There are a lot of people in this country, and if that happens, it's a realistic depiction of how things can end. (now hiding under my bed) Is there more? Why, yes, i do! Karen has a copy of arc and wrote a preliminary review. It's going to be a book It was released in October 2012. karen's comments: read more ... Good... I don't want to give too much,
but darla and Alex are separated, and as time goes on and food becomes scarce, people become more difficult and more creative in the struggle for survival. There are no good guys and bad guys. And while some people actually seem very bad, it's usually a very smart thing to do when Mullin will throw a scene that humanizes them a bit, so you just can't easily dismiss it as bad.
Wrap-upSo, I really enjoy this innovative story about a titanic disaster and the courageous efforts of two teenagers to cope. I don't get hung up on the possibility of the event. This may not have been for thousands of years, but there are good reasons to keep an eye on this gigantic calder. Karen's comments: the great thing about these books is that she's crazy about science. it is
not afraid to use real medical terminology or to go to a geological fact tangent. But in a way, it doesn't feel like a textbook. just makes the story more convincing and more important to read. I can't praise this book enough. Accept! I thought the story told here was extremely plausible in the event of a big explosion, and the effects were extremely sobering. The book can serve as a
wake-up call to an action plan. If that happens, there will be tremendous death and destruction on a global scale. But I was still warned for survivors, and I took this book as a call to the better angels of our nature. Very highly recommended ... in more...
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