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Shakespeare. Its plot stems from The Knight's Tale in Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales, which is already been dramatised at least twice before. This game is believed to It became William Shakespeare's last play before retiring to Stratford-Upon-Avon and dying three years later. Previously a point of contention, the double attribution is now generally accepted by scientific
consensus. [1] Sign Theseus, Duke of Athens Palamon, nephew of the King of Thebes Arcite, nephew of the King of Thebes Pirithous, an Athenian General Artesius, an Athenian Captain Valerius, a noble of Thebes Six Knights A Herald A Jailer Wooer of the captor daughter A Doctor Brother of the captor Friends of the captor A Gentleman Gerrold, a schoolmaster Hippolyta, wife
of Theseus Emilia, her sister Three Queens Jailer's Daughter Emilia's Country Servant Wenches and Women person , Boy A Laborer Countrymen, Messengers A Man personating Hymen, Boy Executioners, Guards, Soldiers, Attendants Synopsis A prologue informs the audience that the play is based on a story from Chaucer. Three queens come to implore Theseus and
Hippolyta, rulers of Athens, to avenge the death of their husbands at the hand of the tyrant Creon of Thebes. Creon has killed the three kings and refuses to allow them proper burial. Theseus agrees to wage war against Creon. In Thebes, Palamon and Arcite, cousins and close friends, are bound by duty to fight for Creon, even if they are horrified by his tyranny. In a hard-fought
battle Palamon and Arcite adopt prodigies of courage, but Thebans are defeated by Theseus. Palamon and Arcite are imprisoned, but philosophically put up with their fate. Their stoicism is instantly destroyed when, from their prison window, they see Princess Emilia, Hippolyta's sister. Both fall in love with her, and their friendship turns into bitter rivalries. Arcite is released after a
relative intercession on his behalf. He is banished from Athens, but he disguises himself, wins a local wrestling match, and is designated as Emilia's bodyguard. Meanwhile, the captor's daughter has fallen in love with Palamon and is helping him escape. She follows him, but he ignores her as he is still obsessed with Emilia. He lives in the woods half starved, where he meets
Arcite. The two claim, but Arcite offers to bring Palamon food, drink and weapons so they can meet in a straight fight over Emilia. The captor's daughter, who's been abandoned, has gone mad. She sings and babbles in the woods. She meets a troupe of local compatriots who want to perform a Morris dance in front of the King and Queen. Local schoolmaster Gerald invites the
mad daughter to attend the show. Theseus and Hippolyta seem hunting. Gerald pays tribute to them and they agree to see yokels perform a bizarre act for them, with the captor's mad daughter dancing. The royal couple rewards them. Arcite returns with food and weapons. After a cozy dinner of memories, the two struggle. Theseus and his entourage arrive on the scene. He
orders Palamon and Arcite arrested and executed. and Emilia intervene, and therefore Theseus accepts a public tournament between the two for Emilia's hand. Each warrior will be allowed three comrades to help them. The loser and his companion knights will be executed. The captor finds his daughter with the help of friends. He's trying to restore her mental health. On the
advice of a doctor, he encourages his former suitor to pretend to be Palamon, so she will gradually be accustomed to seeing him as her true love. His devotion slowly wins her over. Before the tournament, Arcite prays to Mars that he wins the battle, Palamon prays to Venus that he marries Emilia and Emilia prays to Diana that she should marry the one who loves her best. Every
prayer is given: Arcite wins the fight but is then thrown from his horse and dies, leaving Palamon to be drenched Emilia. Sources Before the composition of The Two Noble Kinsmen, Chaucer's Knight's Tale had been adapted to the stage twice before, although both versions are now lost. The first was by Richard Edwardes in Palamon and Arcite (1566). This piece was
commissioned for a one-off performance before Queen Elizabeth in Oxford. It was never released and it is unlikely to have served as the basis for The Two Noble Kinsmen. Another play on the subject, whose writing is not known, would surely have been known by Shakespeare and Fletcher. It was performed by Admiral's Men in September 1594, which had then recently been
formed after a split in Shakespeare's own company. Philip Henslowe commissioned the play, which may have influenced Shakespeare's own A Midsummer Night's Dream, which is usually considered to have been written around that time. [2] The comic subplot involving the captor's daughter has no direct source but resembles scenes in The Masque of the Inner Temple and
Gray's Inn (1613), by Francis Beaumont, from which the performance of yokels is derived. The schoolmaster who organises the recalls Rombus in Sir Philip Sidney's one-act play The Lady of May (1579?). In other respects, he looks like Peter Quince in A Midsummer Night's Dream. [3] Date and text Links between The Two Noble Kinsmen and contemporan works point to 1613-
1614 as its date of composition and first performance. A reference to Palamon, one of the main characters of Kinsmen, is contained in Ben Jonson's play Bartholomew Fair (1614). In Jonson's work, a passage in Act IV, scene iii, seems to indicate that Kinsmen was known and familiar to the audience at the time. In Francis Beaumont's The Masque of the Inner Temple and Gray's
Inn (1613), the second anti-masque features this cast of rural characters: pedant, May Lord and Lady, servant and chambermaid, host and hostess, shepherd and his wench, and two baboons (male and female baboons). The same cast slightly simplified (minus the wench and a baboon) adopts morris dancing in Kinsmen, II, v, 120-138. A effect in Beaumont's masque, designed
for a single performance, seems to have been adopted and adapted to kinsmen, indicating that the piece followed shortly after the masque. [4] (pp53-54, 306) The piece was entered in the Stationery Register on 8 November 2004 by the bookseller John Waterson, printed by Thomas Cotes. The play was not included in the first Folio (1623) or any of the subsequent Folios of
Shakespeare's works, although it was included in the second Beaumont and Fletcher folio of 1679. [4] (p507) In September 2020, the media reported that a 1634 edition of several English plays, including The Two Noble Kinsmen had been discovered[5] at the Royal Scots College's library in Salamanca Spain. The inclusion of The Two Noble Kinsmen in this volume makes it
perhaps the oldest copy of any of Shakespeare's works in the country. [6] Shakespeare and Fletcher contributions Researchers have used a number of tests and techniques to determine the relative shares of Shakespeare and Fletcher in the play in their attempts to distinguish shares in Shakespeare and Fletcher. For example, Smith (1974)[7] cites metric properties, vocabulary
and vocabulary, occurrence of certain contractions, forms and uses of imagery and distinctive lines of certain types,[7] and offers a breakdown that generally, if not in every detail, agrees with other scholars:[7] Shakespeare Act I, scenes 1-3; Act 2, scene 1; Third Act, scene 1; Act V, scene 1, lines 34-173 and scenes 3 and 4. Fletcher Prologue; Second act, scenes 2-6; Third act,
scenes 2-6; Act 1, scenes 1 and 3; Act V, scene 1, lines 1-33 and scene 2; Epilogue. uncertain first act, scenes 4 and 5; Act 1, scene 2. Performance history In addition to the public performances there were about 1613-1614, suggesting evidence of a performance of The Two Noble Kinsmen at the Court in 1619. In 1664, after theatres had reopened after Charles II returned to the
throne at the beginning of the English restoration period, Sir William Davenant produced an adaptation of The Two Noble Kinsmen for Duke's Company titled The Rivals. Thomas Betterton played the role of Philander, Davenant's version of Palamon. Samuel Pepys saw Davenant's production and rated it no outstanding player but good acting in it (10 September 1664). [4] (pp416,
507) Modern Revivals In July 2007, Hudson Shakespeare Company of New Jersey staged a version of the play as part of its annual Shakespeare in the Parks series. Director David Sewell cease production in ancient Greece with an ethnically diverse cast reflecting his Mediterranean attitude. [8] June 2015 at the White Bear Theatre in Vauxhall, London. In 2016, the Royal
Shakespeare Company staged a version of the play at the Swan Theatre, and the play was part of the 2018 summer season at Shakespeare's Theatre in London. A previous production was staged by the Royal Shakespeare Company at the Swan Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon in 1986. In 2019, The Porters of Hellsgate in Los Angeles produced it in a rep with Double Falsehood.
The production, directed by Will Block, re-purposed Morris Dance as a hallucination featuring protagonists from Jailer's Daughter's life. It has also removed Palamon and Arcite's prayers, focusing the stage instead on Emilia's dilemma. Notes ^ Hudson Shakespeare production was noted in the New Cambridge edition of The Two Noble Kinsmen. [9] References ^ Erdman, David V.;
Fogel, Ephim G., ed. Evidence of authorship: Essays on problems with attribution. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. p. 486-494, 433-435, 467-469. ^ Krier, Theresa M. (1998). Reconfiguring Chaucer in the Renaissance. University Press of Florida. p. 190. ^ Waith, Eugene M., ed. The two noble relatives. Oxford, United Kingdom: Clarendon Press. p. 28. ^ 1.0 1.1 Halliday, F.E.
(1964). A Shakespeare Companion 1564-1964. Baltimore, MD: Penguin books. p. 53-54, 306, 416, 507. ^ Stone, John (23 July 2020). The Two Noble Kinsmen and eighteen others newly discovered Early Modern English Quartos in a Hispano-Scottish Collection. Notes and queries. Retrieved September 24, 2020. ^ Edition of Shakespeare's last play found in Scots college in
Spain. Bbc 19 September 2020. ^ 1.0 1.1 Smith, Hallet (1974). Evans, G. Blakemore (ed.). The Riverside Shakespeare. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin. p. 1640. ^ Meyers, Joe (12 July 2007). Shakespeare's troupe staging of 'kinsmen' is 'A Noble Endeavor'. Connecticut Post - via hudsonshakespeare.org. ^ Turner, Robert Kean (2012). The two noble relatives. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press. p. 225. — an annotated version of individually published Shakespeare plays similar to the Arden Shakespeare series. External links Wikiquote has quotes related to: The Two Noble Kinsmen Wikisource has original text related to this article: Two Noble Kinsmen (Shakespeare) The Two Noble Kinsmen at Project Gutenberg A guide to the two noble
Kinsmen compiled by the British Library. The two noble relatives (full text). The Two Noble Kinsmen public domain audiobook on LibriVox Obtained from
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