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For most of the twentieth century, parents really had only two options – either send their children to a public school in their district or pay for a private school. Today, however, the growth of charter and magnet schools has increased the number of publicly funded educational opportunities available to students. The Charter Schools Term Charter is believed to
come from a New England teacher named Ray Budde, who suggested in the 1970s that local school boards give charter teachers with whom to try different teaching approaches. In the late 1980s, the city of Philadelphia began experimenting with model charter schools inside its existing public schools. The first charter school opened in Minnesota in 1992.
That same year, California passed its own charter schools law. By 2003, 40 states had charter laws on the books. In 2005, the National Charter School Program issued nearly $217 million in grants to charter schools. Today, there are more than 3,000 charter schools across the country, serving nearly 900,000 students. Parents, community leaders, teachers,
or school districts usually submit a proposal to create a charter school. Once the charter is approved by the local school board or the State Board of Education, the U.S. Department of Education provides grants to pay for school planning and implementation. Although charter schools are publicly funded, they have much more autonomy than other public
schools. They can tailor their programs to the needs of the community, rather than follow state or national guidelines. They can also teach in more innovative ways than traditional public schools. Although charter schools technically accept each student as part of their coverage, they will sometimes hold the lottery if the number of students involved exceeds
the available slots. Each school describes its mission, program, goals, students and evaluation methods in its charter. Most charters are provided for a period of three to five years. During this period, the school must prove to the school board or board of education that it has achieved academic results. If not, the deed may be cancelled. Between 1991 and
2004, about 400 charter schools were forced to close. Magnet Schools Magnet Schools have been designed to promote racial integration by incorporating students from different communities in the same area. These schools are usually regulated to make sure they have a good balance of students from all ethnic backgrounds. Magnet schools often focus on
a particular area or skills such as gifted and talented, math or science. Principals are given more control over the curriculum than headteachers of traditional public schools. Magnet schools can also be more selective, accepting or rejecting students based on academic ability and/or behavior. Magnet schools are funded by federal and state grants, local board
of directors, corporate contributions and sometimes tuition fees. Between 2001 and 2002, there were 3100 magnet schools in the United States. For more information about public education and related topics, see the links on the following page. Related HowStuffWorks articles by MSN Encarta. Public education in the United States Center for Education
Statistics. Digest Education Statistics: 2006 Center for Education Statistics. The Facts Center for Education Statistics. In what ways do public and private schools differ? Center for Education Statistics. Special analysis 2002. Private schools: A brief Portrait center for education statistics. American Charter Schools: Results of the NAEP Pilot Study
2003.Standard &amp; Poor's School Matters. U.S. public schools Districts 1036196/llid=162/stllid=676/locid=1036195/site=pesUS charter schools. Overview. Charter Schools. History. Charter Schools. Answers to frequently asked questions. committee states. Magnet/Specialized Schools. . Ministry of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Teachers. Information
Center. Public High School Graduation Rates. Susan Moore, et al. Preserving the next generation of teachers: The importance of school-based support. Harvard Education Letter, July/August 2001.Toppo, Greg. Big-city schools are struggling with graduation. USA Today, May 20 Center for Education Statistics. Student Efforts and Educational Progress.
Center for Education Statistics. Crime, Violence, Discipline and Safety in U.S. Public Schools, 2003-04.National Center for Education Statistics. Indicators of school crime and safety: 2005.Paulson, Amanda. Dropout rates are high, but repairs are ongoing. Christian Science Monitor, March 3, 2006. for Change Summary of Year-Round Education Programs
20SUMMARIES%20OF%20YRE%202007.pdfWake County Public According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, school principals are generally required to have a master's degree and a state license. These requirements may not apply to charter schools, depending on laws and regulations in your state. Most charter schools, however, hire principals with the
same qualifications as traditional public school principals. The usual career path for school principals is to start by obtaining a bachelor's degree in education, working as a teacher to gain experience, then entering a master's program either in education administration or education leadership before seeking a state license and a position as a school principal.
However, the state licence requirement does not apply to private school principals. Charter schools are public schools, but they have much more autonomy than traditional public schools, and not all public school rules apply to them. For example, charter school teachers in Texas are not required to be certified if they teach ESL or special needs. Charter
schools in Texas are not required to meet the state's minimum class planning period and charter school principals do not need to be licensed or meet minimum education. Not all states allow charter schools, and the rules vary in the states they do, so you should check the law in your own state before looking for a job as a charter school principal. Charter
schools have enough regulatory space to give them the opportunity to experiment with changing the traditional model of public schools. However, most charter schools hire principals with educational credentials corresponding to what you would find in any other school. According to a study published in Education Week, 74 percent of charter school principals
hold degrees from traditional education programs. Approximately 60 percent are former public school principals, while 13 percent have a non-education background. The most common way to become a charter school principal is to pursue a traditional career path and earn a master's degree in education leadership and administration. However, you may be
able to get a job as a charter school principal without doing an accurate education if you have extensive comparable experience in the administration of an institution or organization of some kind. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the median salary for all school principals has been $86,970 since 2010. Charter schools are publicly funded institutions
that provide students with more alternatives to quality education. Most charter schools are run by owners or managers who hold degrees, such as CEOs, chief operating officers, or CEOs. Charter school management works with curriculum plan and supervise curricula in charter schools. They also set school policies, help assign teachers to classrooms, and
serve as intermediaries between schools and their board. The salaries of charter school executives vary depending on their experience and the state or district in which they work. The average salary of a charter school principal has been $72,000 since 2014, according to Indeed. The minimum requirements for this job are usually a master's degree in
education and administrative license through the State Board of Education. Employers also prefer to hire those who have three or more years of experience in education and education administration. Other basic requirements are time-management, mathematics, leadership, communication, critical thinking and problem solving skills. In 2014, the average
salaries of charter school executives varied most in the Western region, according to Indeed, where they earned the highest salaries of $87,000 in Washington, D.C, and the lowest salaries of $61,000 in Louisiana. Those in the Midwest earned $53,000 to $81,000 a year in Nebraska and Illinois. Charter school executives average $46,000 in Hawaii and
$77,000 in California - the lowest and highest salaries in the West. In the Northeast, they did the most in New York and at least in Maine at $87,000 and $62,000 respectively. While charter school management earned $72,000 in 2014, the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported an average annual salary of $90,800 for elementary and high school administrators
in May 2012. Charter schools are often smaller than public schools and have more limited budgets. This is one of the reasons why charter school management can earn less than education administrators in public schools. Education administrators earned $73,050 in religious organizations or parish schools, according to BLS 2012 data. BLS estimates a 6
percent increase in jobs for elementary, middle and high school principals from 2012 to 2022, which is slower than the 11 percent national rate for all occupations. The increase in enrolment should increase demand for headteachers, although schools are often constrained by school budgets. While budgets may limit the number of charter school executives,
enrollment in charter schools increased by 225 percent from 2003 to 2014, according to the National Alliance for Public Schools Charter. The number of charter schools increased by 118 percent over the same decade. If these trends continue, the demand for senior charter school principals should also increase.
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