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Previously, you could wait weeks or months before getting your refund check, and it wasn't that easy to find out about it. You had to wait on the phone for a long time before getting a response from a customer service representative. Fortunately, it's pretty easy to check your refund status now. First, wait
at least 24 hours after submitting online, or four weeks after submitting a paper return, and then log on to the IRS where is my return? Location. The tool allows you to easily track the progress of your refund through three simple stages (return received, refund approval, send refund). A refund date will also
be indicated after the full refund has been processed. The website is updated once every 24 hours. The IRS also offers the easy-to-use, free mobile app IRS2Go, which contains the same information. In addition, you can visit IRS.gov. All these options are available around the clock. Advertising If you
made an error in your original deposit and had to file an amended statement, it will probably be closer to 12 weeks before the refund is processed. Check the status of these returns under the appropriate name Where is my modified return? tool, but keep in mind that it can take up to three weeks to even
appear in the system. If the IRS made a mistake when filing your refund, it would handle the correction and redistribution of the money. To get the ball rolling, just pick up the phone and call 800-829-1040 Monday through Friday. The agency will also take steps to replace any checks that have been lost or
stolen, and to explain any differences in refund. For example, if your refund is more or less than you expected, the IRS will send you a notice detailing the difference, along with instructions on how to proceed [source: IRS]. U.S. taxpayers living outside the country can call the international taxpayer service
call center with any questions about pending or incorrect refunds. IRS agents are also on staff at U.S. embassies in London, Paris, Frankfurt and Beijing. Page 2 Many Americans don't think about their tax bills until the new year. But there are things you need to do before December 31 if you want to pay
less later. Niol, Tim. Economic advantage. 6 tax myths that everyone should know. October 20, 2010 (January 14 Kay. Tax refund loan alternatives. January 14, 2010 (January 19, 2011) for Taxpayer Financial Choice. Common RAL Myths (January 14,
taxpayerfincialchoice.com/research_resources/myths.htmICalCPA Foundation: Answers to taxpayers' questions about online filing (January 31, 2011) MoneyFree. Five tax myths. March 2010 (January 14, 2011) 2011) Tom. Wall Street Journal (online). Tax advice? Time is running out for the 2006
fundraising. March 14, 2010 (January 14, 2011) KEYWORDS=Tax+Tip+Time+Is+Running+Out+to+Collect+2006+Refund&amp;COLLECTION=wszie/6montthinternal Revenue Service. Expanded options for using tax refunds to purchase savings bonds. January 4, 2011 (January 26, 2011)
,id=233821.00.htmlIinternal Revenue Service. Now you can buy U.S. Series | Savings bonds with your tax refund for anyone. January 4, 2011 (January 26, 2011) id=217762.00.htmlinternal Revenue Service. Overview of IRS Phishing Activity December 4, 2007 (January 27, 2011) ,,



id=154861.00.htmlinternal Revenue Service. Protect your personal information! The IRS doesn't initiate taxpayer communications by e-mail. 12 January 2011 (27 January 2011) ,id=179820,00.htmlinternal Revenue Service. Refund questions. 11 March 2010 (19 January 2011) ,id=199566,00.htmlInternal
Revenue Service. Refund questions. 02 December 2010 (19 January 2011) ,id=199569,00.htmlInternal Revenue Service. Refund questions. 02 December 2010 (19 January 2011) ,id=199570,00.htmlinternal Revenue Service. Refund questions. 02 December 2010 (19 January 2011)
,id=199572,00.htmlIinternal Revenue Service. Refund questions. 02 December 2010 (19 January 2011) ,id=199573,00.htmlInternal Revenue Service. Refund questions. 20 December 2010 (19 January 2011) ,id=199579,00.htmlinternal Revenue Service. Refund questions. 20 December 2010 (19 January
2011) ,id=199581,00.htmlinternal Revenue Service. Refund questions. 20 December 2010 (19 January 2011) ,id=199583,00.htmlinternal Revenue Service. Refund questions. 3 January 2011 (19 January 2011) ,id=199576,00.htmlinternal Revenue Service. Except for the future. December 2009 (January
15, 2011) Roy. The top five control myths. Fool Motley. 17 March 2006 (15 January 2011) Melanie. In the Dark World of Taxes, Myths Abound: At This Time of Year, Fame in High Gear for IRS Practices. Daily News (Los Angeles, CA) February 16, 1997, (January 14, 2011)
MURKY+WORLD+OF+TAXES,+MYTHS+ADABOUND+%3A+THIS+TIME+OF+YEAR,+RUMOR+MILL...-a083856221Roni Deutch Tax Center. Top 10 IRS tax audit myths. Control. 8, 2009 (January 15, 2011) . Refunds for savings bonds. 26 January 2010 (31 January 2011) on wealth. 6 tax myths you
need to know. (January 14, 2011) Roberton and Althsuler, Roseanne. 5 myths about your taxes. The Washington Post. Washington, D.C.: April 4, 2010, (January 14, 2011) Page 3 Tax Refunds may feel like Christmas in spring. With a sudden boost to your bank account, you can look forward to a
shopping spree, paying off your debt or squirreling the return away to savings. These days, you can even predict when your unexpected amount will arrive by tracking your refund status with the refund status tool available from the IRS online. For those who receive minimal refunds, the celebration can be
less like real bubbly and more like club soda. But forget the pity party. These taxpayers may receive small refunds because they have withheld less tax than any salary throughout the year. Instead of lending the federal government a bigger chunk of their salary and waiting in April to get it back, they held
on to more of their revenue to spend and invest as they want. Advertising While you can't control the fact that you have to pay taxes, you can control how big a refund it is in your future. So if you rely on your annual tax refund as a way to save for big purchases, or just love getting a big chunk of cash all
at once, we've pulled together 10 tips to get the most refund control possible. Contents If you're employed full-time at a company, one of the first things you did when hired was fill out an IRS W-4 tax form. The information you provide about W-4 determines how much money is withheld from your paycheck
each payment period and paid towards your employees' income taxes. The calculation is based on the number of exceptions you request. The more exemptions you claim, the less money is withheld for tax purposes. (Remember that your personal exemption was repealed with the 2017 tax law reforms,
so the exemptions you receive will be for other family members.) If your goal is to increase the amount in dollars you receive in the refund you can go to the human resources department and ask to change your W-4 tax form. When you reduce the number of exceptions in this form, a larger amount of
money will be withheld from your check each payday. Therefore, the tax refund will be higher. The times of year you are allowed to make this change depend on your company's policies, but generally, it can be done at any time of the year. Advertising If you need help figuring out how many exceptions
you need to claim based on its size and your income (including jobs held by a spouse), use the IRS withholding calculator. Keep in mind that the computer is designed to help taxpayers break even by withholding the exact correct amount of tax from each payment so they don't owe money in April or
receive a large refund check. If you want a bigger refund check, just submit some of your appropriate exemptions and more taxes will be withheld during the year. If you give generously to charities throughout the year, you can deduct the value of these donations from your taxable income, which could
increase your refund check. Not only can you deduct cash donations to specialized nonprofit charities (including churches and other religious groups), but you can deduct the cash value of physical donations such as clothing, electronics, art or real estate. You can even remove the mileage used to drive
your car as a volunteer for a charity. To be able to deduct charitable donations, however, you need to detail your bookings. In the past, about 30 percent of taxpayers chose to detail their deductions rather than taking the lump sum standard deduction offered by the IRS, but that number is expected to drop
significantly now that the standard deduction has nearly doubled to $12,200 for individuals and $24,400 for married couples filing jointly [[source] : IRS]. Advertising Still, if you make significant charitable donations in a single tax year, it may be worth it in detail. Please note that tax-deductible donations
must be made to a non-profit organization that can prove its tax status 501(c)(3). Most legitimate charities clearly state on their websites or literature that they are 501 (c) (3) non-profit organisations, so it is usually simple to verify. Another requirement is that you must keep a receipt. Again, legitimate
nonprofits have systems in place to ensure they give you receipts for any and all donations. Also, you can't technically give all your money away for charity and expect it to be tax deductible. In general, you can only deduct up to 50 percent of your adjusted gross income in charitable donations. As with all
financial planning and tax decisions, it might be better to see a professional accountant to be sure that it does not exceed Maximum. The deposit scheme, such as single, head of household, married deposit separately or jointly, and others, can greatly affect the amount of money you receive on your
refund. This is mainly due to the fact that each different deposit status qualifies for a different standard discount. Depending on your financial and family situation, you'll want to choose a filing status that minimizes your tax burden and increases the likelihood of a refund. In general, married couples should
expect a higher tax refund if they file together. Submitting a joint statement qualifies you for the standard deduction of $24,400 and may offer some tax breaks that are not available deposit separately. If you're married, but file separately, the discount is $12,200 each [source: IRS]. Advertising There are
some cases, however, in which a couple can choose to file separately. Andy Lafond, cpa and professor of accounting at Lasalle University, says one reason to testify separately is if a spouse earns significantly less and also has a lot of non-refundable medical expenses. In this case, the filing separately
allows the lower-income spouse to deduct more of these medical expenses because the IRS only allows you to deduct expenses of more than 7.5 percent of adjusted gross income. [source: IRS]. Lafond also sees many taxpayers lose out on tax savings because they file as individuals instead of the head
of the household. Single-parent families, for example, should not apply as individuals if they have one or more children living with them at least six months a year. The same with people who take care of an elderly parent or relative. If you are financially responsible for that person and live with you at least
half the year, then you can qualify as head of household. Household chiefs get an $18,350 standard deduction compared to $12,200 for individuals [source: IRS]. No one has kids just for tax breaks, but it's a nice perk. In the past, parents could benefit from dependent children in two major ways: personal
exemption and child tax credit. Unfortunately, the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is exempt from the personal exemption, which allowed taxpayers with families to deduct a generous $4,050 each for both parents and another $4,050 each for each dependent child under 19, plus full-time students between
the age of 19 and 23. The good news is that the federal government doubled the value of the child tax credit from $1,000 to $2,000 each for each dependent child 16 years or younger [source: IRS]. The child tax credit is much more valuable than the personal exemption, because it is a credit, not a
deduction. This means that the full value of the dollar is deducted from your final tax account, not just your taxable income. Even better, it's a refundable credit, which means that if your credits are larger than your tax bill, you get to keep the change. Advertising There's an exchange, though. Notice that the
personal exemption used to cover older children, including those in college. While it is true that the child tax credit is good up to 16 years old, the tax reform bill introduced a new $500 tax credit for children up to 23 years old who are full-time students as well as $500 each for other suitable relatives living
in the household, including elderly parents [source: Perlman]. Caring for aging children or parents can pile up huge costs. Did you know that some of these expenses are deductible? If you pay someone to look after your children or an elderly relative while you're at work, you can reduce your tax liability
increase the refund through the Child and Dependent Care Credit. Child and dependent care credit is important, because like the child tax credit, it is deducted from your final tax bill dollar for the dollar, not deducted from your taxable income. The trick is to figure out if you qualify for this credit and how
much it is worth. To qualify for the credit, you have to pay for someone to take care of your dependent child (under 13) so you can work (or look for a job). You can also claim this credit if the child is older than 13 years of age and mentally or physically impaired (adults who fall into these categories may
also be requested.) Advertising There is a limit to how much of these childcare or dependent child care costs you can claim. The IRS says you can claim up to $3,000 in expenses for a qualifying person or $6,000 for two or more people. The actual amount of credit is only a percentage of these costs,
between 20 and 35 percent based on your annual income So if you claim the maximum of $6,000 to send two kids to daycare and make $35,000 a year, you'll get a credit worth $1,440 (24 percent of $6,000) [source: IRS]. One of the most recommended ways to increase your tax refund is to increase your
contributions to your retirement fund. Contributing to an individual retirement account (IRA) or 401 (k) not only facilitates savings for retirement, but making money available to the IRA reduces overall taxable income because it comes from the top. The more you contribute to the IRA, the less of your
income is subject to taxes. Generally, the lower your taxable income, the less you will owe in taxes and the less you owe in taxes, the greater the refund. Be careful, though, to make the IRA's contribution by the deadline, and be aware of your limits. For 2019 and 2020, you can deduct a maximum of
$6,000 ($7,000 if you're 50 or older) in IRA contributions from your taxable income. [source: IRS]. Consult a tax professional to ensure that your IRA contributions are made on time and in the right amount in dollars. Advertising When interest rates are low, many homeowners are considering refinancing
their homes. Those who refinance at a lower interest rate benefit from lower mortgage payments, as well as a lower amount paid during the mortgage. But did you know that refinancing could also raise your tax return? refinance your home, the majority of your initial monthly payments will go towards
interest on the loan. While it's no fun paying a big chunk of the money in interest, all this interest is deducted from the tax. The new tax law allows homeowners to deduct the full amount of interest on mortgages (including refinanced loans) up to $375,000 for individual filers and $750,000 for married
couples filing jointly [source: IRS]. Advertising Of course, many factors need to be taken into account when refinancing a home, including your new interest rate, how much you you your home and its current market value. Another option to remember is a home equity loan. The new tax law allows you to
deduct interest on a home equity loan or home equity line of credit (HELOC) as long as the money is used to improve the home [source: IRS]. In the past, you could deduct interest paid on a home equity loan regardless of what you planned to do with the money, but it's still a tax-wise way to cash in on
equity in your home. If you've thought about adding solar panels to your home or buying an electric vehicle, it could do wonders for your tax refund. The 2017 tax reforms set some new limits on green tax credits, but most of the tax breaks remain in place until 2025. The housing renewable energy tax
credit, for example, allows you to claim a tax credit of up to 30 percent of the total cost of a residential renewable energy project that will be operational by the end of 2019. Appropriate upgrades include the installation of solar panels or a solar water heater, small wind turbines or even geothermal heat
pumps. After 2019, the value of the tax exemption starts to go down, so the improvements placed by the agency in 2020 get 26 percent, and those in 2021 get 22 percent [sources: TurboTax, Perez]. Advertising The same goes if you buy a plug-in electric vehicle, such as a Nissan Leaf or a Chevrolet
Bolt. For most of these cars, the IRS will give you a tax credit of up to $7,500. For more popular vehicles like the Tesla models and the Toyota Prius Prime, the credit is smaller, but still worth breaking the tax breaks while they last [source: Edmunds]. Both the renewable energy credit and electric vehicle
credits are non-refundable credits, which means they are deducted dollar-for-dollar from your tax bill, but will not result in a tax refund on their own. That said, these green credits combined with other refundable tax credits can significantly increase your return. For many Americans, business ownership
has become a path to economic freedom. Home-based business owners can remove things like a home office, phone, internet service and office supplies. When you start a business, initial deductions can offer tax refunds, and as the business starts making money, ongoing deductions reduce taxable
income. Thanks to the latest tax reforms, starting your own business makes even more economic sense. Not only can you deduct normal business expenses, such as equipment you use for your business, and parts of facilities and utilities, but you can also request an automatic 20 percent discount on all
business revenue. Yup, if you're an individual business, a partnership or even an S company, you can claim this discount [source: IRS] There are certain limits and exceptions to this 20-percent discount (this is the IRS, of course). Your business can't make more than $160,700 for individual depositors or
if he is married and testifies together. And some professions cannot claim it, including doctors, lawyers and accountants [source: Fishman]. Advertising Just make sure you can prove to the IRS that you actually have a business and not just trying to write off expenses. If your secondary business never
shows a profit even after several years, the IRS might point you out for a check. Tax planning is one of the best ways to take advantage of all these deductions and get the maximum possible tax refund. Tax planning often starts at the beginning of the year and takes into account how much money you
earn and how many different expenses (or additional income) affect the total amount of tax you will owe. Planning also helps you evaluate different ways to use your money to buy the required, but tax-deductible items or make other tax-reduction investments. A tax planning professional (or you, if you are
your best accountant) can play with the numbers in the computer software to assess what changes you can make to reduce the tax bill, therefore increasing the refund. For more tax advice, see the links on the next page. Originally published as Apr 3, 2019 Many Americans don't think about their tax bills
until the new year. But there are things you need to do before December 31 if you want to pay less later. A special thank you to Andy Lafond, CPA, professor of accounting at La Salle University, who helped us update this article to reflect significant changes to the tax code. Related Articles Edmunds.
Electric vehicle tax credits: What you need to know. 29 January 2019 (24 February 2020) . The child tax credit benefits eligible parents. October 9, 2019. (24 February 2020) . Interest on home equity loans is often still deductible under the new law. 21 February 2018 (24 February 2020) . The IRS
provides inflation tax adjustments for fiscal year 2019. November 15, 2018. (24 February 2020) . Publication 503 (2018), Child and Dependent Care Expenses (24 February 2020) . Special business income deduction. (24 February 2020) Retirement issues: IRA Contribution Limits. (24 February 2020) .
Subject No. 502 Medical and Dental Expenses. February 11, 2020. (February 24, 2020) Darla. Small business owners are looking to grab this 20 percent tax exemption. Cnbc. 4 February 2019 (24 February 2020) 2020) William. Home improvement and residential energy tax credits. The Balance.
January 15, 2020. (February 24, 2020) Jackie. The credit for other dependent members (former family tax credit). H&amp;R Block. November 8, 2018. (24 February 2020) Policy Centre. What are detailed bookings and who claims them? Tax Policy Center Update Book: Key Elements of the U.S. Tax
System (February 24, 2020) . Energy tax credit: What home improvements qualify? (24 February 2020)
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