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assisting the surgeon during surgery, care surgical nurses patients before and after surgery. As a surgical nurse, you need to know your patient's history and plead for him or her during surgery when he or she cannot communicate with the doctors [source: Careers and Colleges]. There are
several types of surgical nurses, including scrub nurses (who pass supplies to surgeons as they operate), RN first assistants (who care about patients directly) and circulate nurses (who work outside the operating room) [source: Discover Nursing]. Ad If you want to be a surgical nurse, you
should: Take care of peopleHave a good memory for details Work well with otherHave good intuition. Be able to think on your feetWork well under pressure In order to have a surgical nurse you need to: Complete a nursing course (online or on site) and receive a diploma, a bachelor's
degree or an associate's degree in nursing [source: Inner Body]. Complete medical and surgical laboratory training. Pass a license examination. Get advice certified from the American Nurse Credentials Center (ANCC) or the Medical-Surgical Nursing Certification Board (MSNCB) [source:
Inner Body]. While this isn't absolutely necessary, it would be beneficial if you're looking for a job. Complete an internship, which is sometimes called an extinction. Once you're certified as a surgical nurse, you must attend ongoing education workshops every few years to keep your skills and
information current. If you're already a registered nurse, you can take an exam that will license you as a certified nurse for the operating room (CNOR) [source: Careers and Colleges]. The job market for nurses is expected to grow faster than that of other professions because the number of
older people needing health care is growing [source: BLS]. Medical surgical nurses are registered nurses who care for adult patients in hospitals, home health care institutions, surgical centers, freestanding clinics and other healthcare environments. Medical-surgical nursing is the basis for
all nursing specialties, and is considered a specialty to itself, according to the Academy of Medical-Surgical Nurses. Registered nurses who meet minimum standards set by an independent credentials organization such as the American Nurses Credentials Center can be certified in the
nurse specialty. Some surveys suggest certified medical-surgical nurses earn higher wages than their non-certified counterparts. All medical surgical nurses must be registered nurses, and all registered nurses are qualified to be in Environments. The national average hourly wage for
registered nurses, regardless of whether they were certified in a specialty field of nursing, was $33.23 as of May 2011, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The top 10 percent of RNs earn at least $46.46 per hour, while the bottom 10 percent earn $21.62 or less. A certified medical-
surgical nurse's wages vary based on the region of the country where he or she is practicing, according to the 2011 ADVANCE for Nurses' salary survey. Certified medical-surgical nurses in the Northeast region earn hourly wages of $49.04, while it's the Mid-Atlantic and Lower Great Lakes
region earning $37.41 an hour. The average hourly wage of those who practiced in the Southeast was $35.01 while those in the Midwest earned $43.27 an hour. Certified medical-surgical nurses in the West earn average wages of $44.80 an hour. Non-certified medical-surgical nurses
tended to earn lower wages than those who held certification, according to the 2011 ADVANCE for Nurses' salary survey. Non-certified medical-surgical nurses in the Northeast region earn hourly wages of $37.85 while it's the Mid-Atlantic and Lower Great Lakes region earning $30.89 an
hour. The average hourly wage of those who practiced in the Southeast was $29.02 while those in the Midwest earned $27.77 an hour. Non-certified medical-surgical nurses in the West earn average wages of $40.25 per hour. The healthcare industry is one of the fastest growing industries
in the country, and registered nursing is the largest occupation in the healthcare industry. Medical surgical nursing is the largest professional specialty in the registered nursing occupancy, according to the Academy of Medical-Surgical Nurses. The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects a 26
percent increase in new jobs for registered nurses between 2010 and 2020, with jobs in hospitals, private doctor's offices, home health care environments and outpatient care facilities. By Elizabeth Layne Although many people think nurses work in just one ward or unit, such as paediatrics
or intensive care, this is not always true. Medical surgical nurses provide direct care to adult patients in numerous settings. These nurses make up nearly one-sixth of the profession, according to the Campaign for Nursing's Future. Once considered an entry-level nursing job, medical-
surgical nursing today is an important specialty due to advances in the medical field. Medical-surgical nurses perform their responsibilities at hospitals, inpatient care units, medical clinics, skilled nursing homes, urgent care centers and surgical centers. Medical-surgical nurses take care of
patients - both outpatients and inpatients --- before they go into surgery and while repairing surgery. They can change a dressing down, start a new IV line or help someone with pain. But do not prepare patients immediately before surgery, nor are they in the operating room during surgery.
The nurses who do this are called perioperative nurses. Medical surgical nurses should manage care for adult patients of all ages with acute and chronic conditions, whether they are surgical patients or not. These are often patients with a variety of diagnoses. For example, a patient awaiting
a standby stumps may also be under treatment for a heart condition and Crohn's disease. Medical surgical nurses should be able to coordinate, organize and prioritize complex multiple patient assignments; guide patients and their families through complex health care systems; advocate for
patient treatment; use current research to care for diverse needs; and use nursing best practices in diverse situations. They need to understand the complex differences in medication and how they communicate with each other in patients' systems. They should also be comfortable learning
new technology. As with all RNs, a medical-surgical nurse may have discharged patients and new ones are added to her care throughout her shift. They need to be prepared for rapid changes in their daily routines. Medical-surgical nursing presents many challenges and variety, spurning the
development of leadership, organisational and time management skills and knowledge of a wide range of nursing procedures, from basic to advanced. These skills can easily be used in another nursing specialty or medical role. Medical surgical nurses must have an associate's degree or a
bachelor's degree in nursing and be registered nurses or RNs. During their training, nursing students have to take elective courses in medical surgical nursing. To become RNa, they must pass the National Council's License Exam, commonly known as the NCLEX-RN. Each state and the
District of Columbia also require nurses to be licensed before they can work. After working two years as an RN - or with 2,000 hours of practice during the previous three years in a medical-surgical setting - nurses can be certified in the specialty by passing the Certified Medical-Surgical
Registered Nurse exam. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts that employment of registered nurses, which includes medical surgical nurses, will increase 19 percent from 2012 to 2022, faster than average for all occupations. The outlook for medical surgical nurses should be good,
as factors for this job growth are attributed to areas where medical surgical nurses are used. These areas include an expected increase in the use of outpatient care centres, home health care and ambulance care centres. RNs with at least a bachelor's degree in nursing will have stronger
employment prospects, the BLS says. According to the Nursing Campaign's Future, medical surgical nurses make an average annual salary of van up to $62,000. The BLS reported that, in 2012, registered nurses as a whole earned annual salaries of $67,930. Registered nurses earned a
median annual salary of $68,450 in 2016, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. On the low end, registered nurses earn a 25th percentile salary of $56,190, meaning 75 percent earn more than this amount. The 75th percentile salary is $83,770, meaning 25 percent earn more. In
2016, 2,955,200 people in the U.S. were employed as registered nurses. If you wish to be a registered nurse, you must pass the National License Examination for Registered Nurses, or NCLEX-RN, which is the national standard of competence for all registered nurses. If you continue to
specialize in one area of nursing, such as medical-surgical nursing, you also have the option to be certified. Certification is not compulsory, but it tells employers that you have demonstrated expertise in your area of speciality. As a medical-surgical nurse, you can choose between two
national certifications. Medical-surgical nurses are RNa specializing in traditional, practical bedding nursing practice. Making a career in medical surgery nursing puts you on the front lines of patient care every day. As a medical surgical nurse, you are assessing incoming patients, preparing
and executing appropriate plans of care. Patients rely on you to educate them about health and wellness as their specific current health issues, helping them understand their illnesses and the effect of potential treatments. You are the patients' advocate within the health system, keep an eye
on them and let doctors know if they are unresponsive to treatment as they should. The American Nurses Credentials Center, or ANCC, is the American Nursing Association's own certification board. To apply for the ANCC examination in medical surgical nursing, you must hold a current
valid nursing licence. You must have at least two years of nursing experience, and that should include at least 2,000 hours of medical-surgical nursing over the previous three years. You should also have 30 hours of continuing education in medical surgical nursing over that time. The
examination consists of 175 multiple-choice questions, of which 150 are recorded. You receive your score immediately after completing the exam, so there's no painful wait to find out if you've passed. The Academy of Medical-Surgical Nurses, which represents nurses in the specialty, also
has its own certification board. To be certified by the Medical-Surgical Nursing Certification Board, you must have a valid hold, have at least two full calendar years of work experience as a medical surgical nurse, and to build up 2,000 hours of actual medical surgical practice over the
previous three years. You can take a paper exam on set dates in the spring and fall, or a computerized version anytime. Both exams exams of 150 multiple choice questions. If you take the computer version of the test you get your results right away, but it takes eight weeks or more to get
your mark for the paper version. The ANCC's council certification credentials, the RN-BC, have been valid for five years. Such are the MSNCB's Certified Medical-Surgical Registered Nurse Credentials, or CMSRN. To maintain your ANCC certification, you must complete at least 75 hours of
continuing education, and either document 1,000 hours of medical-surgical practice or take a resertification exam. For the CMSRN reference, requirements are slightly different. You can either have a recertification exam or document 1,000 hours of practice and 90 hours of continuing
education. Education.
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