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Short story by Edgar Allan Poe for other purposes, see The Tell-Tale Heart (disambiguation). The Tell-Tale HeartThe Pioneer, Vol. I, No. I, Drew and Scammell, Philadelphia, January, 1843AuthorEdgar Allan PoeCountryUnited StatesLanguageEnglishGenre (s) Horror, Gothic literatureAppearedAPioneerPublication typePublishment journal James Russell
LowellMedia typePrint (period)Publication Date January 1843 The Tell-Tale Heart is a short story by American writer Edgar Allan Poe, first published in 1843. An unnamed narrator is related to someone who tries to convince the reader of the narrator's sanity while describing the narrator's murder. The victim was an old man with a film vulture eye, as the
narrator calls him. The narrator emphasizes the careful calculation of murder, the attempt at the perfect crime, complemented by dismemberment and concealment of the body under the floorboards. Finally, the narrator's feelings hear a thumping sound that the narrator interprets as the beating heart of a dead man. The story was first published in January
1843 in James Russell Lowell's The Pioneer. The Tell-Tale Heart is often regarded as a classic of Gothic fiction and is one of Poe's best-known short stories. The specific motivation for the murder (apart from the narrator dislikes the old eye), the relationship between the narrator and the old man, the specifics of the narrator, and other details are unclear. The
narrator denies there was any hatred or resensiment towards the man, who, as he said, never offended the narrator. The narrator also denies killing because of greed. Critics argue that the old man may be a father figure, the narrator's landlord, or that the narrator works for the old man as a servant, and that perhaps his vulture eye represents a veiled secret
or power. The ambiguity and lack of detail between the two protagonists stands in contrast to the specific plot details leading up to the murder. Plot summary Illustration: Harry Clarke, 1919 The Tell-Tale Heart told a first-person narrative about an unnamed narrator who insists on being sane but suffers from a disease (nervousness), which causes excessive
acuteness of the senses. The old man with whom the narrator lives is a cloudy, pale, blue vulture-like eye that causes anxiety and manipulates the narrator so much that the narrator plans to kill the old man, even though he insists that the narrator loves the old man. The narrator insists that this careful accuracy in committing the murder proves that the
narrator can't be crazy. For seven nights, the narrator opens the door to the old man's room to shine a little light on the evil eye. The old man's vulture eyes, however, are always closed, which makes work impossible, so the narrator gets into even more trouble. The eighth the old man wakes up after the narrator's hand slips and makes a noise, interrupting
the narrator's night ritual. The narrator does not pull back, and after a while decides to open the lantern. A single thin beam of light shines out and flies right into the evil eye, revealing it's wide open. The narrator hears the old man's heartbeat, which gets louder and louder. This increases the narrator's anxiety to the point where the narrator decides to strike;
He jumped out with a loud shout and strangled the old man with his own bed. The narrator then dismembers the body and hides the pieces under the floorboards and ensures all signs of foul play are hidden. Even so, the old man's scream during the night causes a neighbor to report to the police, who the narrator asks to look around. The narrator claims that
the scream he heard was the narrator's own nightmare and that the man was missing in the country. The narrator brings them chairs, and they sit in the old man's room. The chairs are placed on the site where the body is hidden; The police do not suspect anything, and the narrator in a pleasant and simple way. The narrator begins to feel uncomfortable and
notices the ringing in the narrator's ear. As the ringing gets louder, the narrator concludes that this heartbeat of the old man comes from under the floorboards. The sound continues to grow for the narrator, although officers seem to be not paying attention to it. Terrified by the violent heartbeat and convinced that officers know not only the heartbeat, but also
the narrator's guilt, the narrator collapses and confesses. The narrator tells them to tear up the floorboards to reveal the remains of the old man's body. The Tell-Tale Heart in The Pioneer: A Literary and Critical Magazine, 29th, The Tell-Tale Heart, was first published in January 1843 in The Pioneer: A Literary and Critical Magazine, a short-lived Boston
magazine edited by James Russell Lowell and Robert Carter, who were featured on the cover as owners. The magazine was published in Boston by Leland and Whiting and in Philadelphia by Drew and Scammell. Poe probably paid $10 for the story. [1] His original publication included an epigraphy quoting Henry Wadsworth's poem Longfellow On the Psalm
of Life. [2] 1845. This edition omitted Longfellow's poem because Poe thought it was being plagized. [2] The Tell-Tale Heart has been reprinted several times in Poe's lifetime. [3] Tell-Tale Heart's analysis uses an unreliable narrator. The accuracy with which the narrator recounts killed the old man, as if in a stealth way, which Carried out the crime of evidence
of common sense, reveals monomania and paranoia. At the heart of the story is the perverse plan to commit the perfect crime. [4] The narrator of The Tell-Tale Heart is generally considered a man. However, some critics suggest a woman may be a narrator; not pronouns are used to clarify one way or another. [5] The story begins in medias res. The story
opens with a conversation already underway between the narrator and another person who has not been identified in any way. It is assumed that the narrator confesses that the prison director, the judge, a reporter, a doctor or (anachronistically) a psychiatrist. [6] In any case, the narrator tells the story in detail. [7] The following is a study of terror, but more
specifically, a memory of terror as the narrator is concerned with the events of the past. [8] The first word in the story, True,,[8] is to admit guilt and to ensure reliability. [6] This introduction is also intended to attract the reader's attention. [9] Each word contributes to the story's advance, exemplifiing Poe's theories about writing short stories. [10] The story is
not about the narrator's insistence on his innocence, but on his sanity. However, this is self-destructive, because by attempting to prove common sense, they fully admit that they are guilty of murder. [11] The denial of insanity is based on their systematic actions and precision, as they provide a rational explanation for irrational behavior. [7] However, this
rationality is undermined by the lack of motive (There was no object. There was no passion.). That being said, they say the idea of murder is haunted around the clock. [11] The contradiction makes it difficult to fully understand the narrator's true feelings about the blue-eyed man. It is said that at the same time he disclosed a deep psychological confusion,
referring to the narrator and the comment that Object was not. Passion was not and that idea of murder haunted me day and night. [12] The final scene of the story shows the result of the narrator's guilt. Like many characters in Gothic fiction, they allow the nerves to dictate nature. Despite their best efforts to protect their actions, the excessive acuteity of the
senses; which help them hear the heart beating under the floorboards, proof that they are truly crazy. [13] The narrator's guilt can be seen when the narrator confessed to police that the old man's body was under the floorboards. Even though the old man was dead, the dead man's body and heart still seemed to haunt the narrator and condemn his actions.
Since such reasoning processes tend to condemn the advocate of madness, it does not seem to retain that they make him confess, Scientist Arthur Robinson. [14] Poe's contemporaries may have reminded him of the controversy over anti-insanity protection in the 1840s. [15] The narrator claims to have a disease that causes hypersensitivity. A similar motif
is used at Roderick Usher in the Fall of the House of Usher (1839) and monos and una (1841). [16] It is not clear, however, whether the narrator does have very sharp senses or is merely imagining it. If this condition is believed to be true, what you hear at the end of the story may not be the old man's heart, but deathwatch beetles. The narrator first admits
that he heard death-watching bugs in the wall after scaring the old man out of his sleep. Superstition says death-watching bugs are a sign of impending death. One type of deathwatch beetle raps its head against surfaces, presumably as part of a mating ritual, while others emit ticking sounds. [16] Henry David Thoreau noted in an 1838 article that
deathwatch beetles make sounds similar to heartbeats. [17] The beating may even be the voice of the narrator's own heart. Alternatively, if beatings are indeed a product of the narrator's imagination, it is the uncontrolled imagination that leads to their own destruction. [18] It is also possible that the narrator suffers from paranoid schizophrenia. Paranoid
schizophrenic very often experience auditory hallucinations. These auditory hallucinations can be sounds more often, but they can also be sounds. [19] This is of course a very modern picture of the work; There was no such diagnosis at Poe's age, and Poe would not have known the symptoms that apply to any definite mental illness. The relationship
between the old man and the narrator is ambiguous. Their names, occupations and place of residence are not given, contrary to the detailed details of the act. [20] The narrator may be the old man or, as is often assumed, a servant of his child. In this case, the old man's vulture eye can symbolize parental control as a father figure, or the paterning principles of
good and evil. The murder of the eye is therefore the removal of conscience. [21] The eye can also mean secrecy: only when the eyes are open on the last night, touching the veil of secrecy, the murder occurred. [22] According to Richard Wilbur, the story is an allegorical depiction of poe's poem To Science, depicting the struggle between imagination and
science. In The Tell-Tale Heart, the old man thus represents a scientific and rational mind, while the narrator can stand for the imaginative. [23] Adaptations Some of the listed sources in this section may not be reliable. Please help in this article looking for better, more reliable sources. Unreliable quotes can be challenged or deleted. (January 2016)
(Information on how and when to remove this template message) The earliest The Tell-Tale Heart adaptation was based on a 1928 20-minute American silent film,[24] co-directed by Leon Shamroy and Charles Klein and starring Otto Matieson as The Insane, William Herford as The Old Man, Charles Darvas and Hans Fuerberg as Detectives. It was true to
the original story,[5] unlike future television and film adaptations, which often extended the short story to full-length feature films. [25] The earliest known talkie adaptation was a 1934 version filmed by Clifton-Hurst Productions at Blattner Studios, Elstree, directed by Brian Desmond Hurst and starring Norman Dryden. This version was 55 minutes long. A 1941
live-action adaptation starred Joseph Schildkraut and the directorial debut of Jules Dassin. The 1953 animated short film, produced by United Productions of America and narrated by James Mason, is one of the films preserved at the U.S. National Film Administration. Also in 1953 was the adaptation of Shock SuspenStories, an adaptation of The Tell-Tale
Heart EC Comics titled Sleep No More, written by William Gaines and Al Feldstein and illustrated by George Evans (cartoonist). [26] In 1956, William Templeton wrote an adaptation of The Tell-Tale Heart for nbc's Matinee Theater, and on July 15, 1956, he wrote the adaptation of The Tell-Tale Heart. A 1960 film adaptation, The Tell-Tale Heart, add a love
triangle to the story. In the early 1960s, an Australian ballet was produced about the story and went on television in the early 1960s. [27] In 1970, Vincent Price also reeded the story in the edgar allan poe evening anthology film. A 1971 film adaptation directed by Steve Carver, starring Sam Jaffe as the old man. CBS Radio Mystery Theater performed the
story adaptation in 1975; The cast included Fred Gwynne. On August 1, 1980, he presented an adaptation of the Canadian radio show Nightfall. He appeared on the Alan Parsons Project's 1976 debut album Tales of Mystery and Imagination, and in 2010 Slough Feg appeared on their album The Animal Spirits. Steven Berkoff adapted the story in 1991 and it
was broadcast on British television. This adaptation was originally shown on British TV as part of the series Without Walls. The Radio Tales series produced The Tell-Tale Heart for National Public Radio in 1998. The story was performed by Winifred Phillips, along with the music he composed. Nightmares from the Mind of Poe (2006) adapts The Tell-Tale
Heart along with the films Amontillado's Barrel, Early Burial and The Raven. The 2009 Thriller film Tell-Tale, produced by Ridley Scott and Tony Scott, credits Poe in The Tell-Tale Heart as the basis of the story of a man that the donor's memories after a heart transplant. [28] [unreliable source?] V. H. Belvadi's 2012 short film, Telltale Poe's The Tell-tale
Heart, uses a dialog from the original work. Poe's Tell-Tale Heart: The Game is a 2013 mobile game adaptation in which players play the protagonist's steps to recreate Poe's story on Google Play[29] and Apple iOS. The 2015 animated anthology of extraordinary tales includes The Tell-Tale Heart, narrated by Béla Lugosi. The 2015 lifelong film The Murder
Pact, starring Alexa Vega, is based on Poe's work and features things like The Tell-Tale Heart's vulture eye. [30] In April 2016, John Le Tier's film The Tell-Tale Heart was released. Peter Bogdanovich, Rose McGowan and Patrick Flueger starred. It featured the full narrative of Poe's story with added elements imagining the narrator as a former tortured
soldier with PTSD. Redrum (2018) is an Indian Hindi-language film that adapts the story[31] And in December 2018, Anthony Neilson's stage adaptation was shown at the National Theatre in London. [32] References ^ Silverman, Kenneth. Edgar A. Poe, Mournful and Never-Ending Remembrance. New York: Harper Perennial, 1991. ISBN 0-06-092331-8,
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