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Due to current conditions orders may take longer to process than usual. Because of this, we are experiencing a larger volume of calls. Please send questions regarding your order status by email to info@winixinc.com We appreciate your patience. Dismiss Skip to content The Winix 5500-2 offers top-tier air cleaning performance, making it
perfect for anyone who wants to exert a powerful weapon against allergens and other airborne lung irritants. Performance Comparison Air purification performance Winix 5500-2 is one of the most powerful cleaner we have ever tested. It consistently showed impressive air purification performance in all of our tests. When we put the Winix
5500-2 in our smoke-filled, 150 square meter test room, it removed 99.5% of the measured airborne particles in just 30 minutes. After a full hour, that mark had increased to a whopping 99.99%. For context, most models struggled to ever get beyond the 99.5% mark even after a full hour. The Winix 5500-2 achieved it in half the time and
then went far beyond. The Winix 5500-2 also managed to remove more odors than most models on the market. We have not yet found a consumer air purifier that can completely eliminate odors, but the Winix 5500-2 did a respectable job. We could still clearly smell smoke when it was done cleaning our test room, but it was far less
sharp. The Winix 5500-2 is one of the most impressive air cleaners we have tested. The Winix 5500-2 boasts a certified clean air delivery speed of 246 cubic feet per minute, meaning it had enough power for rooms of up to 363 square feet. This cleaner also has a built-in air quality meter. This will allow you to set the cleaner to its ‘auto’
mode and it will turn itself on and off based on the reading of its air quality meter. While this meter doesn't provide an accurate reading — it only shows a blue, yellow or red light for good, medium and poor air quality — we found auto mode to be quite reactive to changes in air quality as measured by our calibrated air quality meter. The
Noise Winix 5500-2 was one of the quietest air purifiers we tested. On its low setting the noise it emits is barely noticeable. It's still pretty quiet even when ramped up to its highest setting. It is certainly noticeable when driving on the high setting, but the low frequency humet does not feel annoying. We had no problem watching Netflix at a
reasonable volume with this cleaner running right next to us. The Winix 5500-2 presents very few challenges even for those who don't like to handle appliances. This gave it one of our best ease of use points. The device itself has dedicated buttons for setting fan speed, setting a tuner and selecting a particular mode. It also includes a
remote control that makes it easy to do the same things without getting out of bed or from The off timer can be set for 1, 4, or 8 8 At 15.4 pounds it is at the heavier end of the spectrum, but a comfortable carrying handle makes it relatively easy to move it from room to room. The simple and intuitive controls make it easy to select the
settings you want. Operating cost The Winix 5500-2 uses very little electricity and incurs relatively low annual filter costs of $79. But its list price of $250 is a bit steep, putting its expected lifetime cost at an above average $660. Fortunately this model is often available online for significantly less than its list price, pushing its estimated
lifetime cost down the average range. If you find it for sale, the Winix 5500-2 offers exceptional performance at a middle-of-the-road price, making it a great value. Even if you have to buy it at its list price, we believe that Winix 5500-2's stellar performance makes that higher price worthwhile. Although the winix 5500-2 is heavier than some
models, it is relatively easy to carry thanks to the recessed handle. Conclusion The Winix 5500-2 is one of the best overall air purifiers we have tested, offering top-notch air cleaning performance, quiet operation, and a set of useful features. The affordable and quick-cleaning Winix — 5300-2 was the best performer in our review of the best
air purifiers. But for about $25 more, you can upgrade to Winix - the 5500-2, which adds some special features that you should consider carefully: a heavier odor-absorbing prefilter and a remote control. Table of contentsWhat can air purifiers do? The High Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) filter standard has been developed for filters used
in nuclear power plants, and any filter that meets this classification will capture 99.97% of the small, most difficult to catch particles in the air. These particles are only 0.2—0.3 microns in diameter, the size of some viruses and bacteria bodies. Performance with larger or smaller particles is even better. Air purifiers are good at capturing
particles floating in the air. However, if the fan moves the air through the filter does not circulate all air in a room a few times per hour, the cleaner will not be able to keep up with new dust coming into the room from outside. In homes that are not tightly sealed, all air in the house can be replaced two or three times per hour with dusty air
from outside. While the HEPA standard covers most of the worst airborne pollutants, it doesn't contain everything. Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) come in clouds of single molecules less than 0.0003 microns in diameter. You can smell even low concentrations of many VOC, and they are much harder to capture than particles. The
large sponge-like surface of an activated carbon granule can remove VOC by sticking to them as they float past, but if the filter is thick enough to be effective, it will be expensive. See our comparison of Winix carbon filters below. If you have a bad smell smoke to get rid of, ventilation should be your first effort. Using a filtered vacuum or
mopping will also make a much bigger difference in controlling dust or pet dander than filtering your air. Check out our full review for a list of steps you should take before resorting to an air purifier. How's the corona virus? When we researched our review of the best air purifiers, we asked experts if the 99.97% separation rate of a HEPA
filter is enough to protect against virus exposure. Jeffery Williams, from the Indoor Exposure Assessment team of the California Air Resources Board, summarizes the problem of filtering viruses: There is really no clean-cut response. The tests for these devices use a highly contrived scenario when quantifying efficiencies. Specific dust
sizes are generated, and then the amount of dust before and after the filter is measured and you get an efficiency. In the natural world, you have a very wide range of particles; some bacteria and viruses are large enough to get caught, some do not. If you want to take precautions to filter your air, remember that air purifiers can't do
anything about a virus stuck behind a closed door or stuck in a door handle. Cleaning often stirred surfaces is still your best defense. (Also, stop touching your face.) The good news is that a virus like SARS-CoV-2 is easily killed with soap and water, or a 60-70% alcohol solution in hand sanitizer if you don't have access to a sink.
Plasmawave controversyWinix air purifiers are using an electric discharge system they call a PlasmaWave to increase the efficiency of their most popular air purifiers. This system generates a small high-voltage, high-frequency electrical discharge, which ionizes particles escaping from the filter. The result is that a static clinging effect
makes free-floating particles clump together so that they are easier to filter, and it can destroy certain microorganisms and VOCs.The effectiveness of an ionizing air purifier is limited by how much ozone it creates as a side effect. Ozone is a good disinfectant, but it is harmful to humans. The California Air Resources Board (CARB) tests
air purifiers and certifies that they do not make more than 0.050 parts per million ozone. All Winix models that we recommend have been certified with these tests, and you can manually disable the PlasmaWave feature if you are extra sensitive to ozone. We haven't smelled ozone coming out of any air purifiers that pass CARB's test, but
they perform slightly better in particle collection tests than those that don't use ionizers. How do we test the air purifierThe differences between air purifiers come down to three questions: how big of a room can it clean, how high is it, and how much will it cost to run? Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers (AHAM) with its has
developed a standard for first question. They test air purifiers with three categories of air pollution: large dust particles, pollen-sized particles and smoke-sized particles. The result is certified as a clean air delivery speed (CADR) — cubic foot of air per minute that an air purifier can clean. (Multiply the CADR number by 1.66 and you've got
an estimate for the square meter the cleaner can handle.) We mostly bought air purifiers that are already certified this way, but some best-selling models — including a widely recommended model from Coway — didn't. Manufacturers provide their own specification for how large the room machine is supposed to be suitable for, so we set up
a controlled test to get a fair comparison between models advertised for the same use. We cordoned off a test chamber (equivalent to 137 square feet — the size of a large bedroom or small living room) with a plastic barrier and introduced controlled contaminants, then recorded the falling number of semi-micron particles detected by a
Dylos particle counter. We ran air purifiers at both high and low speed settings to see how much performance manufacturers gave up to turn down the noise. Together with the performance tests, we also checked the noise output of each model and checked the power supply at different fan settings. Winix performance resultsA you can
see from the chart above, the best-selling air purifiers with CADR scores of 200-240 cubic feet per minute all performed very well, clearing out a thick cloud of ultra-fine dust and smoke particles in less than 30 minutes. Air purifiers that don't have a real airflow rating, even the expensive Dyson — TP0O1, can be surprisingly poor at cleaning
air. The Winix was the best performer in this roundup, but all units certified with a similar CADR are worth considering. The Winix 5300-2 is our choice for households that actually need an air purifier, as it costs just $30 more than bedroom-sized machines. Winix also includes an air quality sensor and a timer, and it's very quiet. Winix
5300-2 vs. 5500-2The Winix 5500-2 sells for an average of $25 more than 5300-2 and is only different in three ways:An upgraded carbon filter that can be washedA remoteOne darker gray colorThe only update to the Winix line we would consider over these two models is the newer Wi-Fi-controlled AM90 model for about $20 more than
5500-2. It takes the same cost-effective filters as the 5300-2, and all are rated for the same cleaning performance and power consumption. Other new models are slightly lower performance for a higher price, and they are no easier to fit in tight spaces. Winix 5500-2 filterCarbon filter in any low cost air purifier is difficult to evaluate,
because they are all so poor at actually filtering VOC. If you want an affordable air purifier with a good carbon filter to soak up nuisance odors that pass your choices are very limited and this one is worth considering. That said, even heavier carbon filters in the 5500 are not very effective against high concentrations of VOC. If you hope this
will give you relief from the smell of fresh paint or a brand new foam mattress, manage your expectations. We tested both designs against tobacco smoke, and the 5500 filter was a little better than the 5300, but the smell blowing through the other side of the filter was still strong. Venting smoke-filled air (whether from tobacco products or
cooking) to outdoors is a much better solution than trying to filter it. We checked the fit, and the felt-like prefilters from the 5300-2 fit in the 5500-2 (it's perfect if you double them up), so you could buy it for the remote control and still get the same filter change price as the base model. The 5300-2 has alignment rails on the snap-in filter cap,
so the more expensive semi-washable filter doesn't work as an upgrade to retrofit. The 5500 prefilter is washable, but only in the sense that you can rinse hair and dust out of it — the VOC-catching carbon inside cannot be reactivated by washing. This larger carbon filter is rated to last a year if you rinse it off every three months, compared
to a three-month life span for disposable carbon pre-filters. If you desperately need to clean up strong VOC, Austin Air — A450A1 Healthmate Plus is air purifier recommended to us by a local environmental services company and has been deinserted into homes near natural gas well leaks. But at a replacement cost of $360 for each
container, it's a final choice after all the other methods to clear vocs away have been tried. The giant Austin Air plus filter container has 780 cubic inches of activated carbon, compared to our estimate of 70 cubic inches in the Winix 5500 and 40 cubic inches in 5300.The HEPA filters that capture dust are the same between the most
popular Winix models and will work for a very long time before getting plugged with household dust. Typically these filters lose some of their ability to attract ultra-fine dust first, then slowly clog with larger dust and limit airflow. After two years of intermittent use, we checked the original filter from our Winix 5300-2 with our particle counter,
and it was to let through less than 10% more ultrafine particles than a new filter. If you're really giving an air purifier a workout with dusty or humid conditions, smoke, cooking oil and pet dander, it's wise to stick to the annual replacement schedule so bacteria and mold don't start growing on filter fibers. Using a HEPA filtered vacuum
cleaner will also help keep your air purifier working longer. At all points that matter most in a cost-effective air purifier — speed to clear dust out of your air, noise and operating cost — the Winix 5300-2 and 5500-2 are in the first You can build a bare-bones filter-plus-fan setup that would be cheaper, but Winix has done all the work to make
these machines as efficient, quiet and easy to use as they can be. For small spaces, the 5500-2 still puts out 95 cubic feet of air per minute even at the almost silent low speed setting, which is competitive with most compact air purifiers at its loudest settings. The only reason not to spend the extra $30-50 on a Winix PlasmaWave model
instead of something smaller is if you physically can't fit one in your room. If you need to clear a larger space, we'd suggest that we seriously consider multiple Winix drives or upgrade to a filtered HVAC system, instead of buying a $600-$1,000 air purifier. More expensive air purifiers can usually move air faster, but in a larger room a
single unit will have more trouble getting dust that is trapped in distant corners. Compared to the 5300-2, the 5500-2 adds a remote control and a semi-washable carbon filter that is no better in some practical terms. If you want the more expensive filter or remote control, it's still an excellent value compared to most other brands of air
purifiers. You can also use the cheaper filter pack to top up the 5500-2.The newer Winix — the AM90 is about $20 more, adds Wi-Fi control and uses the same cheaper carbon filter as the 5300-2. 5300-2.
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