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If you have a cartridge filter for your pool, it's only a matter of time before you need to replace the cartridge that's inside. Even if you need to buy the right size cartridge for your filter, not everything is for the process. To do what's best for your pool, learn a little about pool cartridge filters. There may be things you do on a
daily basis that are decreasing the effective life span of your pool cartridge filter. It is important to know how best to fit the cartridge to get the most out of it. It is also important to be able to identify the difference between having a cartridge that just needs a cleaning and having one that needs to be replaced before it
causes costly damage to your system. To learn more about pool cartridge filters, read. If you're ready to buy, consider the highly rated topics we've highlighted in this article. Finding the right fitA cartridge filter performs the essential function of cleaning the water in your pool. To do this, the dirty water must pass through
pleated fabric so that dirt is removed from the water. If you don't filter your pool water, it won't be long before your water turns green. (To keep your pool even cleaner, look at our reviews on the best pool covers, pool skimmers and automatic pool cleaners.) The cartridges in a cartridge filter system are tubular and stand
upright in the filter tank. Depending on your system, you may have one or more filters inside the tank. The dirty water fills the tank and flows through the cartridges to the center of the pipe. The filtered water comes out at the bottom of the pipe and is pumped back into the pool. When replacing a cartridge, it's important to
get one that's exactly the same physical size. This includes height, outer diameter, and inner diameter. If the cartridge is too large, it simply does not fit. If the cartridge is too small, unfiltered water may slip by, which means your pool will soon turn green. In addition, it is important to remember that a cartridge is basically
rigid polyester fabric and plastic, so the pressure on a cartridge that does not fit properly could easily crush or break this cartridge, making it useless. When you purchase a replacement cartridge that is not an OEM cartridge (original equipment manufacturer), be sure to double check the measurements. If they are not
guite the same as the cartridge you are replacing, continue looking. Other considerationsBesides are sure that you have the right size cartridge, there are a few other aspects you want to consider. OEM vs generic: There are two types of pool cartridges that you can purchase: an OEM cartridge or a generic cartridge.
Typically, an OEM model is more durable, but it's also significantly more expensive. Material: The material used in the manufacture of fabric is a spunbond polyester, usually Reemay. The four-ounce drug is better than the three-ounce drug. Reemay is also resistant to chemicals and is easy to clean. Pleat and surface
area: Lay the folds in the filter fabric. The more put your pool cartridge filter has, the larger the surface area will be. The larger your surface area, the longer your filter will last because there is extra space to collect particles. Tapes: Cartridge filters have tape that encircles the cartridge and helps keep the calves in place.
The more bands there are, the more durable the filter will be. Inner core: Together with the tapes, the inner core is essential to provide the integrity of the cartridge filter. The stronger its inner core, the more durable your filter will be. End caps: Usually, the end caps have an open hole in the middle, giving them the
appearance of a flat blue doughnut. Some models may have a different design. If this is the case, simply match the design style to make sure your new cartridge filter has the right end caps. The end caps are places where manufacturers can save on quality, and you may not notice it until the cartridge cracks, so be sure
to buy a cartridge with sturdy end caps. Did you know? Cleaning the cartridge filter too often can be as bad for your system as not cleaning it enough. Wait for the pressure to rise 8 to 10 psi above normal to determine the optimal cleaning time. STAFFBestReviewsInexpensive: If you venture below the $20 threshold,
you'll find disposabile filter cartridges that last about two weeks and are designed for smaller otherworldly pools. At the lower end, from about $20 to $60, the cartridges are mostly budget filters for larger pools; these may not last for a full swimming season. Mid-range: In the $60 to $100 range, you'll find cartridges with
better build quality, often with a larger square footage of filtering material. This type is more likely to last longer than a single season. Expensive: When you go over $100, you are either getting an OEM cartridge, a special cartridge, or a multipack that contains two or more pool cartridges. When should you replace the
cartridge? Unfortunately, at some point in a pool cartridge filter life, there will come a time when the cartridge needs to be replaced. It is far more important to look for signs of wear and tear than it is to count the hours of use. The following are some of the gifts that let you know it's time to replace your cartridge: High water
pressure: When the running pressure in your pool filtration system starts to climb and doesn't come down after a deep cleaning of your cartridge, there may be a sign that the cartridge needs to be replaced. Cracked end caps: If the end cap at each end of the cartridge has become brittle and cracked or chipped, the
cartridge must be replaced to prevent pieces from breaking out and damaging your system. Torn pleats: Lay do filtering. If the fabric is torn or has a fuzzy appearance, the effectiveness of your cartridge has been compromised and it should be replaced. Crushed cartridge: Once the cartridge's inner structure has been
compromised, your filter will look like a crushed can. If this happens, it's time to replace the cartridge. Fag. What are the pros and cons of having a cartridge filter?A. A cartridge filter is the most environmentally friendly filter option, as you don't have to slander, which emits chemicals into the environment and wastewater.
In addition, a cartridge filter works almost as well as a D.E. filter, so you get remarkably clean water if you just keep the filter clean. However, this maintenance is where this type of filter falls a little short. In order to work with maximum efficiency, cartridges need to be cleaned regularly, and this process is rather
involved.Q. How often do | need to clean the filter for the cartridge?A. There is no firm answer to this question. It depends on usage and other factors. For example, the more people who swim in your pool, the more oils and sunscreen lotions and dirt will get into your system, and the more often your filters will require
cleaning. The best strategy is to closely monitor your system pressure. When it starts to creep up significantly, 8 or 10 psi (pounds per square inch) above the normal operating pressure, then it's time for clean.Q. How do | clean the filter for the cartridge?A. After closing your pump, closing the valves, and removing the
filter, just carefully hose the put out. Using a specially designed filter-cleaning tool can speed up the process significantly, but cleaning is not a job that you need to rush. Careless cleaning can damage the fabric or your filter, making it worn out faster. A backyard pool is a place where kids can play and the adults can find
relief from these suffocating days in summer. It is a mat oasis free of everyday hustle. But only if you have a properly functioning pool filter. A pool filter is the crucial component that keeps your backyard paradise from turning into a useless swamp. Filtration frees your water from unhealthy and hazardous waste. It is the
first step in creating and maintaining a safe swimming environment for you and your family. A properly functioning pool filter is what allows you to achieve that pristine sparkle that makes a pool so inviting. But a filter is also part of a complicated system. There is a science behind keeping water clean, and if you don't
understand how it all works, no amount of quick fix additives will help. BestReviews is here to provide clear and accurate information to help you buy with confidence the products you need. After reading this guide through, you can go back to the top of the to see what our research has uncovered about some of the best
pool filters on the market. How does a pool filter work? No offense, but your pool water has a ton of unwanted elements in it. If neglected, you would quickly see the effect in your water quality. Fortunately, you have a filter — and a pump that directs your pool water to that filter. It's an endless process, but it works very
well. There are three types of pool filters. Sand filterThis type of pool filter is filled about halfway with pool filter sand (#20 silica sand). Water enters the top of the filter, and as it makes its way to the bottom, all the unwanted microscopic particles get trapped in the sand, allowing only clean water to leave the filter and
pump back into your pool. Prosinexpensive (low-end models) Easy to maintainLasts five to seven yearsConsense cleaning (backwashing) wastes lots of waterFilter particles of about 20 micronsLeast energy efficientPrice: Sand filters cost approximately $100 to $1,250.Cartridge filterThis type pool filter contains a
cartridge that looks like a thick, pleated tube, made of material that can trap particles. Water penetrates the filter on the outside of the cartridge and passes through to the center of the cartridge before going back into your pool. ProsEffective at lower speedsA backwashing needsFilters particles as small as 6
micronsConsMore labor intensivePress reading not always accurateSt up to three yearsPrice: Cartridge filters cost approximately $200 to $1,400.D.E. filterThis type pool filter uses a powdered substance called diatomaceous soil to trap particles. Diatomaceous soil is made from the fossilized remnants of diatoms,
oxygen-producing microorganisms that number in trillions and can be found in the oceans, waterways and soil. This fine-grained fabric coats mesh-lined grids through which the water is forced. This filter works very much like a hybrid of sand and cartridge filters. ProsKeeps water purestEasy to add more D.E. through
skimmerskFilter particles as small as 2 microns ConsCleaning (backwashing) waste a lot of waterD.E. must be replenished after cleaningMost labour-intensiveD. E. harmful if inhaled Price: D.E. filters cost approximately $250 to $1,000. The dirtier a sand filter becomes, the more effective it becomes at removing unwanted
particles from your pool water. Unfortunately, the water pressure also escalates with a dirty sand filter, and that's not a good thing. STAFFBestReviewsOn its own, a filter is not very effective. If the water is not pulled through the filtration material, it cannot be cleaned and to move the water you need a pump. To function
properly, the pump must be strong enough to filter all the water in your pool for eight hours. Determining the right size pump for your pool involves a bit of math. You need to know the flow rate and resistance (if you have an inground pool). Flow rate: Find out the flow rate, take the total number of gallons your pool holds,
divide by 8, and divide that number by 60. It gives you gallons per minute that your pump should move to filter all the water in your pool for eight hours. Resistance: To find out the resistance (also called the feet of the head), measure the distance from the pump to each skimmer and drain. Add these numbers together.
Divide this total by the number of foamers and drains in your system. That number is your feet of your head. There are two last things you need to know before you buy the perfect pump: the type of mount you need and the voltage your pump requires. Mount: There are two mounting options for pool pumps. If your filter
has an intake on top, use a top mount pump. If the intake is on the side, use a side bracket pump. Voltage: There are two possibilities for voltage: 110 volts and 220 volts. Check the label on the housing of your pump or holder's instructions to find the voltage your pump requires. (It is extremely dangerous to have
inconsistent voltage!) Did you know? How big is a micron? Take an inch and divide it into 25,400 parts. One of the parts is a micron. STAFFBestReviewsAll pool filters must be cleaned. As a general rule, it is time to clean the filter when the filter system pressure increases 8 to 10 psi above the normal operating pressure.
Sand filters and D.E. filtersFor these pool filters, use a process called afterwash to clean your system. This means that the flow of water must be reversed to remove all the particles that the filter has trapped. This process wastes a lot of water. (Check with your township to see if there are any restrictions on the discharge
of slander to avoid being fined.) These pool filters only require a thorough flush. Start at the top, work your way down, and spray in between all pleats and inside, too. Turn the cartridge over and repeat the process. When cleaning, inspect the cartridge to make sure there are no signs of damage. Even a small tear can
significantly reduce the filter's performance. TipsYour pool filter is the main component when it comes to keeping your water clean and swimmable. The following are a few other elements that can help you maintain pristine pool water. Use a leaf shackle. This net on a long rod can snatch up debris sitting on top of the
water before it becomes water-ailating and sinks to the bottom of your pool. Keep pool skimmers clean. Built into the pool along the waterline, these openings serve three purposes. First, they collect surface waste before it can sink to the bottom of the pool. Secondly, the pump pulls from these places to keep the water in
circulation. Thirdly, this is where you plug in the pool vacuum hose when you want to clean up dirt that has sunk to the bottom of the pool. Try an automatic pool cleaner. A pool cleaner Along the bottom of your pool, picking up debris in much the same way a robot vacuum cleans the floor of your home. Don't forget
chemicals. There are many chemicals that can be added to pool water to disinfect, disinfect, and keep the pH at a comfortable level. Chemicals should be added slowly and with great caution. If you add too much, not only is it extremely difficult to achieve this vital balance again, but it can also cause damage to anyone
who enters the water. Faq. What level should the water be at when my pool is full?A. A pool works best when the water level is between a third and a half way up the opening of the pool skimmer. If the water level is too high, skimmers will not work. If it's too low, you risk sucking air into your system, which can cause the
pump to lose its prime.Q. Is a saltwater pool better than a chlorine pool?A. Both pools use chlorine in the sanitation process. The difference is in a chlorine pool, chlorine is administered directly by the user, while saltwater pools convert salt to chlorine through electrolysis.Q. Why is it important to shower before entering a
pool?A. You may not realize it, but your body is covered in chemicals: soap, conditioner, shampoo, hair gel, perfume, makeup, sunscreen. Any of these can have a negative impact on the cleanliness and chemical balance of the water and cause unwanted buildup on your filter cartridge. Think about what the water in the
bathtub looks like after a bath. That's the gun you're trying to keep out of your pool water! Water!
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