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Interdependence of the southern region

All around us are the signs of the technological revolution - in communications, transport, industry, weapons and much more. But there have also been major changes in the international political and economic order, especially since the Second World War. The end of the colonial system has been a factor that has had a
profound impact on the world order, and this has particularly affected Africa. Our own region in southern Africa has, of course, felt the dramatic impact of these world changes, especially since the collapse of Portuguese colonial rule in Africa in 1974. The problems in southern Africa have nhow become a world issue, and
the region has in some ways become a focal point for the so-called North/South division between the underdeveloped and industrialised countries, and also the focus of East/West competition. | would like to concentrate on some of the factors that are pulling us together in the various parts of this region, and which will
inevitably act as a counterforce against the political factors that tend to drive us apart. There is a very real interdependence in southern Africa, which has developed over the years, and whose continued development can only be beneficial to everyone. Interdependence in southern Africa can be said to be based primarily
on transport links between the various countries of the subcontinent, power generation, trade, labour relations, southern Africa's customs agreements and the inherent strength of the South African and Rhodesian economies that serve the constellation of poorer states around them. Interdependence includes the virtues of
dependence that one can get something from others without the negative effects of relying on others and the merits that are independent in the sense that one can feel free but admit that there are benefits to be gained from being neighbors. Interdependence in this context is therefore not meant to be political but
economic interdependence in the southern African region. The statement states that Africa can only survive if the fact is accepted that benefits can be gained through the creation of wealth through free enterprise without sacrificing political independence. Most research on southern Africa focuses on the total dependence
of the region's states--Angola, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe--on the dominant power, South Africa. This thesis examines the relationship between South Africa and Zimbabwe and argues that these two states are more interdependent than dependent scientists would admit. Although a
study of the historical period shows that addiction theory, defined by Raul Prebisch, Andre Gunder Frank and A. Valenzuela, is helpful in understanding the development of relations between the two states, it is unable to account for many of the characteristics of the relationship found in contemporary context, especially
since 1980. A survey of different economic areas of interaction, including investment, trade and transport, as well as the political sphere, shows that each state exhibits a certain degree of dependence on the other. Thus, it is possible to characterize the relationship as one of interdependence, or interdependence as
defined by Robert Keohane and Joseph S. Nye. Interdependence is further explored through the concepts of sensitivity and vulnerability. Sensitivity implies the ability of a state to respond effectively to policy changes made by another state wi thin a certain area of interaction without incurring large costs, while
vulnerability denotes that an actor cannot respond, or only at great cost. By applying these concepts to the relationship between Zimbabwe and South Africa, it is determined that even South Africa tends to be sensitive while Zimbabwe is generally vulnerable, the degree to which these two states are sensi ve and
vulnerable varies over time and issue area. As changes wi thin South Africa begins to affect relations wi th the rest of southern Africa, it wi 11 be necessary to understand the interaction between states from an interdependens perspective if cooperation within the region wi 11 be successful. By laying an interdependent
framework, this study aims to contribute to the understanding of relations between the countries of southern Africa in general, and between South Africa and Zimbabwe in particular. Volume 36, December 2014, Pages 60-71Functional interdependenceView the full text
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