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Communicating with a commissioner or politician of any kind can be intimidating, as there are different honorifics that can be used depending on the method by which you greet them. In the case of a county commissioner, the honorific or prefix you use will vary, depending on whether you speak to the commissioner in person, on the phone or by letter.
Contact the county commissioner in person or on the phone with the honorary commissioner and his last name. For example, Hello, Commissioner Black. Open a letter to a county commissioner with the appropriate prefix and honorary commissioner. For example, Dear Commissioner. A less formal approach is to omit the prefix and use the Commissioner's
surname, such as Dear Commissioner Black. Contact a commissioner of the country using the honorary The Honorable, followed by his full name. For example, The Honourable John Black Board of Commissioners is the oldest form of county government in America and is still very common. In colonial times, it was particularly prevalent in the South, which
was less densely populated than the northern colonies, and spread to much of the rest of the country as the nation grew. These days, it is less observed in New England, where local government is usually run at the city or city level. Connecticut, Rhode Island and parts of Massachusetts have no county governments at all [source: Kemp]. In a form of the
government's county commission, a body of elected commissioners serves both executive and legislative duties, meaning they enact local ordinances and manage them. They approve budgets, oversee spending and hire county employees. The Committee usually consists of three to five officials. In some states, they are known as supervisors. In New
Jersey, they're called elite free holders. And in Louisiana, they are often known as parish police jurors [source: Kemp]. Advertising Commissioners are responsible for voters, but their duties are defined and controlled by the state constitution and the statutes of the state. Their actions can be overturned by state courts. Some department heads, such as
sheriff, clerk, treasurer and coroner, are elected rather than appointed by commissioners [source: Kemp]. When many counties were still rural, the duties of the board of commissioners were limited. They kept vital records, assessed property, ran elections and maintained roads. With the spread of suburbs, many counties grew in population and began to offer
a much wider range of services. It is not uncommon today for a board of commissioners to oversee consumer protection, economic development, planning, environmental quality and social welfare programmes [source: Kemp]. Other tasks for which the Board of Commissioners may be responsible or supervising include: Issuing bondsManiplining the parks of
the countyA Call and and of trashSemanagement management for county officialsSeing water qualityIn recognized courts and prisonsCollecting property and sales taxes In recent decades, the government's reform movements have criticized the form of the county government committee for not having a single general manager in charge. Some counties
have moved to one of two relevant forms of government in an effort to resolve the issue [source: Union of Women Voters]: Commission-Commander: Elected Commissioners appoint a separate professional administrator who performs policies, hires and fires employees, and prepares a budget for the committee's approval. Council-executive: Voters elect a
person as a county executive along with a council that serves as the county legislature. In some areas, the executive can veto laws enacted by the council and exercise other executive powers. Today, more than 40 percent of counties have adopted one of these alternative forms [source: Kemp]. In some states, such as Tennessee, state law requires that
counties be led by an elected executive [source: Kemp]. Many others, however, continued to use the traditional county commission form of government. Read on for more information on local government and elected officials. The county form of government was the first form of established local government elected by citizens. After the Revolution, states in
the north, south and midwest created counties and county commissioners to oversee local government administrative functions, such as overseeing elections, managing police departments, providing health and welfare services and keeping records. Commissioners adopt local provisions and manage them, as they serve as both legislative and executive
branches of government. County commissioners have evolved into a complex branch of government across the country, but no county structure and pay package is dictated worldwide. A county commissioner is a governor and usually gets roles more suited to his experience. Road management, infrastructure, garbage collection and tax collection are just
some of the duties that fall under the county commissioner's supervision. Once elected, a county commissioner becomes part of a multi-member working group that oversees the county government. While working for the benefit of their constituents, they are controlled by the state constitution. Their decisions are not always in stone and can be overturned in
court. Counties are independent. And while there is no requirement worth electing to your county commission, having a business or master's degree in administration, urban planning, budget, accounting, rural planning if you are in a farm zone, law, human resources (since you will be responsible for hiring and firing) or no further education at all, just
experience running one is a background that will benefit you. The field is wide open. Many counties require several hours of continuous training once elected to office and lessons are often required. You must also be a resident of the state in which your county is located and live within that county. The terms run from two to six years, and you must file
appropriate documents to enter a fight for the county commissioner, and include a filing fee determined by the county. Most states hold the general assembly to establish a minimum wage set by local law for county commissioners. Longevity at work, additional training adjustments and cost of living adjustments add to the wage base. Ballpark wage numbers
for county commissioners range from $30,000s in rural Pennsylvania to a high of highs of six items in many highly populated counties with a wealthy tax base. Every county in each state has its own salary dictates and if a career in county government is interesting to you, check the local database for your county wage information. Surveys show an average
salary base in the state of Florida, with its growing population, at $78,599. Most counties provide a generous benefits package to their county commissioners. In addition to health insurance, which includes dental and vision insurance, life insurance, long-term disability insurance, reimbursement of tuition, retirement planning and a host of other benefits, the
county commissioner also usually has an expense account. With more responsibilities transferred from the national and state levels, the role of a county commissioner is becoming increasingly complicated. And as the population expands, more people mean more rules and regulations and more planning. The county commissioner's job is in a stable company
and is an opportunity to work closely with county residents and have an impact on the development and expansion of each county. This website is not available in your country
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