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See how your profile ranks among thousands of other students who use CollegeVine. Calculate your chances at your dream schools and learn which areas you need to improve right now — it only takes 3 minutes and it's 100% free. Show me which areas | need to improve In 2019, only about 24,476 of the more than five million students taking AP exams took
the AP Art History exam. If you plan to take the AP Art History exam, whether you've taken class or have yourself studied, read on for a breakdown of the test and CollegeVine's advice on how best to prepare for it. When is the AP Art History Exam? The 2020 AP Art History exam takes place on Friday, May 8 at noon. For more information on all AP exams
and their 2020 test times, check out our blog post 2020 AP Exam Schedule: Everything you need to know. What does AP Art History Exam Cover mean? The AP Art History course teaches students the nature of art (its uses, meanings and production) and societal responses to art throughout history. It aims to immerse students in rich artistic traditions
across cultures that go from prehistory to the present while promoting an in-depth understanding and appreciation of art history. In this class, you can expect to learn visual, contextual, and comparative analysis applied to a variety of art forms, understanding of individual works, and connections between processes and products throughout history. Although
there are no official prerequisites for coursework, students who have excelled in the humanities, such as literature or history, or in studio art classes, will find that these experiences enrich their perspective when they undertake to study art history. Ap's art history course was redesigned for the academic year 2015-2016, and although much of the course
content is still the same, it is now presented along with clear learning goals for the exam. The scope was also limited to focusing more on conceptual understanding, critical thinking and analytical skills, with less emphasis on knowledge of specific works of art. The course still requires students to become familiar with a set of specific artworks, but this set
shrunk from over 500 pieces in the previous curriculum to 250 included in the course redesign. The AP Art History course is usually divided into 10 units. Below is a sequence of the units proposed by the College Board, along with the percentage of questions from each unit that will appear on the multiple choice section of the AP Art History exam. AP Art
History Unit Percentage of multiple choice questions Global prehistory, 30,000-500 f.Kr. Approximately 4% Antiquity Mediterranean, 3500 f.Kr. —300 CE Approximately 15% Early Europe and Colonial America, 200-1750 CE About 21% Later Europe and America, 1750-1980 CE About 21% Indigenous peoples, 1000 BC-1980 C. 6% Later Europe and America,
1100-1980 CE About 6% West and Asia, 500 FS—-1980 CE About 4% South, East and Southeast Asia, 300 BC-1980 CE About 8% The Pacific, 700-1980 CE About 4% Global Contemporary, 1980 CE to present About 11% AP Art History Exam Content AP Art History exam is one of the longer AP exams, clocking in at three hours. It consists of two sections:
one part of multiple choice questions, the other of questions about free answers. Section 1: Multiple choice 1 hour | 80 questions | 50% of points The first episode lasts an hour, consists of 80 multiple choice questions, and accounts for 50% of your total score. Of these 80 questions, there are about 40 individual questions, some of which are based on a color
image of a work of art. The other 40 questions are grouped into eight sets of 3-6 queries, each set based on a different color image. Section 2: Free Reply 2 hours | 6 questions | 50% of points The second section is the free answer section, which lasts for two hours, contains six questions and accounts for the remaining 50% of your total score. This section is
divided into two 30-minute essays and four 15-minute essays, which often contain images of art as stimuli for the given prompt. 30-Minute Essays: The longer of the free answer questions will give you 3-5 artworks from the AP Art History course with a unifying idea. They may also prompt you to respond with a choice of artwork of your choice, either inside or
outside the necessary course content. Question 1: The first 30-minute free answer question focuses on comparison, which instructs you to compare selected works of art from the course (images provided) and articulate the similarities and differences between the works. Question 2: The second long-answer free answer question is about visual/contextual
analysis, which requires you to analyze the visual and contextual features of a work of art from the AP Art History course (this is the only free answer question that won't give a picture of artwork), and answer a question with a thesis supported by evidence. Question 3: This question tests visual analysis, and requires you to examine the visual elements of a
work of art image provided—and link it to a tradition, style, or practice. Question 4: The fourth question involves contextual analysis and asks you to evaluate the contextual elements from an image set and explain how context can affect artistic decisions. Question 5: This question focuses on attribution. Here you need to attribute a work of art to an artist
and justify your claim using visual evidence. Question 6: The final free answer question spotlights continuity and change. You need to identify the relationships — including artistic tradition, style and/or practice — between works of art. AP Art History Grade Breakdown, Average Score, and Passing Rate Graduation 5 4 3 2 1 AP Art History 24.6% 26.6%
24.7% 12.2% AP Art History exam is a tough one to master, although many students pass it with average scores. In 2019, 63.1% of students who took AP's art history scored 3 or higher. Of these, only 11.9% of students scored the highest score at 5, with an additional 24.6% scoring a 4. If you are curious about other points distributions, see our post Easiest
and most difficult AP exams. Keep in mind, credit and advanced status based on AP scores vary greatly from school to school. Although a score of 3 is usually considered to pass, it is not always enough to get credit. Regulations on which APs qualify for course credits or advanced placement at specific colleges and universities can be found on the College
Board website. A full course description that can help guide your study and understanding of the knowledge required for the exam can be found in the Board of Trustees' course description. Read on for tips to prepare for the exam. Take a practice test to assess your initial knowledge of the material. Although the College Board AP Art History website
provides a number of exam test questions and exam tips, it does not provide a complete sample test. However, practice tests are readily available in commercial study guides such as Barron's AP Art History, 3rd Edition. Varsity Tutors also offers a handful of free diagnostic tests for AP Art History. You can also find an older version of test questions from the
College Board's 2011 exam or image-based questions from the 2013 exam to get a general idea of the test structure and content. Step 2: Study the material The content and curriculum of ap's art history course is based on three sets of great ideas and essential questions. These overarching concepts are intended to encourage critical thinking, analysis and
appreciation of art during time and place, and to promote your understanding of the field of art history. The big ideas and their related essential questions are: Big Idea 1: Artists manipulate materials and ideas to create an aesthetic object, action or event. Essential Question: What is art and how is it done? Great Idea 2: Art manufacturing is shaped by
tradition and change. Essential Question: Why and how does art change? Great idea 3: Interpretations of art are varied. Essential Question: How do we describe our thinking about art? By exploring great ideas and answering essential questions, you should develop a basic set of art historical thinking skills. Below are eight different art history skills that you
will develop in the AP Art History course and the percentage of the multiple choice section of the AP Art History exam you can expect them to represent. Skill Description Percentage of Multiple Choice Visual Analysis Analyze visual elements of artwork. 15%-19% Contextual Analysis Analyze Contextual of a work of art, and connect contextual and visual
elements in a work of art. 28%—-32% Comparison of works of art Compare two or more works of art. 11%—13% Artistic traditions Analyse the relationships between a work of art and a related artistic tradition, style and/or practice. 20%—-25% Visual analysis of unknown works Analyze the visual elements of a work of art beyond the image set. 6%—-8% Attributes
of unknown works Attribute artwork. 6%—8% Art history interpretations Analyze historical interpretations of art. 6%—8% Argumentation Develop and support art history arguments. Not judged in the multiple choice section in addition to these specific art history thinking skills, you must also be familiar with the official AP Art History image set that contains 250
artworks categorized by geographical and chronological designations, starting with works from global prehistory and ending with global contemporary works. These works are available in the College Board AP Art History Course Description. The College Board refers students to Khan Academy's comprehensive AP Art History Study Guide. This site has a
variety of free materials to effectively learn what you need to know for the exam. The College Board also provides a series of useful videos on the AP Art History teachers website that provide an overview of the curriculum framework, exam format, and writing tips. There are also a number of free study resources available online. Many AP teachers have
posted complete study guides, review sheets, and test questions,for example, this site from Valerie White, a pottery teacher. Be careful when you access these, as many will be from previous versions of the exam. Finally, another convenient way to study is to use one of the newly developed apps for AP exams. These can make it much easier to study on the
go. Make sure you read reviews before choosing one-their quality varies greatly. Here is an AP Art History app from Varsity Tutor which currently has 4.2 stars. Step 3: Practice multiple choice questions When you have your theory down, test it by practicing multiple choice questions. You can find these in most study guides or through online searches. You
can also try taking the multiple choice section in another practice exam. The College Board Course Description contains many practice multiple choice questions along with explanations of their answers. There are additional questions found in commercial study guides. As you go through these, try to keep track of which areas are still stumbling you up, and
go back over this theory again. Focus on understanding what each question is asking and keeping a running list of all vocabulary that is still unfamiliar. Step 4. Practice Free Response Questions All free answer questions at the AP Art History exam include either photos of of art (from the course content required, except for attribution questions) or a list of
works from the course content required to prompt students' answers to prompt. For questions that ask you to identify a work, you should try to include all available identifiers including title or designation, name of artist and/or culture origin, date of creation and materials. You should be able to provide at least two correct identifiers, but you will not be penalized
for any additional identifiers that are incorrect. On the free response section of the AP Art History exam, a distinct emphasis is on the strength of your writing. To succeed, you need to use clear, appropriate and descriptive language. Your ideas should be organized logically with coherent evidence to support your claims. You will need to make fact-based
conclusions and closely align your writing with the prompt's directive. When completing the free answer questions, be sure to keep an eye on time. Although you will be reminded of the time remaining of the exam proctor, you will not be forced to move on to another issue. Make sure you stay on track to address each episode of each issue. No points can be
awarded for answers left completely blank when the time runs out. A fantastic way to prepare for free answer questions about the AP Art History exam is to practice with them. The College Board has the free answers from the 2019, 2018, 2017 and 2016 exams published on its website. Another helpful resource while preparing for the AP Art History exam is
also available on the College Board website—this presentation from Heather Madar of Humboldt State University provides a small selection of the free answer questions, along with insight into how students performed and the places they fought. Step 5: Take another exercise test as you did at the beginning of your study, take a practice test to evaluate your
progress. You should see a steady development of knowledge, and it is likely that you will see patterns identify which areas have improved the most and which areas still need to be improved. If you have time, repeat each of the steps above to incrementally increase your score. Step 6: Exam day details If you take the AP course in connection with this exam,
your teacher will review how to register. If you are studying yourself, check out our blog post How to self-register for AP Exams. For information on what to bring to the exam, see our post What should I bring to my AP exam (And what should | definitely leave at home)? Wondering what your odds of acceptance are for your dream school? Using your GPA,
standardized test results, leisure activities and other data points, our chancing engine lets you know your chances of acceptance to over 500 colleges in the United States. You can also see how you stack up other applicants, and learn how to improve your profile. Sign up for your free CollegeVine account to start using our chancing engine today! Looking for
more good information about AP exams? Check out these other posts from CollegeVine: 2020 AP Exam Schedule How long is each AP Exam? Easiest and hardest AP exams We send you information to help you throughout the college admissions process. Process.
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