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Dear Lifehacker, I'm looking for a new job. Should I move to a new city where I've heard there's a lot of companies that do what I want to do, or should I do it here rough and see what I find? The labour market here is not terrible, but I feel it would be easier to find work elsewhere. Should I watch the money? Sincerely,
Career HunterDear Career Hunter, It's easy to assume that to work in tech you need to move to Silicon Valley, or work in marketing you need to move to New York City. Of course, some cities are centers for specific industries, but that doesn't mean you have to give up everything and move there just to find work. You
have a lot to think about. Watching. Dig Deep and Look What's Available at HomeG/O Media can become a commission Many people assume that because the city is known for their field, they need to go there. It's not like that. Of course, if you want to work for a particular company, you have to go where this company is
located, but even that shouldn't be a move first, working on another kind of decision. If you want to work like tech, you may be surprised by the chances of being nearby. Look at the companies that have headquarters in your residence, or the large companies with branches in your area. You may find ways in your field
that you would never consider. Want to work in tech? You don't have to move to San Francisco – almost every company or office has an IT department, even if it's a small team. Keep in mind that companies that don't look like tech companies can rely heavily on IT, and need skilled work. Everyone wants to work for
Microsoft or Google, but forget that construction companies, marketing companies, and healthcare companies need developers and engineers as much as Google, and they're often overlooked. Consider working in local or state governments or in schools and universities. My career in tech began with my alma mater IT
department, and while it wasn't the fast-paced glitz and glamour of Mountain View, it was a great job and taught me all the skills I needed to survive there. Every city is different, but a job that fits perfectly right in front of you. Do Mock Job Search Home FirstIf you're sure you can't find a job where you are, don't mock the
job search in the city you want to live in. It's easy to say there are a lot of automotive jobs in Detroit because you assume all the car company's headquarters are there. Make sure you find out. Pretend you live there and look for a job. Fire up your favorite work desks and visit the websites of the companies you are
interested in. See what's available and what you're qualified for. Then head over to Glassdoor, Salary.com or PayScale to see how much these jobs actually cost. The unemployment rate is improving, which means that more and more people are actually finding work and... Read moreSee these jobs and ask yourself if
they good for you, and do you think you could land it, considering you'll probably adopt some serious competition. If you move from a small town to a major city or even an industrial center known as one city, competition will increase. You want to be qualified enough to find a well-paid job, jobs are jobs that you can
actually get, and you do enough to survive. Factoring in the cost of living in your new city Looking at jobs in a new city is one thing, but making sure you can actually live comfortably is another. Check the city's cost of living to see if you can find a place to live, buy groceries, or pay for transportation. The cost-of-living
index compares cities directly so you can see how far your dollars are stretching. Expatistan is another useful simple webapp that we have mentioned before. This above mentioned MIT calculator can also help, as can this interactive guide. Remember, just because working in your field costs more in Denver, for example
than Little Rock, doesn't mean that you'll be able to survive in Denver on that wage-even if it looks like a big raise for someone living in Little Rock. Compare the wages you've found with the actual cost of living. This big salary doesn't seem like one when you spend twice as much on rent and groceries. Cost-of-living
calculators can be fuzzy. What exactly does it mean when the cost of living is 13%... Read more These calculators are useful, but they give you a high level, medium view. The city's average rental price can be $1,500/mo, but neighborhoods close to work or safer to live can come closer to $2,000/mo. You need to do



your homework and explore the details to know more. Find out about the areas of the city and where you'd probably want to live. Check house prices and use Google Street View to get around these areas. Check the potential commute to the place where you want to work. After all, many people flock to Silicon
Valley/San Francisco to work in tech, but aren't doing enough to live anywhere near their jobs. When you think about picking up and moving to a new city, you've got a lot of research to do... Read onDo not forget about moving costs, transportation and other relocation costs The movement before you find a job means
that you'll be liable for all the costs, and you won't have to work to cover them. Even if you're confident enough to move before you find work, don't ignore all the extra long-distance costs. Transport your stuff, find a place to live, register your car, switch to your driver's license, get in town, create utilities and so on can
quickly drain your bank account. If you plan to live with savings until you find a job, make sure these savings last a long time. The cross-country move is not only a logistical nightmare, but it wreaks havoc on your nerves. Read more About The Bottom Line: Find a job, then move Most people, it makes sense to find a job
and then move. You've already done a mock job search- consider doing the real thing at home. We assume you already have a job, so you have the flexibility to look around when you have a safety net underneath you. We have a guide to help you get started. If you have a spouse or partner who can support you until
you find a job, or you crash with friends until you land a gig, moving without a job lined up is a recipe for stress and tight finances. Dear Lifehacker, I've always wanted to live in a new city, and I can see your eyes one long way ... Read on Finding work in a city where you don't live can be difficult. You have to travel for
interviews -- sometimes long distances-and do a lot of things vision-invisible. If the company is really interested in you, they can fly you out, or even offer to cover your relocation costs. If they don't, they may require you to move before they renew their job offer. If you plan to look first, you can skip the job boards instead
and target specific companies. Network these companies with people and indicate your interest. If you can create real connections before you even move, you can land the work before dispatching-or at least have a support network there for you when you land. It may be wise to move first if you have big savings, you're
dabbling for a new career, or you want to move anyway. Some people have skills or jobs that are so portable they can go anywhere. People who work on the internet, for example, or highly trained, highly educated professionals. Most people, however, can't just move to a new city and then start their job search. It's
important to check before you jump, and if possible, make sure you land softly when it's time to pack your bags. Whether you're moving to a new side of the city or moving across the country (or further afield), get ... Read more Good luck, Lifehacker: Does a question or suggestion ask Lifehacker? Send it to tips +
asklh@lifehacker.com.Title photo yskii (Shutterstock) and yskii (Shutterstock). Other photos by Brenda Gottsabend, Robert S Donovan, Jackie and Egan Snow. Welcome! Advertising practitioners, LLC. Collects data to provide the best content, services, and personalized digital ads. We work with third-party advertisers
who can use tracking technologies to collect information about your activity on sites and apps both on our sites and online. For more information about your privacy options, see our Privacy Policy. You can submit the data subject's request at any time. Even if you decide that your activity isn't tracked for third-party
advertising services, you'll still see uns personalized ads on our site. By clicking continue below and using our sites or apps, you agree that we and our third-party advertisers transfer your personal data to the United States or other countries and process your personal data to provide personalized ads, depending on your
choices, as described above and in our Privacy Policy. this link is to an external site that may or may not meet accessibility instructions. While it's always more comforting to have the work lined up before making a big move to a new city, it's not always possible. You may be eager to make the move and not want to wait
until the right position comes through, or maybe getting a job from a long distance is not feasible. However, you can still reach somewhat ready for the upcoming job search by exploring your industry's job market in your new city. I live and work in Philadelphia, but I hope to move to New York in the near future. I've
applied to nyc and I've gotten some interviews. Since NYC is a few hours away, I have to take an all day off day from my current job in order to travel for an interview. I have a lot of vacation days to use, but I work for a small nonprofit and I have to get approval from our CEO every time I need free time. She's really noisy
and it's been awkward asking for free time, especially if it's just another casual day in the middle of the week at relatively short notice. How can I handle this without seeing any suspicious? I'd prefer to keep my current job until I line up for something new in NYC. When I first thought about answering my question, I
wanted to answer my standard spiel about not downright lying to your boss, but just doing a bit of truth-concealment. Like a last-minute personal day. Or say you have an appointment. Or- last resort! — family obligation. (This may be technically true, in a long-term way, I think!) I would also try to arrange at least two
conversations on the same day, if at all possible, so you can at least try to double and not waste too much time. The problem here, as you've already discovered, is that your boss is really noisy and it's not going to be a little obvious when someone who generally shows up for work starts taking a lot of random days off.
Which leads me to my advice that you may not love. It's just harder to apply for jobs in another city because you want to move to that city, rather than apply a specific job to another city because it's the perfect job that just happens to be in another city. If the goal is to move, then in fact it should be a goal. In an ideal
world, you'd have a job before you moved. But actually... Gulp... you may not have a job when you move. In fact, if you haven't got a job between when you wrote this question and my answer to it, I suggest you move to New York before you actually try to get a job here. It's just easier to get a job in the city you than the
city where you're trying to move. It's a serious, irrefutable, lame fact about life and jobs. I lived in Philly for a few years before moving to New York, and when I decided I wanted to move to New York, I found it almost impossible to get an interview because I didn't live in New York. (I ended up going to grad school in New
York instead, and then getting a job.) And now that I'm hiring people, I'm saying that all things are equal, someone who lives in New York can prefer someone who doesn't. Why would I want to go through the hassle of hiring someone who probably wouldn't be able to start right away because they have to deal with mobile
cities? I know the idea of moving here without a job is a spicy financial meatball to swallow. So if you're not quite ready, uh, to digest it (or - if we're going to continue using this metaphor that grows more mince second - if you don't have a bottle of Tums handy), then give yourself a schedule - say, six months - and start
saving money on your move. Of course, you can continue to apply for jobs during this time. Who knows, something works out, and then all this advice is completely, happily moot. It's pointless.
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