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When you're starting gardening, it may seem like there's a lot to know and you have a thousand questions. How should you plant your vegetables and what type of soil is best? When should you prune your hydrangeas and divide your hostesses? Does everything have enough sunlight and
water? The good news is that nature is a great teacher. The more garden, the more you'll learn about what works and what doesn't. But for now, use this list of basic gardening tips to find the answers to some of the most common questions beginners have. And don't forget to have fun while
growing your own food and beautiful flowers on your patio! 1. Know your USDA Hardness Zone. Use it as a guide not to plant trees, shrubs, and perennials that won't survive winters in your area. You'll also have a better idea of when to expect your last frost date in the spring to know when
you can plant vegetables, fruits and annuals outdoors in your area. 2. Not sure when to prune? Shrubs with spring flowers, such as lilacs, and large flower climbing roses immediately after the flowers fade. They put their flower shoots in autumn in last year's growth. If you poach them in
autumn or winter, you take the buds off next spring's flowers. 3. Apply only compound rotten manure that has been cured for at least six months to your soil. Fresh manure is too high in nitrogen and can burn plants; may also contain pathogens or parasites. Manure of pigs, dogs and cats
should never be used in gardens or piles of compost because they may contain parasites that can infect humans. 6. Deadheading is a good practice for perennials and annuals. Because the goal of annual plants is to bloom, establish seeds and die, the removal of old flowers tells annual
plants to produce more flowers. The removal of worn flowers also encourages plants to use their energy to grow stronger leaves and roots instead of seed production. Avoid dead-headed plants grown especially for their decorative fruits or pods, such as the money plant (Lunaria). 7. Pay
close attention to the amount of light that different plants need. Grow vegetables in a place that receives at least 8 hours of direct sunlight every day. Most vegetables need full sun to produce the best harvest. If you have some shade, try growing fresh seasonal crops like lettuce, spinach,
rábanos and cabbage. 8. The best approaches to controlling garden desertions are manual deseration and hoeing. Avoid deep hoees or growing that can bring marijuana seeds to the surface of the soil to germinate. Grass and often so that the herbs don't go to the seed. Use mulch to
suffocate and prevent annual herbs. 9. Hostes do not need to be divided unless you want to rejuvenate an old plant or increase the numbers you have, or because you simply prefer the appearance of individual plants. The best times to divide their hostesses are in the spring when new
shoots begin to appear, but before the leaves unfold, or in the at least four weeks before its soil freezes solid. 10. Not all hydrangeas grow in the shade. Panicle hydrangeas (Hydrangea paniculata) need sun for better flowering. Some main honeycomb varieties include 'Limelight', Little Lime,
Vanilla Strawberry and Bombshell. 11. Do not clean everything in your garden in autumn. Leave ornamental herbs for beauty and perennial seed heads like coneflowers to feed birds. Avoid reducing marginally resistant perennials, such as garden mothers, to increase your chances of
surviving a harsh winter. 12. Vegetable gardening tip: The optimum temperature for the ripening of tomatoes is between 68-77 oF. And at 85 oF, it is too hot for plants to produce lycopene and carotene, the pigments responsible for the color of the fruit. Once temperatures drop steadily
below 50 oF, green fruits will not ripen. Tomatoes that have a little color change can be carried inside to finish ripening. 13. Plant bulbs that bloom in spring, such as tulips, fritillaries, ornamental aios and saffron, in autumn before the soil freezes. In general, place the bulb in a hole that is two
to three times the depth of the bulb. While most sturdy bulbs you only need to plant once, and will continue to pop up year after year, keep in mind that hybrid tulips are an exception to this rule. It is best to lift them when they finish flowering and replant new tulip bulbs every fall, or choose
tulips of species that become perennial. 14. Deadhead spent flowers on bulbs that bloom in spring, such as daffodils and hyacinths, so plants send energy to bulbs instead of making seeds. Leave the foliage until it turns brown and can be removed with a gentle pull. The leaves store the
nutrients needed for the bulb to bloom the following year. It is not recommended to braid or tie the leaves because it reduces the amount of light to the leaf surfaces. 15. Fertilizer is not the answer to the cultivation of the best plants; the quality of the soil is. Add organic amendments like
compost and well-aged manure to your soil. The best soil structure is crumb, easy to dig, accepts water easily, and is loose enough to provide oxygen for plant roots. If you choose to use fertilizer, use an organic fertilizer to add nitrogen, phosphate, and potash (the form of potassium plants
you can use). 17. If your rhubarb sends flower stalks, remove them so that the plant focuses on foliage production, not seed production. 18. When transplanting perennials grown with containers, dig a hole to be two wider than the floor ball of the plant to help with rooting. Make sure the
plant is at the same depth in the hole as in the container. Use the same soil you dug out of the hole to fill around your new plant instead of using bagged soil. 19. Mount your deep potato plants under the ground and store the harvested potatoes in complete darkness. Exposure to light
makes the skin of potatoes green, an indication that potato has produced a colorless alkaloid called solanine, a bitter-tasting toxin that, consumed in large quantities, can cause disease. Cut any green part or shoots into the potatoes to avoid the problem. 20. Most garden plants on the
ground grow best with 1 to 2 inches of water per week. If not enough rain falls, water deeply once a week instead of watering lightly every day. Frequent and shallow irrigation only moistens the top layer of the soil and encourages the roots of the plant to move there rather than grow deeper.
21. Don't send your autumn leaves! Cut them and use them as compost ingredients. Sprayed leaves can be left to nourish the lawn. After several hard frosts, when the plants have remained completely inactive, you can also use 3-6 inches of grated leaves as mulch over tender perennials to
keep them dormant during the winter. Remove the mulch in spring. 22. Avoid digging or planting in wet soil; work damages the structure of the soil. Wait until the ground is crumbled and no longer form a ball when you squeeze something in your hand (it doesn't have to be dry) to even or
dig. 23. Understand the drainage of your soil. The roots need oxygen, and if your soil is constantly moist, there are no air pockets for the roots to thrive. Many plants prefer well-drained soil, so amending their soil with organic materials to improve soil quality. 24. Some plants bloom in
response to the length of day. Chrysanthemums, poinsettias, strawberries and others need long nights to produce flowers. If you want strawberries that bloom and produce fruit when temperatures are between 35oF and 85oF, choose a variety labeled neutral day. Is it possible to have a
lush and luxurious garden if your landscaping and scheduling skills leave something to be desired? A harvest of smart books can help you persuade beautiful flowers from your beds, and still have time to stop and smell the roses. I always start the gardening season full of ambition. I sketch
new plans in my graphic paper notebook and make lists of plants to buy. Then I'll buy. This is my favorite part: accumulating my tall cart with young perennials to fill the holes where last year's attempts failed, and lush annuals to distract from this year's inevitable shortcomings. Planting is
also fun; and even crushing that first time, when I'm done, my beds and edges are clean and grass-free, and so full of potential. And then reality strikes. Plants (well, some of them, at least) actually start to grow. But also herbs. And the warm weather brings not only a lawn to mow, and
dandelions to but on weekends full of football and small leagues and birthday parties and opening the city pool and the great pleasure of spending the days doing anything but taking care of the garden. So within a month of that planning-buy-plantation barrage, life is at odds with the
landscape, and I'm frustrated with my imperfect, imperfect plan, irrigation, fed up with weeding, and wishing the lawn was a good patch of gravel. Sound familiar? Anyway, this year I've decided to do things differently. First of all, I'm going to spend the early spring working on our bad excuse
for a lawn (more on that in another post), to get it on the right path earlier than usual. Second, I'm just planting low-maintenance varieties this year. I'm thinking of herbs in pots instead of water-hungry annuals. I'm going to crush better, and before, too, to keep those herbs at bay. And I'm
going to spend some time reviewing books with a very specific theme: easy, time-saving gardening tricks for those who are pressed for time between us, like the ones below. I thought you'd also find inspiration to save time. Happy gardening! Courtesy of Publisher Gardening In Time: 50
Step-by-Step Projects and Inspiring Ideas by Tessa Evelegh, CICO Books; $25. Courtesy of Easy Container Combos Editor: Herbs and Flowers by Pamela Crawford, Color Garden Publishing; $20. Courtesy of Publisher Starter Vegetable Gardens: 24 Fail-Free Plans for Small Organic
Gardens, Storey Publishing; $20. Courtesy of Easy Gardening editor by Miranda Beaufort and Jane Nicholas, Frances Lincoln; $23. Courtesy of Editor The New Low-Maintenance Garden: How to Have a Beautiful, Productive Garden and the time to Enjoy it by Valerie Easton, Timber Press;
$20. Courtesy of Publisher 50 High-Impact, Low-Care Garden Plants by Tracy DiSabato-Aust, Timber Press; $20. Courtesy of editor How to cheat in gardening: Shameless tricks to grow radically simple flowers, vegetables, lawns, landscaping and more by Jeff Bredenberg, Rodale Books;
$19. This content is created and maintained by a third party and imported on this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find more information about this content and similar content in piano.io piano.io
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