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A job interview is the gateway to getting a job, so you should prepare for the possibility of receiving an interview question that you don't know how to answer. This can even happen to people who have done thorough research on a potential employer and have extensive experience in the
occupation for which they are being considered. The typical advice is to prepare for difficult questions, but going through a long list of questions and practicing how to answer each does not prevent you from feeling perplexed by a difficult question. There are several options available to you:
admit that you don't know the answer and move on to the next question, offer an answer that seems related to the question, or ask a probing question and see if your interviewers will throw you a bone. Along the way, an interview question can produce a visceral answer, like a bad taste in
the mouth, and you won't get a good answer. If an interviewer asks which company you would ideally work for, you could fall into a trap. Rachel Zupek of Career Builder writes that you should never say you would choose any company other than the one you're interviewing in. Bring the
focus back to this particular job. Say | love the opportunities currently available in your organization, and | look forward to sharing the special assets | can bring to this job. To decline the question, try If it's okay with you, I'd like to move on to the next question. Trying to answer a question is a
risk to take if you don't want to lose points on the interview rating sheet. If you get a question why you were fired, answer that you were never sure of the reason, but you always did your best. If you have a technical question that gets in your way, be honest. Say | don't know the technical
answer, but | would talk to the people in my department to get that information. Let me tell you about a similar problem | solved in my last job. Talking about a related problem can earn points for technical expertise. Your employer could ask questions that don't have a correct answer. In this
case, your answer is just a chance for the employer to assess your personality. You may be asked something that seems unrelated, like Tell me what superhero you would like to be and why. Could you come in with full force in your response, or could you first say something like What kind
of superheroes would fit better here in your company? or What was the most popular answer? If you discuss your favorite superhero, be sure to connect the character to what you can offer the organization. Or, take the opportunity to share winning aspects of yourself, such as being a
comedian or standing out in the of steep rocks. About Author Audra Bianca has been writing professionally since 2007, with her work covering a variety of subjects and appearing on various websites. Your favorite favorite to write are small business owners and job seekers. He holds a
bachelor's degree in History and a Master's degree in Public Administration from a Florida public university. As excited as you may be for the big job interview coming up, you're probably nervous too—and we all know it's hard to look at and sound awesome when your heart is beating and
your brain is going into fight-or-flight mode. But don't be afraid, because a simple preparation makes a difference. When you enter feeling more confident, you may even find yourself enjoying the conversation. These are some of the most common interview questions for which you will need
to be prepared. They are also some of the most complicated to answer. Interview Question 1: Tell me about yourself. Interviewers usually take with this, and even though it should be the easiest answer of all, sometimes it's the hardest. Your mind begins to flip through endless files of
information, trying to pick out some relevant facts. Is the interviewer looking for a direct and meaningless answer? Are they looking for something that will impress them? Do they really want to know about your passion for artisancheeses, or should you save it for the second interview? How
NOT to answer: Well, my enneagram/myers-briggs type/star sign number is . . . I'm the seventh of nine children... | grew up in Tulsa and i go back there occasionally for a vacation... I'm a bit of a night owl. | seem to be stating the obvious, but you'd be surprised how many people take a
blank in the interview and start reciting your autobiography. There is nothing wrong with giving personal details, but at this stage of the game they must connect to work somehow. (Of course, if the interviewer asks about your family or hobbies, this is different.) How to answer: Here's the
deal —the hiring manager is trying to get a point not only of who you are as a person, but how genuinely passionate you are about that role. Keep it relevant and let your passion for your field pass. Ready to find your dream job? Let's show you how. Get ready for that question by thinking
about how you got where you are today—what led you to follow this career field and this job? Why does this job matter to you? Consider structuring your answer a bit like this: I've loved __ for as long as | can remember. | really wanted to keep developing my skills in this area, which | did
by . This eventually led to opportunities to make , and Now | want to bring these experiences and knowledge to this company, so | can help as many people as possible. Obviously, that's going to change to fit your story. But as a general rule, try to include details about
your past experience in the field and connect it because you do what you do now and where you want to go from here. Interview Interview 2. Why did you leave your last job/ Why do you want to leave your current job? This is one of the most common interview questions (and one of the




most likely to stumble candidates). The best practice here is to be honest, but don't go into all the horrible details (unless you're asked for more information). If you left for a reason easily explained how your job was a seasonal position or your family needed to move, great! If it was a more
complicated situation, there are some who do and don't. How not to answer: You wouldn't believe how terrible my last boss was. My colleagues were petty and talked about me behind my back. | always had to work late and on weekends, and | got tired of it. My manager yelled at me if | was
only five minutes late for work. They really didn't know what they were doing as a company. | never got a chance to lead a meeting. Or a project. Or anything. All of this can be a real reason why you left your job (or were asked to leave). | want you to be honest, but you also have to be
careful with the tone and writing of your answer. You should never sound like you're complaining, complaining, or speaking ill of your former boss or colleagues, even if they've made your life miserable. Even if you've been fired, there's a better way to approach the issue. How to respond:
The most important thing for the interviewer to know is that no matter what happened, you have learned and grown from it and are actively working to improve change. Try to frame the real reason for coming out within positive statements, explaining what you've learned and how you plan to
use this information in the future. For example, if you left because of a bad work environment, you could say something like: | work better in a company culture where everyone is supportive and honest, and unfortunately | realized that there were some bigger problems within the company
that didn't align with my values. But I'm grateful for the experience and i've learned that a healthy company culture is a crucial part of the job search for me. If you were dismissed, you could say something like: | was excited to try a new line of work and thought it would be a good fit for it
because of my skillsin _ and my past experience of . But when | started the job, | found that | had misunderstood the work requirements and there should have been more communication on the front about the skill level required for this particular job. My manager and | agreed that |
was not a good fit, but in the meantime, | have been working on my own communication skills and improving my craft in other areas by doing . Regardless of the situation, remember to enter a humility and positivity. And never lie about your experiences —for the hiring manager, the
truth is just a phone call away. Interview Question 3: What is your greatest weakness/strength? weakness/strength? comes the embarrassing part where you can feel like you're throwing yourself under the bus or shouting your own praises from the rooftops. With the right approach and the
writing, you don't have to do any of those things. Just like the question why you left your job, it's best to be honest and show how you're working to overcome weakness (but there's no need to unpack any emotional baggage). For strength, be modest, but know the value of your skills. How
not to answer: | really have no weakness. | was better at research than anyone in my last company. | get angry when people don't get things right the first time. | have time management issues and | always stay behind. I'm a perfectionist. How to answer: When talking about strengths, try not
to give generic answers. Everyone will say they are workers and like to do a good job. Instead, find the personal traits and skills gained from the experience that set you apart and make you a valuable asset to the company. Keep the job description in mind for this answer, and try to
highlight the strengths you really have to match what they are looking for. Instead of simply naming the force, consider giving an example of a time when you used it in action or a person who pointed that force at you. For example, you could say something like: My former leader told me he
didn't know what the team would do without my communication skills and ability to solve problems in difficult situations. In fact, even though | wasn't in a leadership role, he asked me to lead several projects for him. So you come up with humble and confident! When talking about
weaknesses, show that you are self-conscious enough to know where your problem areas are. Then explain how you deal with this weakness and how you are working to improve. For example: I'm not great with details. I'm a great thinker and I'm all about action, and that's why | sometimes
shine on the small but important things. | have struggled to ask more specific questions and make sure | have all the information before entering a project that | am excited about. Interview Question 4. What salary do you expect to earn? Talking about salary is never really comfortable. No
one wants to sell themselves short, but sometimes people are also afraid to name a number that seems ridiculously loud to the interviewer. Some companies may require you to give an exact number or at least an expectation of salary range, so be prepared with some numbers just in case.
If they don't, however, you don't have to name a number. This can automatically limit the number you quoted, when the company may be prepared to pay more. Make your on job search sites like Indeed or Glassdoor to find out what the market value is for that position. Position. when
asked, say something like My expectation is that | would be paid the market value. Interview Question 5: Of all the candidates, why do you think you should get the job? When it comes to this common interview question, you have to be ready to justify why you are a great fit for the company
instead of just listing strengths. It can be intimidating to think of all the other people who are applying for this position and how you may or may not measure yourself to them. Instead of focusing on comparison, focus on what you bring to the table and what kind of value it would create for the
company. HOW NOt L0 @NSWET: @ . . . . . .ottt e et e e e e e e e e e e | have a lot of experience. I'm on time. | learn fast. | know you'd do a better job than anyone. You don't want to repeat the list of strengths you told the
interviewer earlier, and you also don't want to say something that all other candidates will say —even if it's true. There may be over a thousand people applying for this job who are just as punctual as you are. What makes you different? How to respond: Your strengths can definitely be part
of your answer, but they shouldn't be your entire answer. Think of all the checkpoints you'd look for if you were the hiring manager. Is this person a good fit with the company's culture? Do they have a competitive level of experience? Do they care about our mission? Do they go further in
their work? Then find a way to play briefly at all these points. Your answer should sum up your passion for the company, how your unique combination of skills and strengths would bring value, how your previous work matched you for this, and any important achievements you've had in your
area that would set you apart from other candidates. Include any other significant details that show that you are personally invested in this role. This is your time to be bold! Remember, it's important to include specific examples to back up what you say. The interviewer doesn't just want to
hear information about you; they want to know why this information makes you the best person for the job. Questions you should never ask in your interview The interviewer won't be the only one asking questions in your interview! Any good hiring manager will ask you if you have any
guestions, and you should be prepared to ask some. There are some questions, however, that send the wrong message to your interviewer and can seriously hurt your chances of moving forward in the hiring process. Here are some examples: How much sickness/vacation time would |
have? If | get all my hours, can my schedule be flexible? Do you check your employees' social media accounts? What's the policy if I'm late? So what company does, exactly? When could | be promoted from this position? How often do you give increases to your Do you test drugs on all
your employees? How many warnings do you give before you fire someone? | hope | don't have to explain why these aren't great questions. Just use common sense and don't ask questions about salary, benefits or anything that makes you sound like a convicted fugitive, and you'll be fine!
Appropriate questions to ask the interviewer: What types of people are successful here? How will my performance be measured, and how often can | expect feedback about my work? Do any team members work remotely? (Depending on the position, you may want to wait until the second
or third interview to ask this.) How is the company culture and can you give me some examples of how this happens in a typical work week? Does this company offer employees any chance to do additional training or professional development? Questions like these show that you are eager
to learn and excited about the opportunity. If you need more tips to stand out in the hiring process, check out my Get Hired Digital Course. It is an online video course filled with 11 lessons to give you the tools and strategy you need to get noticed and get closer to your dream job. Work.
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