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This collection consists of ten drafts of a screenplay for a Malcolm X film written between 1968 and 1975. Three of the scripts were written by James Baldwin with a fourth text by Baldwin and Arnold Pearl. Two additional scripts were written by Arnold Pearl, two by Joseph A. Walker, and one by Hakim A. Jamal and Calder Inglem. These scripts are mostly
photocopies, but many contain handwritten edits and revisions, including two Baldwin manuscripts. Most have dates. Arranged first alphabetically by author, then chronologically. Malcolm Xinterbank theatrical staging of the poster directed by Speke LeeProduced by Marvin Worth Lee screenplay by Arnold Pearl Spike Lee based on Malcolm Xby's
Autobiographer Malcolm XZales Hellering Denester Washington Angela Bassett Albert Hall Freeman Jr. Delroy Lindo Spike Lee Music byLothing BlanchardSlenamatography Ernest DickersonEd byBarry Alexander BrownProduction 40 Acres and Mule FilmworksSpots by Warner Bros(USA)Largo International (international) Release Date November 18, 1992
(1992-1992) 11-18) Running Time201 minutes[1]CountryUnited StatesLanguageEnglget $35 million$[2]Box office$55.9 million (est.) Malcolm X (sometimes stylized as X) is an American epic biographical drama film about African-American activist Malm X. Directed and co-written by Spike Lee Film stars Denzel Washington as director Angela Bassett, Albert
Hall, Albert Hall, Al Freeman Jr. and Deloitte Lindo. Lee has a supporting role, while Black Panther Party co-founder Bobby Seal, the Rev. Al Sharpton and South Africa's future president Nelson Mandela make cameo appearances. This is the second of four film collaborations between Washington and Lee. The film dramatizes key events in Malcolm X's life:
his criminal career, his resettlement in prison, his conversion to Islam, his ministry as a member of the Nation of Islam, and his later fall with the organization, his marriage to Betty H, his worship of Mecca and a reassessment of his views on white supremacists and his murder on February 21, 1965. - including his father's death, his mother's mental illness and
his experiences with racism are dramatized in retrospect. The script by Malcolm X, co-written by Lee and Arnold Pearl, is largely based on Alex Haley's 1965 book, Malcolm H. Haley's Autobiography collaborated with Malcolm X on the book, beginning in 1963 and ending after the death of Malcolm X. Malcolm X was distributed by Warner Bros. and was
released on November 18, 1992. Denzel Washington won the New York Film Critic Award for Best Actor and was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Actor. In 2010, the film was selected for preservation in the U.S. National Film Registry by the Library of Congress as culturally, historically or aesthetically significant. Malcolm Little was raised in a poor
family in rural Michigan by his Caribbean father and African-American father. When Malcolm was a little boy, their house was burned down and his father, a black rights activist, was killed by the head of the Black Legion. His death was recorded as a suicide and the family received no compensation. The mental state of Malcolm's mother deteriorated and she
was admitted to a psychiatric hospital. Malcolm and his brothers are under protection. Malcolm performed well at school and dreamed of being a lawyer, but was discouraged by his teacher because of the color of his skin. In 1944, Malcolm, now a teenager, lived in Boston. One night he attracted the attention of white Sofia, and the two began to encounter
meetings. Malcolm's traveling to Harlem with Sophia. In a bar, he meets West Indian Archie, a gangster who runs a local number game. The two became friends and began working with an illegal number of missiles. One night at a club, Malcolm claims to have bet on a winning figure; Archie disputes this by denying him a large sum of money. A conflict arose
between the two and Malcolm returned to Boston after an attempt at his life. Malcolm, Sophia, Malcolm Shorty's friend and a woman named Peg decided to commit robberies to make money. By 1946, the group had accumulated a large amount of theft. However, they were later arrested. The two girls were sentenced to two years as the first offenders in
connection with the robberies, while Malcolm and Shorty were sentenced to eight to 10 years in prison. While in prison, Malcolm met Baines, a member of the People of Islam, who directed him to the teachings of the group's leader, Elijah Muhammad. Malcolm became interested in the Muslim religion and lifestyle promoted by the group, and began to resent
white people for mistreating their race. Malcolm was released from prison in 1952 after six years and traveled to Islam's headquarters in Chicago. There, he met Muhammad, who instructed Malcolm to replace his surname Little with X, which is a symbol of the lost African surname that was taken from him by white people; He was re-elected as Malcolm H.
Malcolm returned to Harlem and began preaching the nation's message. Over time, his speeches gathered large crowds of spectators. Malcolm offers ideas like African-American separation from white Americans. In 1958, Malcolm met sister Betty Sanders. The two began dating, quickly married and became the parents of four daughters. A few years later,
Malcolm was in a higher position as speaker of the Nation of Islam. During this time, Malcolm learned that Muhammad was the father of many children of marriage contrary to his teachings and Islam. After U.S. President John F. Kennedy was assassinated in November 1963, Malcolm commented that the killing was a product of the prevailing white
supremacy. America since its founding, comparing killings to hens, has come home to spin. That statement damaged Malcolm's reputation, and Muhammad stopped him from speaking to the press or in temples for 90 days. In early 1964, Malcolm went on a pilgrimage to Mecca, where he discovered that Muslims came from all races, including whites.
Malcolm, who lost his faith in the Islamic Nation, publicly announced that he had founded the Organization of African-American Unity, which teaches tolerance instead of racial separation. He was exiled from the nation of Islam, and his house was on fire in early 1965. On February 21, 1965, Malcolm prepared to speak to an audience at the Audubon Ballroom
in Harlem before being shot several times by students of the People of Islam. One of the shooters, Thomas Hagan, was shot in the leg by one of Malcolm's bodyguards and beaten by a furious mob. Malcolm was transported to hospital but pronounced dead on arrival. The film ends with a series of videos showing after Malcolm's death. Martin Luther King Jr.
delivered a speech to Malcolm, and Ossie Davis recited a speech at Malcolm's funeral. Nelson Mandela delivers a speech at school, citing an excerpt from Malcolm's speeches. Lead actor Denzel Washington as Malcolm X (formerly Malcolm Little). The chief and cytocratic character, a former petty criminal and convict who underwent a spiritual
transformation while in prison, joining the Nation of Islam and quickly rose through his ranks as a minister and activist for African-Americans. Angela Bassett as Betty Shabazz. Her sister Noah, who later married Malcolm. The real Betty Shabazz served as an adviser to the production. Albert Hall as Baines, convicted mentors Malcolm and turned him into
Islam. Al Freeman, Jr. as Elijah Muhammad. The charismatic leader of Islam. Delroy Lindo as West Indian Archie. A Harlem gangster who leads a local number game and takes a young Malcolm under his wing. Spike Lee is shorts. The two separated after they were imprisoned, but later reunited in Malcolm's activism. Teresa Randall as Laura. A young
woman with which Malcolm had a weighed romantic relationship, and later passed in sofia's favor. She was last seen after his release, walking the streets as a prostitute. Kate Vernon as Sophia. A young Caucasian woman Malcolm met at a Boston nightclub and quickly became his lover and partner in the crime. She was caught with him for her crimes, and
sentenced to two years in prison, later to marry a white man and become a housewife. Supporting actor Ernest Lee Thomas as Sydney, a member of the fruit of Islam and a relative of Elijah Muhammad, appointed to defend Malcolm. He was later ordered to kill Malcolm, but he couldn't kill himself, and of its region. Christopher Plummer as Priest Gill, the
racist and selfless priest in Malcolm Prison. Lonette McKee in Lewis Little. Malcolm's mother, conceived by her father by her black mother. She was forcibly separated from her children after her husband's murder and later in a psychiatric ward. Tommy Hollis is Earl Little. Malcolm's father, the reverend and vocal activist who was killed by the Black Legion in
revenge for his activism. Giancarlo Esposito is Talmage Heyer, a member of the Nol who was part of the group of five that killed Malcolm. He is the only member of the group to have been caught after being shot in the leg by security. Wendell Pierce as Ben Thomas, a member of the homicide team who led the plot. Thomas L. Thomas, a member of the
assassination team who helped Heyer shoot Malcolm with guns. Leland Gant as Wilbur McKinley, a member of the assassination team who distracts from luring Malcolm's guards. Michael Guess as William Bradley, a member of the analyte team who shoots Malcolm with a shotgun. Roger Guenveur Smith, including Rudy, a criminal who helped Malcolm in
the robberies. James McDaniel as brother Earl White White as Brother Johnson Veronica Webb as Sister Lucille-Jean-Claude La Maree in 2X, an aide to Malcolm. Debbie Mazar as Peg. Sophia's girlfriend and partner in the crime. Karen Allen as Miss Dunn, a social worker who forced Malcolm to separate from her mother. Peter Boyle as New Yorker Green
David Patrick Kelly as Mr. Ostronsky, an elementary school teacher. L. Duke as Pete Larry McCoy, as Sammy Joe Seneka, as Totter LaThanya Richardson, as Loren Shirley Stoder as Mrs. Sverlin Craig Wisson, in which she hosts a talk show that interviews Malcolm. Mary Alice as a teacher in Harlem. Walter Emmanuel Jones as a barbershop customer.
Billy Mitchell as a member of the Black Legion who attacks the little family. Beatrice Winde as an elderly woman who encourages Malcolm before the last speech. Political activists Bobby Seal and Al Sharpton make cayo look like a pair of street preachers. Civil rights lawyer William Kunstler appeared as a judge sentenced Malcolm and Shorty to prison.
South Africa's future president, Nelson Mandela, appeared as a teacher at Soweto School, giving a lecture on X. Spike Lee regular Nicholas Tururo had a secondary role as a Boston police officer. Michael Priperoli has a brief appearance as a reporter. Film director John Sayles is an FBI agent who oversees Malcolm. Then Washington's eight-year-old son,
John David Washington, was a student at Harlem Elementary School. John David will later go on to star in Lee's 2018 film Aussie Davis gives a voice over the film's closing sequence as he read the speech he had At the funeral of the real Malcolm. It's a great story, a great American story, and it reflects our society in so many ways. Here's a man who
essentially leads so many lives. He got out of the ditch. From the village son, he's got a half-bully. From there, he went to prison, where he became a Muslim. Then he was a spiritual leader who became a humanitarian, the producer Marvin Worth on his 25-year attempt to make a film about the life of Malcolm X.[3] Producer Marvin Worth acquired the rights to
Malcolm X's Autobiography in 1967. Worth was fifteen at the time, spending time around jazz clubs in the area. As Worth recalled: He was selling weed. He was 16 or 17, but he looked older. He was very witty, funny and had extraordinary charisma. He's a great dancer and a great sclera. He was very good-looking, very tall. Girls always notice it. The room
was quite small and quite small. [4] At the beginning of the production, there were difficulties in telling the whole story, partly because of the unresolved issues surrounding the murder of Malcolm X. In 1971, Worth made a well-received documentary Malcolm X, which received an Oscar nomination in this category. The project remained unrealized. However,
several major artists have been linked to him at various times, including Richard Prior, Eddie Murphy and director Sidney Lumet. [4] A screenplay in 1968, Worth commissioned a screenplay by the novelist James Baldwin, who later joined the late Arnold Pearl, a screenwriter who was a victim of the McCarthy-era blacklist. [5] However, the scenario is evolving
more than expected. Pearl died in 1971. [4] Baldwin developed his work on the script in the 1972 book One Day | Was Lost: A Script based on Malcolm X's autobiography. Baldwin died in 1987. [4] [7] After Spike Lee took over as director, he rewrote baldwin-perl's script. Because of the audit, the Baldwin family asked the producer to take his name off the
credits. So Malcolm X credited only Pearl and Lee as writers and Malcolm X and Alex Haley as authors of Malcolm H. The colorful contradiction was the condemnation of Malcolm X's whiteness before he got on with his haji. He may not have been considered good among white citizens in general; however, he has risen to become a hero in the African-
American community and a symbol of especially during the presidencies of Ronald Reagan and George H. W. Bush. In the three years before the film premiered, sales of Malcolm X's autobiography had increased by 300 per cent, and four of his books had a ninefold increase in sales between 1986 and 1991. [7] After Warner Bros. agreed to the project, they
initially asked canadian film director Norman Jurison to direct the film. Jewison, director of the civil rights film In the Heat of the Night, managed to bring Denzel Washington to the project to play Malcolm X. Jewison and Washington previously worked together in the film A Soldier's Story. A protest erupted that a white director was meant to make the film. [7]
Spike Lee was one of the main critics; from college, he thought of a film adaptation of Malcolm X's Autobiography as a dream project. Lee and others felt it was appropriate for only one black man to lead Malcolm H.[8] After the public confronted Judison, Worth came to the conclusion that at this point he needs a black director. It was insurmountable in the
other direction... There's a serious responsibility here. Jurison left the project, although he noted that he gave up the film not because of the protest, but because he couldn't reconcile Malcolm's private and public life and wasn't satisfied with Charles Fuller's script. Lee reaffirmed Jurison's position, saying: ‘If Norman really thought he could do it, he would really
fight me. But he bowed with grace. Judison and Denzel Washington will reunite a few years later for the hurricane, in which Washington played jailed boxer Rubin Hurricane Carter, who spent nearly twenty years in prison for a murder he claimed he did not commit before his conviction was overturned in 1985. Soon Spike Lee was named after the director and
made significant changes to the script. I'm directing this movie and rewriting the script, and I'm an artist, and there are no two ways: this Film about Malcolm X will be my vision of Malcolm X. everyone, that's the Malcolm | see. I've done the research, I've spoken to the people who were there. [7] His concerns about malcolm X's performance shortly after Spike
Lee's announcement and before his release Malcolm X received criticism from black nationalists and Members of the United Front to preserve the legacy of Malcolm X, led by the poet and playwright Amiri Barca, who worried about Lee playing Malcolm H. A protest in Harlem drew more than 200 people. [7] [9] Some base their views on negligence on Lee's
previous films; others worry that he will focus on the life of Malcolm X before converting to Islam. [7] [9] [10] Baraka bluntly accused Spike Lee of being Buppi, declaring: We will not allow Malcolm X to be ruined to make the negroes in the middle easier, forcing others to write the director and warn him not to mess up Malcolm's life. [7] Some, including Lee
himself, note the irony that many of the arguments they made against him reflect those made against Norman Jurison. [9] Turning back to the experience of making the film and the pressure he faced to create an accurate film, Lee jokingly stated in the audio commentary on the DVD that when the film was released, he and Denzel had their passports at hand
in case they had to leave the country. [11] Concerns about the role of Malcolm X Washington agreed to play Malcolm X, while Norman Jurison was scheduled to direct the film. Still, Lee said he never imagined any actor other than Washington in his role. Lee, who worked with Washington on Better Blues (1990), cites Washington's performance as Malcolm X
in Off Broadway as superb. However, it has been noted that Washington is shorter and has a darker complexion than the real Malcolm X, who stood 6'4 and has significantly reddish hair and a lighter complexion. The Ship Lee budget problem is also struggling to provide a sufficient budget. Lee told Warner Bros. and the bond that the budget of more than $30
million was needed; the studio disagreed and offered a lower amount. After advice from fellow director Francis Ford Coppola, Lee gets the film company pregnant: taking the film far enough into actual production to try to force the studio to increase the budget. [8] The film, originally with a budget of $28 million, climbed to nearly $33 million. Lee brought in $2
million of his $3 million salary. The contracting company, which took financial control in January 1992, refused to approve additional costs; In addition, the studio and bond company instructed Lee that the film could be no more than two hours, fifteen minutes in length. [10] The resulting conflict caused the project to be halted in post-production. [8] The film
was saved from the financial intervention of prominent black Americans, some of whom appeared in the film: Bill Cosby, Oprah Winfrey, Michael Jordan, Magic Johnson, Janet Jackson, The Prince, Tracy Chapman and Peggy Cooper Caffertz, founder of Duke Ellington Art. Their donations are made as donations; as Lee notes: It's not a loan. They don't invest
in the movie. These are black people with money who came to save the movie. As a result, this movie will be my version. It's not the company's version, it's not Warner Brothers. I'm going to make the movie the way it should be, and it's going to be over three hours. The actions of such prominent members of the African-American community, who give their
money, help complete the project as Lee envisions it. [7] [8] Request for Black Interviewers Do What Everyone Does dictate who they want to do interviews with. Tom Cruise, Robert Redford, whoever it is. Now | get a lot of requests for interviews, and | want African-Americans to interview me. [. . .] Spike Lee didn't say he only wanted black journalists to
interview him. What I'm doing is using anything to get qualified African-Americans. The real crime is that white publications don't have black writers, that's the crime. Spike Lee explained his request for black interviewers[13] A month before the film, Lee asked the media to send black journalists to interview him. The request proved controversial. While it is
common practice for celebrities to choose interviewers who have been sympathetic to them, this was the first time in many years that race has been used as a qualification. Lee clarified that he didn't stop interviewing white supremacists, but that, according to the film's theme, black writers have more insights into Malcolm than white writers. [13] The request
was rejected by the Los Angeles Times, but several others agreed, including the premiere, Vogue, Interview and Rolling Stone. The Los Angeles Times explained that they did not give the writer's approval. Premiere's editor noted that the request created internal discussions that led to changes in the magazine: If we had a history of putting a lot of black
writers on stories about the film industry, we would be in a stronger position. But we didn't. It was an interesting challenge he put in. This has caused some personnel changes. We hired a black writer and a black editor. [13] The filming of Malcolm X's widow, Dr. Betty Shabazz, served as the film's consultant. [9] The fruit of Islam, the defensive ordination of



Islam, provides security for the film. [12] When Denzel Washington took on the role of Malcolm X in the game, When the Chickens returned home to a rooster dealing with the relationship between Malcolm X and Elijah Muhammad, he admitted that he knew nothing about Malcolm X and had not yet read Malcolm H. Washington's Autobiography, drafted by
and for Malcolm X, and passed hours of tape and film footage of the speeches. The play opened in 1981 and earned Washington a warm review by Frank Rich, who at the time was chief theater critic for The New York Times. After he was in the film, he interviewed people who knew Malcolm X, including Betty Shabazz and two of his brothers. Although they
had different upbringings, Washington tried to focus on what he had to do with his character: Washington was close to the age of Malcolm X when he was killed, both men were from large families, both were employees, and both were raised mostly by their mothers. [12] Malcolm X was the first non-documentary film, and the first a film, to be allowed to shoot
in Mecca (or in The City, other people are not allowed to shoot in Mecca because non-Muslims, like Lee, are not allowed. Lee struggled very hard to capture the pictures in Mecca, but Warner Bros. initially refused to apply the money for the shooting at the location. Lee received money and permission for the photos in Mecca. In addition to Nelson Mandela,
the film features Christopher Plummer's Compirion (as a Catholic priest in prison), Peter Boyle (as a police officer), William Kunstler (as a judge), as well as activists Al Sharpton and Black Panther Party co-founder Bobby Seal (as street preacher). [15] The film was made shortly after Mandela's 1990 release from prison and during negotiations to end
apartheid in South Africa. Lee explains that he made the connection between The Soto and Harlem, Nelson and Malcolm, and what Malcolm was talking about: the pan-African, trying to build these bridges between people of color. He's alive in the kids in the classrooms in Harlem, in the classrooms in Vanity. Mandela finished the film with a quote from
Malcolm X himself, with Malcolm saying the last four words in a clip. The quote reads: We declare that on this earth we are right to be human, to be respected as a human being, to be given the rights of a human being, in this society, on this earth, in our day, which we intend to bring to existence by any means. Musical Main Article: Malcolm X (Soundtrack)
The edition is Malcolm X's outdoor video, The Movie As History, discussion panel at the American University School of Communications, March 1, 1993 C-SPAN Malcolm X was released in North America on November 18, 1992. The film was released in 1993 abroad between February and March in Europe. At the U.S. and Canadian box office, the film was
worth $9.9 million at the start of the weekend, finishing third behind Home Alone 2: Lost in New York ($30 million) and Bram Thoker Dracula ($15 million). According to Box Office Mojo, the film finished its homework with a total of $48,169,910. [17] Due to budget problems and promotion costs, Warner Bros. claims that the film lost more than $30 million in
1992. [18] When the United Kingdom was launched in 1993, it allocated 2,140,598 pounds [19] ($3,209,292). [20] In 2016, British re-premieres sold 136 tickets in 2016 and 172 tickets in 2017,[21] which is equivalent to an estimated gross revenue of around £2,300[22] ($3,100). This is due to around 2,142,898 pounds ($3,212,392) in the UK. In France, the
film sold 594,984 tickets,[23], representing approximately EUR 2 677 430. [24] In Germany, it sold 127,306 tickets,[23] equivalent to an estimated gross revenue of approximately EUR 496 493. [24] In Spain, it sold 133,798 tickets,[16] the equivalent of gross revenues of approximately EUR 374 634. [24] The estimated gross revenues of the film in France,
Germany and Spain amount to approximately EUR 3 548 557 ($4 320 959). [25] In South Korea, it sold 28,159 tickets in the capital Seoul,[26] which equates to an estimated gross revenue of approximately 140,800,000 ($175,415). [28] That's approximately $55,878,673. Critical reception Critic Roger Ebert ranked the film No.1 on his list in the Top 10 in
1992 and described the film as one of the biggest on-screen biographies, celebrating the sinking of an American life that ended up in prison before heroin reinvented itself. [29] Ebert and Martin Scorsese, who sat later in the cinema, Gene Sieskel, ranked Malcolm X among the top 10 films of the 1990s. [30] Denzel Washington's image of Malcolm X was
widely praised and nominated for an Academy Award for Best Actor. Washington lost to Al Pacino (Scent of a Woman), a decision Lee criticized, saying I'm not the only one who think Denzel was robbed of it. [31] Washington won the Silver Bear for best actor at the 43rd Berlin Film Festival. [32] The film received a number of awards at other festivals. [33]
On review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes, the film has an approval rating of 88% based on 57 reviews, with an average rating of 7.5/10. The critics' consensus reads: Anchored by a powerful performance by Denzel Washington, Spike Lee's biopic of the legendary civil rights leader brings to life his autobiography with an epic swipling and nuanced message.
[34] The Metacritic film has a weighted average score of 72 out of 100, based on 9 critics, which shows usually favorable reviews. [35] Audiences surveyed by CinemaScore gave the film an average A rating on the A+ to F. [36] Recognition in 2010. [37] [38] The film was recognized by the American Film Institute on these lists: 2003: 100 years of AFI... 100
Heroes and Villains: Malcolm X (Malcolm Little) - Nominated Hero 2005: 100 Years of AFI... 100 movie quotes: Malcolm X: We didn't land on Plymouth Rock - Plymouth Rock landed on us! — Nominated[40] 2006: 100 years of AFI... 100 Cheers — Nominated[41] 2008: 10 AFI Top 10: Nominated Epic Film[42] See also civil rights movement in popular culture
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