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Elementary School Calendar Fast Links Home&gt;Spruce Mountain Primary School Spruce Mountain Primary SchoolKyle Richards2020-10-27T14:07:28-04:00 LIVERMORE FALLS - Superintendent Scott Albert emailed sunday night informing all staff members, students and families of a newly diagnosed COVID-19 case in Regional
School Unit 73. A staff member was found positive with COVID-19. This staffer works at Spruce Mountain High School and has connections throughout the district, Albert wrote. All staff and students with whom this staff member had close contact were contacted. This person of the staff will follow cdc guidelines and return to school only
after those guidelines have been complied with. For an abundance of caution, RSU 73 will become completely remote until at least Tuesday, December 15, Albert wrote. RSU 73 schools include Spruce Mountain Primary School in Livermore and Spruce Mountain Elementary, Middle and High Schools in Jay. We hope to be able to return
to the hybrid model on Tuesday, December 15th. All non-remote teachers will need three days to prepare to go completely far, he continued. Classes will start on Thursday, December 10th for all remote learning. To be prepared, parents and students must check their teacher's Google Classroom before Thursday. If we receive further
updates from the Maine CDC (Center for Disease Control &amp; Prevention), we will share them with you, Albert wrote. If we need to be out for remote learning longer, you will also be contacted. LIVERMORE FALLS — Superintendent Scott Albert sent an email Sunday evening, December 6, informing all staff members, students, and
families of a newly diagnosed COVID-19 case in Regional School Unit 73. A staff member was found positive with COVID-19. This staffer works at Spruce Mountain High School and has connections throughout the district, Albert wrote. All staff and students with whom this staff member had close contact were contacted. This person of
the staff will follow cdc guidelines and return to school only after those guidelines have been complied with. For an abundance of caution, RSU 73 will become completely remote until at least Tuesday, December 15, Albert wrote. RSU 73 schools include Mountain Primary School in Livermore and Spruce Mountain Elementary, Middle and
High Schools in Jay. We hope to be able to return to the hybrid model on Tuesday, December 15th. All non-remote teachers will need three days to prepare to go completely far, he continued. Lessons will start Thursday, December 10th, for all remote learning. To be prepared, parents and students must check their teacher's Google
Classroom before Thursday. If we receive further updates from the Maine CDC (Center for Disease Control &amp; Prevention), we will share them with you, Albert wrote. If we need to be out for remote learning longer, you will also be contacted. On Friday, the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention reported a COVID-19
outbreak at Spruce Mountain Elementary School. When someone hears the word epidemic, it's very easy to panic, please try not to, Superintendent Scott Albert wrote Friday to staff, students and families. The definition of an outbreak in this case is three or more positive cases of COVID-19 over a 14-day period. There were three cases
at school, with two students already back at school after following CDC protocols, he wrote. These cases are unrelated, Albert continued. These cases are not school broadcasts. All came from the homes of individuals. A CDC epidemic coordinator from Maine is working with the district. Right now the only recommendation we've been
given is that we inform our RSU 73 family, Albert wrote. We wanted you to be aware of the situation before it was broadcast publicly, because that makes people panic. As cases increase in our community, they can also increase in our schools. Our nurses and the rest of our staff are working diligently to make sure the transmission is little
or no while they are at school. We will continue to keep you updated. Albert shared the following ways individuals could help: monitor yourself/your student looking for signs and symptoms; call a healthcare professional if symptoms begin; call a health facility before going there; and stay home if sick. Covid-19 is a virus that attacks the
respiratory system and can be more severe in adults aged 60 and over and those with underlying conditions. The virus mainly spreads when an infected person coughs or sneezes, and droplets are inalated by others. Keep in mind that many things can cause respiratory diseases, so students and staff should be updated on flu and routine
vaccinations, Albert wrote. Maine CDC or a school representative will contact you directly if you are identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive. Close contacts will be asked to quarantine for 14 days from the last exposure to the positive individual. A negative test result does not get an individual out of quarantine. In a
more On Friday morning, Albert wrote that one case was a staff member, one was a remote student and the other a full-time student. The cases were reported on 19, 20 and 30 November. The care staff went to the affected area and made sure things were blown away. This also happens every day, he wrote. A primary school student
reported with COVID-19 on November 4, a staff person at the high school on November 20 and a middle school student on November 30. All were announced through the district's contact system. Questions can be addressed to Albert by calling 207-897-6722. For general questions about COVID-19, on quadrant 211 (or 1-866-811-5695).
You can also text your ZIP code at 898-211 or send an [email-protected] email More information is available at www.maine.gov/dhhs/coronavirus or www.cdc.gov/coronavirus. JAY — Regional School Unit 73 headteachers will hold a special meeting at 6:.m. Tuesday at Spruce Mountain Middle School's gymnasium to eventually
reconsider a 6-5 vote last week not to allow interschool sports. Students gathered outside Jay's Spruce Mountain High School on Monday night to protest the School Board's decision of Regional School Unit 73 to ban winter sports. Andrea Swiedom/Franklin Journal Buy this photo A board member has apologized because he has a
student athlete and another member was absent from the December 10 meeting, Superintendent Scott Albert said Thursday. Tuesday's in-person meeting is limited to 50 people, including board members, directors and staff, Albert said. He estimated that there are probably about 20 people in that category. Meeting participants must wear
masks. The meeting will also appear on Zoom. To join the meeting, go to . After typing the meeting identification number, 838 5995 6672 and when prompted, type in the passcode: p28MjP. At last week's meeting, administrators and coaches had recommended students play. The plan was to follow all guidelines from the Maine Principals
Association, which includes the use of protective equipment, such as masks and sanitization, changes have been made to some sports to make them safer for student participants. The district also follows guidelines from the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention. Students, parents and community members took part in a
partially in-person protest and drive-by Monday night outside Spruce Mountain high and middle school. The high school is located in Jay, which is located in Franklin County. The special meeting had been scheduled before the protest. The county is considered a low-risk area within Maine's health care system. Governor Janet Mills sends
an update on a county's risk to schools every Friday. Spruce Mountain Cheer also set up an online petition that had 422 signatures as of 1.m Thursday. Marc Keller, athletic director of Spruce Mountain High School, said on December 1 that, based on guidelines from the Maine Principals' Association, the district could effectively and safely
participate student athletes. MPA did an autumn sports survey, Keller said during the meeting. 73% of participating schools reported. Out of over 13,000 participants, there were only 10 positive COVID-19s These are extremely low numbers. Albert also told the council at the time that he believed they could keep students safe. He said
there's a good chance the season could be very short. Albert did not know Thursday whether the council would make any motions or reconsider allowing winter sports. The winter sports under consideration are basketball, competitive cheering, ice hockey, alpine and Nordic skiing and wrestling. Previous Next archived in: Send MSN
Feedback Please provide an overall assessment of the site: Opens in a new window Opens an external site Opens an external site in a new JAY window - Most board members of Regional School Unit 73 voted Tuesday night to allow low- and moderate-risk sports this winter. On December 10, the council voted 6-5 not to allow winter
sports in the district. Spruce Mountain High School freshman Mary Hamblin shared what winter sports mean to her during a meeting Tuesday night in Jay. The Regional School Unit of 73 conductors later voted to approve most winter sports. Pam Harnden/Livermore Falls Advertiser On December 14, 21 student-athletes held a protest for
which they held placards outside Spruce Mountain Middle and High schools in Jay. About 25 people attended Tuesday's special meeting at middle school, with 75 other attendees through the Zoom videoconference platform, according to Chris Hollingsworth, the district's curriculum and technology coordinator. District Council President
Robert Staples read a letter from Dr. Michele Knapp, the district doctor, after she was asked for her opinion on how to allow winter sports during the COVID-19 pandemic. In her letter, Knapp wrote that she was concerned for the well-being of students and the entire community. I concluded that it would be safe to proceed with winter
sports, as long as we follow the recommended safety guidelines, he wrote, noting that the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Maine Center for Disease Control &amp; Protection recommended allowing the sport if safety guidelines are followed. The district's three nurses - Deanna Hamblin, Jennifer Kachnovich and Jessica Jewett -
also wrote a letter of support. In their letter, the nurses noted that there had been no school transmission within the district, and decisions about students competing in the sport had to be made by families. Betsy Mancine, who has worked in public health for 25 years, said she has seen physical, emotional and mental health deteriorate in
the community. You, the council, have an incredible opportunity and he said. If you don't allow (student-athletes to play), I'm afraid the result will be much greater than any fear you have about children potentially getting sick and transferring COVID-19 to family/community. Freshman Mary Hamblin spoke emotionally about how participation
in sport creates a bond between students and Wellness. Sophomore Lucas Towers said other school districts approved winter sports. Kids my age need to be out of the house with our peers, he said. Sport does. Others spoke in support, either in person or from their homes. Most shared the way sport affected students physically and
mentally. Director Joel Pike sought to approve winter sports programs with the requirement that all participating athletes spend at least 25% of team time each week focused on mental health activities and report their compliance each month to the board. For me, that was the key thing I heard, Pike said. We have a responsibility to listen.
Schools across the state are starting to look at this. The Council unanimously approved it. Alpine and Nordic skiing, considered to be low-risk sports, was unanimously approved. Basketball, cheering for competitions and ice hockey, all moderate-risk sports, have been approved, though not unanimously. Athletic director Marc Keller said
the wrestling season is on hold. It is the only high-risk winter sport and will be re-evaluated by the Maine Principals Association at the end of February. Invalid user name/password. Check your email to confirm and complete the registration. Use the following form to reset your password. After sending your account email, we will send an
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