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Often filled with jargon, acronyms, and instructions that require a Ph.D to understand, software user manuals are sometimes written from a developer's point of view rather than a user. As a result, the guide can make assumptions about the reader's skill level that are often incorrect. The first step to writing a good user manual is to get the actual writing
process as far away from engineers as possible. The software developer knows more than anyone what makes the software work, but that doesn't mean the developer should write the guide. On the contrary, it is a distinct disadvantage. More important than a deep understanding of the inner workings of the software is an understanding of who will be the end
user, what their educational level is, and how that end user will use the software. In most cases, end users don't need to know the finer points of programming and back-end operation of the software -- they just need to know how to use it to make their jobs easier. The user manual should be largely task-oriented rather than strongly descriptive. Because the
manual is written to help users understand how to perform specific tasks, the writer needs to have an understanding of these tasks as well, and as a result, going through every discrete step of each resource is absolutely essential. It is not necessary for the writer to necessarily know how the program was created from the point of view of design or
development, but it is essential to have a strong working knowledge of all its characteristics. When performing each task, take time to annotate each step, including clicks, drop-down menus, and other actions. Although the developer should not be the only one writing the manual, it will still be a valuable resource for the writer, and before writing begins, plan a
kickoff meeting between the writer, developer, and engineers and potential end users to help inform the writer's work from the beginning. Interviews with experts and engineers of the subject should be recorded, with transcripts made for later reference. A user manual should not be too heavy for text. Instead, incorporate the liberal use of graphics and screen
clips. The description of an action is much clearer with text-based directions accompanied by a screen clip that clearly illustrates that direction. Include previews before and after to show what the screen looks like before taking each action, and what happens after the action has been taken. A simple screen capture utility, such as the Snipping Tool included
in Microsoft Windows, works well for capturing these images. Be sure to number each image and include a caption that describes it briefly. Center it immediately below the paragraph that first inserts the pictured in the image. Communicating clearly in a technical document requires careful planning and compliance with standards throughout the guide.
Patterns in both language, and nomenclature help prevent confusion. The models are available and can be a good starting point for uniformity, although these can certainly be adapted to suit each situation. Using a one-inch margin with a single column best matches the need to add charts; a two-column configuration can seem very crowded, and can make
placing images confusing. More than any other type of document, a software user guide is likely to go through multiple iterations before it completes, and is likely to go through a review process by multiple stakeholders. Using the Track Changes feature in Microsoft Word is an easy way to keep track of each individual's comments and changes. Creating
multiple versions after each review cycle, each with a different file name, also helps the process and ensures that all stakeholders are satisfied with the final result. Unless you can think of a clever way to store them, user manuals are kind of a nuisance to keep close by. When you find yourself in need of one, however, the Central Manuals allow you to find
and download them for free in PDF format. You can search for any instruction manual online, but as many products come with a... Read moreTo it, most of us throw these things away unless we are totally unaware about a particular product. With Central Manuals, there's no need to worry because your manual collection is extensive. You can search by type
or brand, and they have pretty much everything covered. There are manuals for cameras, camcorder, smartphones, mp3 players, tablets, eBook readers, smart watches, activity trackers and video game consoles. You can even find instruction manuals for software. You can start finding the necessary manuals in the link below. Central Manuals - Find and
download for free | Central manuals You ran Windows Vista, you played with the Aero interface, and maybe you have even got a little stingy in the guts of Vista to see what makes it work. What's next? Now is when the fun begins. There are many ways to hack Windows Vista, make it jump through beads, bend it to your will and generally make it behave the
way you want it to behave, not the way Microsoft does. Also don't miss the ultimate tweaker guide for Windows.Where to start? I've gathered 10 of my favorite hacks for Windows Vista. They'll allow you to do everything from speeding up Windows Aero to unlocking a super-secret administrator's account and boosting the context menu right-click -- and yes,
even hacking the dhimable User Account Control. So if you want to take over the Windows Vista, continue reading. A word of warning: Some of these tips involve editing the Windows Registry, which can be a dangerous thing to do. Then, before tapping the registry, use System Restore to create a restore point so that you can revert to the previous version of
the registry if something goes wrong. To create a restore restore choose &gt; system and control panel maintenance &gt; restore files &gt; create a restore point or change settings. 1. HackWindows User Account Control The User Account Control (UAC) hack is the most universally reprimanded feature of the new operating system. Sure, it helps protect you,
but it also you off endlessly. If UAC takes you around the curve, you can turn it off. There are several ways to do this. One way is to choose the Control Panel &gt; User Accounts and Family Security &gt; User Accounts, and then click Enable or disable User Account Control. Alternatively, you can run the System Configuration Utility (also known as msconfig)
by typing msconfig in the command line or search box. When the tool runs, click the Tools tab and scroll down until you see Turn off UAC. Highlight it and click the Start button and restart. To turn it back on, follow the same steps and choose Enable UAC. If you are a fan of the registry, you can also disable UAC using the Registry Editor. Start the Registry
Editor by typing regedit in the Start Search box or in a command prompt and by pressing Enter. Go to HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\ CurrentVersion\Policies\System\EnableLUAand give-it a value of 0. You will need to restart for the change to take effect. UAC is also to blame for another Windows Vista nuisance. When you run
some commands from the command prompt, you are informed that you do not have administrative rights to run them, even if you are currently logged in as an administrator. This is because UAC requires you to run the command prompt as administrator. Simply being logged in as an administrator is not good enough; you still have to run a high command
prompt. One way to do this is to type cmd in the ''''''Start' box, right-click the command request icon that appears at the top of the Start menu, and select Run as Administrator. But if you don't want to do this every time you run a command prompt, there's a simpler way. You can create a desktop shortcut for a raised prompt or pin the raised prompt to the Start
menu. To create a shortcut on desktop:1. Right-click the desktop and select New &gt; Shortcut.2. In the text box of the Create shortcut dialog box that appears, type cmd and click Next.3. On the next screen, type a name for the shortcut -- for example, High Command Prompt. Then click Finish.4. Right-click the shortcut you just created and select
Properties.5. Select the Shortcut tab and click the Advanced button. Creating a shortcut to a prompt high command. Click to see the larger view.6. Check the box titled Run as administrator. Click OK and then OK again. Now, when you want to run a high command prompt, just double-click the shortcut. If you want the raised command prompt to appear in the
Start menu, drag it from the desktop to start and put it where you'd like it to be. This feature is a sample of a four-part series PCMag.com in making great view. Each page concludes with a link to the remaining article on PCMag.com and a link to the next part of the series in ExtremeTech.Part I: Fix Windows ExplorerIn in early 2007 we witnessed the release
of Windows Vista for a thunderous snoring, followed soon after by growing frustration with poor software performance, poor hardware support, and remarkable ability to crash without any user input. So Microsoft got in on the action, and more than a year later we got Service Pack 1, which fixed, well, a little bit. Surprisingly, most of Vista's annoyances are
conseveable. If you're willing to roll up your sleeves and make some adjustments, you can turn vista into a great SO. First: Windows Explorer's AmnesiaWindows Explorer has a cool thumbnail screen that shows iconic views of your photos, videos, PDFs, and even MP3 album folders. But keeping up with this eye candy is explorer's disconcerting inability to
determine the type of files in a given folder, which leads to the wrong view almost every time. That's why you can see spreadsheet files like thumbnails and JPEG images in the Details view, and why changing the preview never seems to get. The root of the problem are the templates, Vista's complicated method of saving different display settings for different
types of files. You can right-click a folder, select Properties, and then click the Customize tab to choose the template to use for that folder (Images, documents, and so on), but that alone won't prevent Explorer from ignoring your preference and choosing any template it wants. To fix the problem, go to Annoyances.org and download ResetExplorer.exe and
ChooseTemplate.reg. Double-click ResetExplorer.exe and answer Yes to clear explorer cached data. Then double-click ChooseTemplate.reg and answer Yes to apply the patch. From Organize Windows Explorer drop-down, select Folder and search options, and then click the View tab. In the default folder template branch in advanced settings, choose how
you would like all folders to be viewed by default and click OK. After that, Windows Explorer will stop guessing the contents of a folder and will use its preference each time. To force-switch the template to a folder or branch, use the Customize tab as described above. To save new display or rating preferences for the currently selected template, go ahead and
make these changes, and then return to the View tab (also described above) and click the Apply to Folders button. Read the Fix Windows Explorer on the PCMag.com Continue to the next part of this four-part series. Image above: After applying the Default Folder Template Patch, these new options will appear in the Folder Options window, allowing you to
The propensity of Windows Explorer to automatically choose the wrong display settings for your folders. Folders.
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