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February. 18, 2017 12:53 ET Order Reprints Printing Article Getty Images A house is not always a home, but Home Depot (HD) is still stock in home improvement. And that shouldn't change when the company reports Tuesday earnings. Analysts expect Home Depot to report a profit of $1.33 per share for the fiscal fourth quarter, ended January 31, according
to FactSet, a possible 14% increase from numbers a year ago. Sales are likely to have grown by 4% to $21.8 billion. And, the results could even exceed those estimates. Why trust? There's home depot's track record: profits have exceeded Wall Street forecasts for eight consecutive quarters, and there are no signs of the winning streak ending. Home Depot
also reports at the end of the results season, meaning investors already have a wealth of information from companies selling their products in their stores, including paint maker Sherwin Williams (SHW), appliance producer Whirlpool (WHR), tool company Stanley Black &amp; Decker (SWK), and cabinet maker Masco (MAS). RBC's Scot Ciccarelli argues
that its results and guidance were strong enough to signal that Home Depot's earnings should be fine. Comments from the supplier channel tracking healthy growth points in the fourth quarter, wrote in a note to customers last week. Home Depot must also get a boost from an economy that seems increasingly supportive. In a report last month, Simeon
Gutman, of Morgan Stanley, noted that household formation has been increasing, and that house prices are expected to rise by 4% in 2017. We see a positive risk reward bias for both Home Depot and Lowe's (LOW), he wrote. Even raising wages, which could pose problems for many retailers, could be an advantage for Home Depot. Analyzing data from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics on spending levels, Wolfe Research analyst Scott Mushkin found that consumers spend 15 cents of every additional dollar on housing, the largest recipient of any category. We see this as very good news for our housing-related hardliners like Home Depot, Lowe's and Sherwin-Williams, Mushkin explains. The biggest concern
about Home Depot might be its assessment. Its shares traded for 20.5 times 12-month profit forecasts, above a five-year average of 19.5, and by 1.8 times sales, above a five-year average of 1.5. But valuation is outweighed by other factors, says Stuart Kaye, portfolio manager at Matarin Capital Management. Point to home depot in capital allocation –
buybacks, for example, have generally been profitable- and for the fast and stable growth of the company. Home Depot doesn't look cheap, says Kaye. But this is not a surprise, as the business looks great. Home Depot's stock seems to have the wind on its back. After hitting $134.74 on November 27, 2015, the stock remained in a range, briefly briefly to
slightly higher highs in May and August before falling. Last week, Home Depot came out of that range to an all-time high of $143. Historically, new highs have forgotten new highs, Kaye says, with the shares surpassing for three to six months. People are afraid to buy shares at new highs, he explains. But it's not something I'm afraid of. We're not. Watch
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and has a painful sting. The best fire ant killer destroys the ants on his way, cleans the colonies, and comes in a bait, liquid drench, or spray form. Here's what you need to know before you buy. TypeWhether you have fire ants building your branded mounds in your backyard or have discovered an infestation inside your home, these three main types of fire
ant killers address specific concerns. Bait: Individual fire ants pick up the bait and bring it back to its colony, where it spread to other ants and queens. You can put bait traps around mounds, throughout your yard, or near drains and pipes in your home. Ant bait may not be suitable for areas with high heat or lots of rain where baits can be easily destroyed.
Liquid Drench: Apply a mound killer around and inside the mounds. You will also need a bucket and spray bottle to bathe and activate the formula. This is the slowest approach, but a two-step method that includes bait and liquid drench is also the most effective for getting rid of fire ants. Spray: Fire ants who have already found an indoor food supply can
ignore baits. Sprays of non-repellent inner fire ants can be applied in the same places as bait and provide another way to destroy fire ants inside your home. But aerosols are not a quick fix. The ants carry the spray on their bodies and take it back to the colonies, where it gradually infects more ants. Natural Options If you prefer natural alternatives, food grade
diatomacious land is a natural fire ant killer that has been shown to dehydrated and destroy fire ants and can be used inside the house, but rarely eradicates ant colonies when used alone and is better off as a supplement. Whatever method you choose, these fire ant killers valued, some of which have thousands of reviews, will get your fire ant problem under
control. We only recommend products that we love and which we believe will, too. We may receive a portion of sales of products purchased from this article, which was written by our trading team.1The best bait for Fire Ants Amdro Yard Treatment Bait (2 pounds) AmazonCast this fire ant bait around your backyard as the first step in cash cash Method to get
rid of fire ants and kill your colony and queen. Outdoor treatment tricks ants into thinking about their food source so they can take her back to the colony to share with other ants. The bait begins to kill the Queen within a week, according to the manufacturer, and must destroy the colony within two weeks of an application. This highly rated bait is easy to use –
just spread around your yard on a dry day, no need to add water afterwards. It has to control its ant population for up to three months and prevents new mounds from forming. Reviewers say it's important to be patient. You may not think it's working at first, but report that it actually kills fire ants over time. Useful review: This product works! Fire ants, even
smaller, different varieties of ants, cannot transport these granules fast enough back to the ant hill. Amdro must be like a candy to them. After a week, I opened several hills of ants and instead of an angry crowd of biting ants, there were only a few weak, weakened ants ready to give up the ghost. I've been using the Amdro on a regular basis and the lawn has
gone from several hills to just a few. This is the only fire ant product I've used that has in fact reduced the population of fire ants. 2The best liquid Drench fire Ant Mound KillerOrtho Fire Ant Killer Mount Treatment (3 pounds)Amazon It is important to treat visible mounds of fire ants in order to eradicate the queen ant and colony while preventing ants from
building more mounds. This fire ant assembly treatment is a powder that spreads around and along the top of the mounds. The next step is to gently pour water over the mound to activate the dust. The best time to apply it is first thing in the morning or at night. Avoid treating mounds when it's very hot outside because high-time ants drive you to dig deeper
into your nest and the product won't be as effective. This treatment has a rating of 4.7 and more than 2,000 comments. Reviewers say it has a terrible smell and it's important to keep pets away from it (one says it covers the mound with a planter and places blocks of ash on top to prevent their dogs from sniffing it out). But it is also set aisle by how quickly it
works to kill fire ants and destroy your mound. Useful review: Fire ants have been a problem in my yard for years, biting me, biting my puppies. There was a persistent colony that could not eradicate using boiling water, soapy water, bait for years. I was leery of trying poison because I have four dogs, but the other methods didn't work and/or took too long... I
am amazed at how well this worked... I used this one night, and the next morning there were tons of dead, crumbling ants around the hole and not a live fire ant to be seen during the cooler hours. I've been looking for fire ants for a couple of days now, and it seems they're gone forever [...] 3The best best To get rid of fire ants inside Get rid of fire ants who
have found their way into their homes and prevent more ants from following their lead with this popular inner insect killer who has more than 4,000 reviews and a rod that makes it a breeze to target specific areas. The spray can be applied on non-porous interior surfaces such as the perimeter of base tables, cupboards, windows and door clippings to offer up
to 12 months of protection in your home. When used outdoors along the base of your home, doors, windows and patio, this spray provides a three-month barrier to keep fire ants out. The formula also works on more than 130 other insects such as rodents, spiders, beetles and fleas. Useful review: Works better than paying for an exterminator! Normally, I
sprayed in and out of the house twice a year, but last year I ended up just spraying it with it once a year. Guess what? No errors. Not at all! I love the spray nozzle on this – it sprays a continuous flow and I don't have hand fatigue after spraying for a long time. This is simply the best! 44: A Natural Fire Ant KillerDiatomaceous Earth (10 pounds) Amazon A
natural silica-based powder, diatomacious earth can help control some fire ants and is a non-toxic approach to keeping your inner ant population at bay. This targeted treatment can be applied directly on fire ants while detecting them, as well as along base boards, window shavings and any cracks where you've seen ants. It is then important to wait 24 to 48
hours and monitor the areas to see if fire ants have discovered another route to their homes (if so, another treatment will be necessary). Only after you have undone your ant house should you clean the DE and wash surfaces. It can also be applied along the outer perimeter of your home. This food grade organic diatom acid land has a rating of 4.6 and more
than 8,000 reviews. It is a useful multitasking product to keep in your home, one that can control a number of bugs. Useful review: We had a horrible ant problem, those cursed ants would come in and head straight to pet food and water bowls. =( No more! I scattered a little around where the bowls are, and at the entry points where the ants were coming in...
NO ANTS THIS YEAR! THE YEAR!
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