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   Once upon a time, a very poor lumberjack lived in a tiny cottage in the woods with his two children, Hansel and Gretel. His second wife often abused children and was an eternally nagging lumberjack.     There is not enough food in the house for all of us. There are too many mouths to feed! We have to get rid of the two boys, she said.
And she kept trying to persuade her husband to leave their children in the woods.     Take them miles from home, so far, that they can never find their way back! Maybe someone will find them and give them a home. The downed lumberjack didn't know what to do. Hansel, who one evening overheard his parents talking, comforted Gretel.
    Take it easy! If they leave us in the woods, we will find our way home, he said. And slipping out of the house, he filled his pockets with a little white pebble, and then went back to bed.     All night long, the lumberjack's wife harped on her husband until dawn, until he took Hansel and Gretel into the woods. But when they entered the
depths of the trees, Hansel dropped a little white pebble here and there on the mossy green ground. At one point, the two children discovered that they were really alone: the lumberjack plucked enough courage to leave them, muttered the excuse and left.     The night fell, but the lumberjack did not return. Gretel began to sob bitterly.
Hansel was also frightened, but he tried to hide his feelings and comfort his sister.     Don't cry, believe me! I swear I'll take you home, even if my father doesn't come back for us! Fortunately, the moon was full that night, and Hansel waited until his cold light filtered through the trees.     Now give me your hand! He said. We'll get home
safely, you'll see! Tiny white pebbles glistened in the moonlight, and the children found their way home. They snuck through the floor of an open window, not wake up the parents. Cold, tired, but grateful to be home again, they slipped in bed.     The next day, when their stepmother discovered that Hansel and Gretel were back, she was
furious. Suppressing her anger in front of the children, she locked the door of her bedroom, reproaching her husband for the failure to comply with his orders. The weak lumberjack protested, torn as he was between shame and fear of disobeying his violent wife. The evil stepmother kept Hansel and Gretel under lock and key all day with
nothing for dinner except a sip of water and bread. All night long the husband and wife quarreled, and when dawn came, the lumberjack led the children into the woods.     Hansel, however, did not eat bread, and as he walked through the trees, he left a trail of crumbs behind him to mark the path. But the little boy forgot about the hungry
birds that lived in the forest. When they saw him, they flew from behind and now at all, ate all Again, with a lame excuse, the lumberjack left his two children on their own.     I left a mark like last time! Hansel whispered to Gretel, comfortingly. But when at night, they saw, to their horror, that all the crumbs were gone.     I'm scared! Gretel
exclaimed bitterly. I'm cold and hungry, and I want to go home!     Don't be afraid. I'm here to take care of you! Hansel tried to encourage his sister, but he, too, trembled when he saw the frightening shadows and evil eyes around them in the dark. All night long, two children huddled together for warmth at the foot of a large tree.     When
dawn came, they began to wander through the woods in search of a path, but all hope soon disappeared. They were well and truly lost. They were walking and walking until suddenly they came across a strange cottage in the middle of a clearing.     It's chocolate! Hansel exhaled as he broke a piece of plaster from the wall.     And that's
the icing! Gretel exclaimed, putting another piece of wall in his mouth. Hungry but delighted, the children began to eat pieces of candy cut off from the cottage.     Isn't that delicious? Gretel said, with her mouth full. She's never tried anything so well.     We're going to stay here, Hansel said, chewing a little nougat. They were just about to
try a piece of the cookie door when it quietly swung open.     Well good! Said the old woman, looking with a cunning look. And you kids, sweet tooth?     Come! Come, you have nothing to fear! The old woman continued. Unfortunately for Hansel and Gretel, the sugar candy cottage belonged to an old witch, her trap for catching careless
victims. Two children came to a very unpleasant place.     You're nothing but skin and bones! The witch said, locking Hansel in a cage. I'll fatten you up and eat you! You can do housework, she said grimly to Gretel, then I'll put you out too! As luck would have it, the witch had a very poor eyesight, when Gretel smeared oil on her glasses,
she could see even less.     Let me feel your finger! Said witch Hansel every day to check if it was getting fatter. Gretel brought her brother a chicken bone, and when the witch touched his finger, Hansel pierced the bone.     You're still too thin! She complained. When will you become chubby? One day a witch is tired of waiting.     Squeeze
the oven, she told Gretel. We're going to have a delicious roast boy tonight! A little later, hungry and impatient, she continued, Run and see if the oven is hot enough. Gretel is back whimpering: I can't tell if it's hot enough or not. Angry, the witch yelled at the little girl: Useless baby! Okay, I'll see for myself. But when the witch bent down to
look into the oven and check the heat, Gretel gave her a huge jolt slammed the oven door closed. The witch came to fit and proper end. Gretel ran to free her brother, and they made sure that the oven door was tightly closed behind the witch. Indeed, just to be on the safe side, they attached it firmly with a large castle. They then stayed for
a few days to eat a few more from home until they discovered among the witch's possessions, a huge chocolate egg. Inside lay a coffin with gold coins.     The witch is now burnt to the ground, Hansel said, so we'll take this treasure from it. They filled a large basket with food and went into the woods in search of a way home. This time luck
was with them, and on the second day, they saw their father leave the house to them, crying.     Your stepmother is dead. Go home with me, my dear children! Two children hugged the woodcutter.     Promise us you'll never leave us again, Gretel said, as she snored her father by the neck. Hansel opened the coffin.     Look, father! Now
we are rich... You never have to chop wood again.     And they've all lived happily together ever since. The notorious tale of Hansel and Gretel has been translated into 160 languages since the Brothers Grimm first published German knowledge in 1812. Dark as it is, the story features abandonment of children, an attempt at cannibalism,
enslavement and murder. Unfortunately, the origins of this story are equally - if not more - horrific. Most people are familiar with the story, but for those who are not, it opens up to a couple of kids who should be left to their starving parents in the woods. The children, Hansel and Gretel, get wind of their parents' plan and find their way home
by following the trail of stones Hansel dropped earlier. The mother, or stepmother according to some stories, then convinces the father to abandon the children a second time. This time, Hansel drops breadcrumbs to follow home, but the birds eat breadcrumbs and the kids get lost in the woods. Wikimedia CommonsA image of Hansel,
leaving a trail to follow home. Starving couples come to the gingerbread house that they begin to eat predatory. Without their knowledge, the house is actually a trap set by an old witch, or an ogre that enslaves Gretel and forces her to overfeed Hansel so that he can be eaten by the witch himself. The pair manage to escape when Gretel
shoves the witch into the oven. They return home with the witch's treasures and believe that their evil matriarch no longer exists and is considered dead, so they live happily ever after. But the true story behind the story of Hansel and Gretel is not as happy as this ending. Readers of Brothers Grimm Modern know Hansel and Gretel from
the works of the German brothers Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm. The brothers were inseparable scholars, medieval, who had a passion for collecting German folklore. Between 1812 and The brothers published more than 200 short stories in seven different editions of what has since become known in English as Grimm's tales. James and
Wilhelm Grimm never imagined that their stories would be for children as such, but rather the brothers sought to preserve German folklore in the region, whose culture was captured by France during the Napoleonic wars. Wikimedia CommonsVilhelm Grimm (left) and Jacob Grimm in Elizabeth Jerichau-Baumann in 1855. In fact, the early
editions of the Grimm Brothers, published as Kinder und Hausm'rchen, or Children's and Household Tales, lacked illustrations. Scientific footnotes abounded. The stories were dark and filled with murder and chaos. The stories, however, quickly caught on. Grimm's tales had such universal appeal that in the end, in the United States alone,
more than 120 different editions were released. These stories featured an all-star lineup of famous characters including Cinderella, Rapunzel, Rumpelstiltskin, Snow White, Little Red Riding Hood, and of course Hansel and Gretel. The true story behind Hansel and Gretel Wikimedia Commons The origins of Hansel and Gretel are perhaps
darker than the story itself. The true story of Hansel and Gretel dates back to a cohort of fairy tales that originated in the Baltics during the Great Famine of 1314-1322. Volcanic activity in south-east Asia and New York marked the beginning of a period of prolonged climate change that led to crop failures and mass starvation around the
world. In Europe, the situation was particularly dire, as food supplies were already scarce. When the great famine struck, the results were devastating. One scientist estimated that the Great Famine affected 400,000 square miles of Europe, 30 million people, and may have killed up to 25 percent of the population in some areas. At the
same time, the elderly voluntarily decided to starve to allow young people to live. Others committed infanticide or abandoned their children. There is also evidence of cannibalism. William Rosen, in his book The Third Horseman, refers to the Estonian Chronicle, which states that in 1315 mothers fed their children. The Irish chronicler also
wrote that hunger was so bad that people were so destroyed by hunger that they removed the bodies of the dead from cemeteries and dug flesh out of skulls and ate it, and the women ate their children out of hunger. Wikimedia CommonsAn 1868 rendering Hansel and Gretel treading carefully through the forest. And it was from this
gloomy chaos that the story of Hansel and Gretel was born. The cautionary tales that preceded Genzel and Gretel were directly related to the themes of denial and survival. Almost all of these stories also used the forest as a table for danger, magic and death. One such example is the Italian fairytale collector Giambattista Basile, who a
number of stories in his 17th century Pentamerone. In his version, entitled Nennillo and Nennella, the cruel stepmother forces her husband to abandon his two children in the woods. The father tries to disrupt the plot, leaving the children a trail of oats to follow, but they are eaten by a donkey. The darkest of these early tales, however, is
Romanian history, Little Boy and The Evil Stepmother. In this fairy tale, two children are abandoned and find their way home in the wake of the ashes. But when they return home, the stepmother kills the little boy and forces his sister to prepare his corpse for the family meal. The frightened girl obeys, but hides the boy's heart inside the
tree. The father unknowingly eats his son, while his sister refuses to take part. After the meal, the girl takes her brother's bones and puts them in the tree with her heart. The next day there is a cuckoo bird singing: Cuckoo! My sister cooked me and my father ate me, but now I'm a cuckoo and safe from my stepmother. The frightened
stepmother throws a piece of salt at the bird, but she just falls on her head, killing her instantly. Evolution story with new takes trailer for 2020 adaptation of classic Knowledge, Gretel and Hansel. A direct source for the story of Hansel and Gretel, as we know, it came from Henrietta Dorothea Wilde, a neighbor of the Brothers Grimm, who
told many tales for his first edition. She eventually married William. Initial versions of Hansel and Gretel of the Brothers Grimm changed over time. Perhaps the brothers knew that their stories were read by children, and so in the last edition they published, they sanitized the stories somewhat. Where the mother abandoned her biological
children in the first version, by the time the last edition of 1857 was printed, she had become an archetypal evil stepmother. His father's role was also tempered by the 1857 edition, as he regretted his actions more. Meanwhile, the tale of Hansel and Gretel continues to develop. There are versions today that are designed for preschoolers,
like the story of children's author Mercer Meyer, who doesn't even try to touch any of the themes of giving up on a child. Every once in awhile the fairy tale tries to return to its dark roots. In 2020, Orion Picture's Gretel and Hansel: The DarkEst Tale will hit theaters and seem to be hedging on the creepy side. This version has siblings
looking through the woods for food and working to help their parents when they meet a witch. It seems that the true story of Hansel and Gretel may still be darker than even this latest version. After this look at the history of Hansel and Gretel, check out a more folkloric origin with this quick biography by Charles Perrault, the French father of
fairy tales. Then discover the true story of the legend Sleepy Hollow. Hollow. original hansel and gretel ending. original hansel and gretel movie. original hansel and gretel book. original hansel and gretel pdf. original hansel and gretel fairy tale. original hansel and gretel summary. original hansel and gretel film. original hansel and gretel tale
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