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Plan your 'Long weekends' efficiently by taking a few days off at work to travel around big festival days. What: Durga Puja When: October 12-22, 2015 (Ends Thursday) Best place to witness the festival: West Bengal You may have received an invitation to attend a puja aarti in your city's many decorated
pandas as part of Durga Puja. The Bengalis often call it Pujo and really celebrate the presence of the deity with dance, food, music and community meetings. Many people form small groups and go from one stall or pandal to another to pay respects. In metro cities, the best pandal gets a prize and that
counts as a great reward for the organizers. Durga Puja is widely celebrated in the Indian states of Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Manipur, Odisha, Tripura and West Bengal, where it is a five-day annual holiday. Not only is it the largest Hindu festival celebrated in all of West Bengal, it is also the most
important socio-cultural event in Bengali Hindu society. Visiting West Bengal in this day and age makes it all the more special. Red is festive: During Durga Puja, women smear red color as a ritual and greet each other What: Dussehra When: 22 Oct 2015 (Thursday) Best place to witness the festival:
North and South India The great fanfare during the 10 days of Dussehra is a spectacle that crowds gather to watch. Ram Leela is a traditional play that is played in different cities and it is so beautiful to see actors take their characters seriously. Also called Vijaya Dashami, Dasara, or Dashain, this Hindu
festival marks the victory of good over evil. In southern India, go to Mysore where a large festival and procession including the goddess Chamundeshwari on a throne mounted on elephants in the city of Mysore, Karnataka. Most Hindus also worship iron equipment like their vehicles during this day.
Mythologically, The day also marks the victory of goddess Durga over the demon Mahishasur. The name Vijayadashami is also derived from the Sanskrit words Vijaya-dashami literally meaning the victory over the dashami (Dashmi being the tenth Monday of the Hindu calendar month). May the evil end:
The effigy of Ravana is burned during Dussehra to mark the end of evil by goodness. What: Navratri When: October 13-21, 2015 (Over 10 days. Ends On Wednesday) Best place to witness the festival: Gujarat This is the season for some great singers to perform live in front of an audience. Garba Clubs
host major events where dancers practice traditional costumes and dance to catchy beats in honor of Goddess Durga. This is the crux: The nine-day festival of Navratri is dedicated to the nine by Goddess Durga. The most important Navratri in a year is the Sharadiya Navratra, which starts on the first day
of the bright half of Ashvin (September-October) according to the traditional Hindu calendar. Fasting is common during these holidays. In Mumbai, women women the colour codes and sportsaris as part of the celebrations. A small earthen pot (garba) is sown with seeds that get soaked during the nine
days. This is to depict fertility and good times ahead. Folk dance: During Garba, women dress all night in traditional attire and dance. What: Diwali When: November 11, 12, 2015 (Wednesday, Thursday) Best place to witness the festival: All across India The festival of lights brings great joy among Hindus.
Dressing up in new clothes and distributing sweets, lighting diyas and greeting neighbors is a ritual that follows year after year. Diwali is the five day festive period, which starts at Dhanteras and ends at Bhaiya Dooj. However, in Maharashtra Diwali festivities begin a day earlier on Govatsa Dwadashi,
while in Gujarat Diwali festivities begin two days earlier at Agyaras and culminates on Labh Panchami. Diwali Puja is also performed in offices. Diwali Puja is an important day for most traditional Hindu businessmen. On this day, ink bottles, pens and new account books are adored. Ink bottle and pen,
named Davat and Lekhani respectively, are sanctified by worshipping goddess Maha Kali. New account books, called Bahi-Khata, are sanctified by worshipping Goddess Saraswati on them. The most convenient time to do Diwali Puja is after sunset. Festival of lights: Mumbai's Marine Drive and Juhu
Chowpatty area is dotted with revellers who come late at night to crack crackers near the coast. What: Christmas When: December 25, 2015 (Friday) Best place to witness the festival: Goa Santa Claus jingles are world famous and Christmas festivities are often celebrated at home and outdoors as well.
Christmas is essentially observed by Catholics marking the birth of Jesus Christ. A party brings the whole family together to greet each other. Many resorts in India offer Christmas and New Year deals and boost their sales. Christmas in the church is all about singing, praying and telling stories about
Jesus. Rudolf, the reindeer: Beautifully decorated stalls in shopping malls, churches are a perfect place to take pictures for both children and adults. Carols and jingles can be heard on television and radio and many people leave for a longer holiday to boutique resorts as a great way to end the year.
What: Dhanteras When: November 9, 2015 (Monday) Best place to witness the festival: Delhi, Mumbai and Northern India The festival where Hindus buy metal objects is called Dhanteras. In some parts of India, it is titled Dhanatrayodashi. It is considered a favorable day and is celebrated only two days
before Diwali. It is also called the Festival of Wealth. stories state that on this day Goddess Lakshmi comes down to earth and stays here for the next five days. On this day, people worship Goddess Lakshmi and pray for good health and prosperity. This day also marks the beginning of festivities and



parties. The most common ritual followed by people for this day is the purchase of precious metals such as gold. The gold traders are making good profits on this day. Many others buy household appliances such as TV, washing machine and small kitchen appliances. Download The Economic Times
News App to receive Daily Market Updates &amp; Live Business News. Plan your 'Long weekends' efficiently by taking a few days off at work to travel around big festival days. What: Durga Puja When: October 12-22, 2015 (Ends Thursday) Best place to witness the festival: West Bengal You may have
received an invitation to attend a puja aarti in your city's many decorated pandas as part of Durga Puja. The Bengalis often call it Pujo and really celebrate the presence of the deity with dance, food, music and community meetings. Many people form small groups and go from one stall or pandal to
another to pay respects. In metro cities, the best pandal gets a prize and that counts as a great reward for the organizers. Durga Puja is widely celebrated in the Indian states of Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Manipur, Odisha, Tripura and West Bengal, where it is a five-day annual holiday. Not only is it the
largest Hindu festival celebrated in all of West Bengal, it is also the most important socio-cultural event in Bengali Hindu society. Visiting West Bengal in this day and age makes it all the more special. Red is festive: During Durga Puja, women smear red color as a ritual and greet each other What:
Dussehra When: 22 Oct 2015 (Thursday) Best place to witness the festival: North and South India The great fanfare during the 10 days of Dussehra is a spectacle that crowds gather to watch. Ram Leela is a traditional play that is played in different cities and it is so beautiful to see actors take their
characters seriously. Also called Vijaya Dashami, Dasara, or Dashain, this Hindu festival marks the victory of good over evil. In southern India, go to Mysore where a large festival and procession including the goddess Chamundeshwari on a throne mounted on elephants in the city of Mysore, Karnataka.
Most Hindus also worship iron equipment like their vehicles during this day. Mythologically, The day also marks the victory of goddess Durga over the demon Mahishasur. The name Vijayadashami is also derived from the Sanskrit words Vijaya-dashami literally meaning the victory over the dashami
(Dashmi being the tenth Monday of the Hindu calendar month). May the evil end: The effigy of Ravana is burned during Dussehra to mark the end of evil by goodness. What: Navratri When: October 13-21, 2015 (Over 10 days. Ends on Best place to witness the festival: Gujarat This is the season for some
great singers to perform live in front of an audience. Garba Clubs host major events where dancers practice traditional costumes and dance to catchy beats in honor of Goddess Durga. Durga. is the crux: The nine-day festival of Navratri is dedicated to the nine manifestations of Goddess Durga. The most
important Navratri in a year is the Sharadiya Navratra, which starts on the first day of the bright half of Ashvin (September-October) according to the traditional Hindu calendar. Fasting is common during these holidays. In Mumbai, women coordinate the color codes and sportsaris as part of the
celebrations. A small earthen pot (garba) is sown with seeds that get soaked during the nine days. This is to depict fertility and good times ahead. Folk dance: During Garba, women dress all night in traditional attire and dance. What: Diwali When: November 11, 12, 2015 (Wednesday, Thursday) Best
place to witness the festival: All across India The festival of lights brings great joy among Hindus. Dressing up in new clothes and distributing sweets, lighting diyas and greeting neighbors is a ritual that follows year after year. Diwali is the five day festive period, which starts at Dhanteras and ends at
Bhaiya Dooj. However, in Maharashtra Diwali festivities begin a day earlier on Govatsa Dwadashi, while in Gujarat Diwali festivities begin two days earlier at Agyaras and culminates on Labh Panchami. Diwali Puja is also performed in offices. Diwali Puja is an important day for most traditional Hindu
businessmen. On this day, ink bottles, pens and new account books are adored. Ink bottle and pen, named Davat and Lekhani respectively, are sanctified by worshipping goddess Maha Kali. New account books, called Bahi-Khata, are sanctified by worshipping Goddess Saraswati on them. The most
convenient time to do Diwali Puja is after sunset. Festival of lights: Mumbai's Marine Drive and Juhu Chowpatty area is dotted with revellers who come late at night to crack crackers near the coast. What: Christmas When: December 25, 2015 (Friday) Best place to witness the festival: Goa Santa Claus
jingles are world famous and Christmas festivities are often celebrated at home and outdoors as well. Christmas is essentially observed by Catholics marking the birth of Jesus Christ. A party brings the whole family together to greet each other. Many resorts in India offer Christmas and New Year deals
and boost their sales. Christmas in the church is all about singing, praying and telling stories about Jesus. Rudolf, the reindeer: Beautifully decorated stalls in shopping malls, churches are a perfect place to take pictures for both children and adults. Carols and jingles can be heard on television and radio
and many people leave for a longer holiday to boutique resorts as a great way to end the year. What: Dhanteras When: November 9 (Monday) Best place to witness the festival: Delhi, Mumbai and Northern India The festival where Hindus buy metal objects is called Dhanteras. In some parts of India, it is
titted Dhanatrayodashi. It is is as a favorable day and is celebrated only two days before Diwali. It is also called the Festival of Wealth. Mythological stories state that on this day Goddess Lakshmi comes down to earth and stays here for the next five days. On this day, people worship Goddess Lakshmi
and pray for good health and prosperity. This day also marks the beginning of Diwali festivities and celebrations. The most common ritual followed by people for this day is the purchase of precious metals such as gold. The gold traders are making good profits on this day. Many others buy household
appliances such as TV, washing machine and small kitchen appliances. Download The Economic Times News App to receive Daily Market Updates &amp; Live Business News. News.
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