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We see a lot of interesting apps in the country of Android - apps that use the flexible nature of the platform to do innovative things that you won't find on any other mobile OS. Link Bubble is one of the most striking examples I've seen in a long time. The app, launched yesterday by developer Chris Lacy (the guy behind Action Launcher), really has the
potential to change the way you use your phone or tablet. In short, it acts as a companion to your regular mobile browser, wisely handling all the links you open from other apps. It sounds a little weird, I get it. But once you use it, you'll be amazed at how smart it is to approach it. And if you're anything like me, you'll wonder how something this reasonable has
never existed before. Let's say you're in a Google app and you click on a link, for example. Typically, the device will kick you out of Google, download Chrome, and then download the web page while you're browsing and waiting. (I use Google for this example, but the same can be said of Facebook, Twitter client, or almost any app where you open external
links.) With Link Bubble the page starts downloading in the background as soon as you click on the link and then gets pulled up in the overlay window when it's actually ready for you to browse. No waiting, no interrupted workflow, and no wasted time. You can roll the page down and move the Link Bubble circle anywhere on the screen if you want to save it
for later. And if you prefer to keep a link to a service like pocket or share it with any other app on your device, you can just touch the circle and then drag it to the appropriate label. You can even do this before the page finishes downloading, if you like. You can tap a few links and let them load with Link Bubble, then keep doing everything you've done and
browse the pages in the overlay windows when they are - and you - ready. One of the advantages of the cool side of Link Bubble is that it also eliminates the jumping back and forth that sometimes happens when you click on a link in the app - for example, when you click on YouTube or Google Play link on Twitter and watch it first open in your browser and
then ping to your destination. Link Bubble misses this extra step and just takes you directly to where you want to go. You almost have to see it in action to estimate the full volume of how it works. Check out this demo video: To be clear, Link Bubble is not designed to replace your regular browser, but rather to complement its functionality and work alongside
it. You'll never open Link Bubble to start a new viewing session, for example; He jumps in to handle links open from other applications in a more elegant way. Link Bubble's main app is free. In order to take full advantage of all its features, you will have to pony up to five bucks for a Pro license key. I highly recommend giving it a whirlwind. NOTE READING:
No 8 8 Apps that you'll only find on Android and Android Power 3 favorite things for February 2014 - How to create custom Gmail alerts on any Android device Copyright © 2014 IDG Communications, Inc. Media full of reports that Android malware is exploding and that Android users are in danger. Does this mean that you have to install an antivirus app on
your Android phone or tablet? While there may be a lot of Android malware in the wild, look at Android protection and research from antivirus companies shows that you are probably safe if you follow some basic precautions. Android is already testing Android malware itself has some built-in antivirus features. Before considering whether an antivirus app is
useful, it's important to explore the features Android already has: Google Play apps are scanned for malware: Google uses a service called Bouncer to automatically scan apps on the Google Play Store for malware. Once the app is downloaded, Bouncer checks it and compares it to other known malware, trojans, and spyware. Each app works in a simulated
environment to see if it will behave maliciously on the device itself. The behavior of the app is compared to the behavior of previous malicious applications for looking for red flags. New developer accounts are being studied particularly carefully to prevent the creation of new accounts for repeat offenders. Google Play can remotely remove apps: If you
installed an app that later turned out to be malicious, Google has the ability to remotely remove this app from your phone when it is pulled from Google Play Android 4.2 scans of sideloaded apps: While apps on Google Play are tested for malware, apps that are sideloaded (installed from other countries) have not been tested for malware. On Android 4.2,
when you first try to overload the app, you are asked if you want to check if downloaded apps are safe. This ensures that all apps on your device are tested for malware. Android 4.2 blocks premium SMS messages: Android 4.2 prevents premium SMS apps from being sent in the background and alerts you when the app tries to do so. Malware creators use
this technique to rack up charges on your mobile phone account and make money for yourself. Android restricts apps: Android permissions and sandbox systems help limit the scope of any malware. Apps can't sit in the background and every keystroke or access to secure data, such as online banking credentials from your bank's app. Apps must also
declare the permissions they require when installing. Where did the malware come from? Before Android 4.2, most Android anti-malware features weren't actually found on Android devices themselves - protection was found in Google Play. This means that users who download apps from outside the Google Play store and overload them are at greater risk. A
recent McAfee study found more than 60% of the Android malware samples they received were from a single family of malware known as FakeInstaller. FakeInstallers masquerade as legitimate apps. They can be accessed on a web page that claims to be an official website or an unofficial, fake Android Market without malware protection. Once installed,
they send premium course SMS text messages in the background, costing money. On Android 4.2, built-in malware protection will hopefully catch FakeInstaller as soon as it is sideloaded. Even if this is not the case, Android will alert the user when the app has tried to send SMS messages in the background. On previous versions of Android, you can protect
yourself by installing apps from legitimate sources such as Google Play. The pirated version of the paid app offered on a suspicious website can be stuffed with malware, just like Windows. Another recent F-Secure study, which found that Android malware was exploding, found a scary-sounding 28,398 samples of Android malware in the third quarter of
2012. However, only 146 of these samples came from Google Play - in other words, only 0.5% of the malware found came from Google Play. 99.5% came from outside Google Play, especially in unofficial app stores in other countries where checks or police for malware are not done. Do you need an antivirus? These studies show that most of the malware
comes from outside the Google Play store. If you install apps only from Google Play, you should be safe enough - especially if you check the permissions you need the app before you install it. For example, don't install games that require permission to send text messages. Very few apps (only apps that interact with SMS messages) need these permissions
to work. If you only install apps from Google Play, you don't need an antivirus. However, if you regularly overload apps from outside Google Play, you should probably install an antivirus app just to be safe. Of course, it's usually best not to use suspicious apps in the first place. There are exceptions, such as installing apps from the Amazon Appstore,
downloading games that you purchased from Humble Indie Bundle, or installing a Swype keyboard from the Swype website, but you probably shouldn't download pirated games from suspicious websites - of course it's just common sense. If you want an antivirus, there are some good free options. Avast! Mobile security for Android is particularly wellreviewed and completely free. Antivirus apps have other features however, this is not the end Android antivirus apps are often full security packages. They often include other useful features such as finding your Android feature that you can use to remotely find your Android phone if you lose it or if it is stolen. This is especially useful as it is not built into
Android. Apps can also Other useful features. For example, avast! offers a Privacy Report feature that sorts installed permission applications so you can see if you have any apps that require too many permissions. Avast! also offers a firewall that allows root users to block certain apps from accessing the Internet. If you want any of these features - particularly
to find my Android anti-theft feature - the Android security app can still be useful. As long as you stick to apps from Google Play, you probably don't need an antivirus - especially if you're using Android 4.2 or later. Most Android malware comes from third-party app stores and apps downloaded from suspicious websites. To be safe, check the permissions of
the apps you install. I have one question: why do you have so many apps installed on your Android TV? You know how that all those things you set just to try, then never used again? Yes, that's it. It's about the time you've cleared that little set-top box of yours, so you can make room for new things that you'll only use once. It's a vicious cycle. There are
actually several different ways to go about uninstalling apps on Android TV. Luckily we have you covered on both. Let's do it. How to remove apps directly from Launcher As of Android 6.0, you can not only organize how your apps are presented on the launcher, but also remove them quickly and easily. The first thing you want to do is go to the app that you
would like to remove and then press it long using the choice button on the remote control. When the background of the screen turns gray, you are in the edit menu. There's a trash can at the bottom - just move the app to this can and then click the selection button. This will translate you into the Uninstall app menu. Choose OK to completely remove the app
from your device. Once it's finished, you'll be back in the home screen layout editing menu where you can either continue uninstalling apps that you no longer want, or quit completely. How to remove apps from the Settings menu While this method also works on Android 6.0, this is the only way that apps can be locked on Android TV 5.x. First, go to the
Settings menu, scroll to the bottom of the home screen and select the cog icon. Scroll from there until you see Settings and Reset, and then select it. There are several options in this menu: Internal Storage and Data Reset Factory. You need the first one. This menu will break everything that takes place on your Android TV box, but we are only interested in
the first Here: Apps. Pick this. The section is divided into several categories, but the most interested is Downloaded Apps. This includes all the apps you installed on the field, both from Play Play and the ones you sideloaded. Scroll until you find the one you want to delete and then select it. A new menu with a few options opens - just scroll down to Uninstall
and select it. The Uninstall menu will now be open - just select OK to completely remove the app. That's it, you're done. Although a little confusing and more confusing than it should be, uninstalling apps on Android 5.x are still a relatively simple process. It's even easier once your device is updated to 6.0 (or upcoming Android N). The good news is that you go
back to binge watching Netflix and eat Doritos at some time, no matter what method you should (or choose) to use. Use.
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