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For other uses, see The Deerslayer (disambiguation). The Deerslayer First edition of authorJames Fenimore CooperCountryUnited StatesLanguageEnglishSeriesLeatherstocking TalesGenreAdventure novel, Historical Novel Published 1841 (Lea &amp; Blanchard: Philadelphia)Media typePrint Paperback)Pages560 pp in two volumesPreceded by The
Pathfinder, or The Inland Sea (1840) The Deerslayer, or The First War-Path (1841) was James Fenimore Cooper's last novel in his Leather Tales. His period of time 1740-1745 makes it the first installment chronologically and in the life of Leatherstocking's tales hero, Natty Bumppo. The setting for the novel in Lake Otsego, in central New York state, is the
same as that of The Pioneers, the first of the Leatherstocking Tales to be published (1823). The Deerslayer is considered the prequel to the rest of the series. Fenimore Cooper begins her work by relating the astonishing advancement of civilization in New York state, which is the setting for four of her five Leatherstocking Tales. Argument The Liberation of
Hutter and Hurry This novel presents Natty Bumppo as Deerslayer: a young frontier in the early 18th century in New York, who opposes the practice of taking scalp, on the argument that every living being must follow the gifts of their nature, which would prevent European Americans from taking scalps. Two characters who are really looking to take scalp are
henry March (aka Hurry Harry) and the former pirate 'Floating Tom' Hutter, whom Deerslayer is en route to an encounter with the latter's lifelong friend Chingachgook (who first appeared as Indian John in The Pioneers). Shortly before the appointment, Hutter's residence is besieged by indigenous hurons, and Hutter and March sneak into the stalkers' camp
to kill and scalp as many as they can; But they are caught in the act, and later rescued by Bumppo, Chingachgook, and Hutter's daughters Judith and Hetty. Bumppo and Chingachgook plan to rescue wah-ta-wah (alias 'Hist') from the hurons; But when he rescues her, Bumppo is captured. Hurry up fighting with the Indians, but he is finally captured In his
absence, the Hurons invade Hutter's house, and Hutter is staggered alive. On her death bed, she confesses that Judith and Hetty were not her birth daughters, and Judith determines to discover the identity of her natural father; But his research reveals only that his mother had been of aristocratic descent, and had married 'Floating Tom' after the collapse of
an illicit affair. Later, Judith tries and fails to rescue Deerslayer; and they are all finally saved when March returns with English reinforcements, who slaughter the hurons and mortally insoil Hetty. After Hetty's death, proposes to marry Deerslayer, but is rejected, and is last described as the paranimph of one of the Fifteen years later, Bumppo and
Chingachgook return to the site to find Hutter's house in ruins. Criticism The brunt of Mark Twain's satire and criticism of Cooper's writing, Fenimore Cooper's Literary Offenses (1895), fell on The Deerslayer and The Pathfinder. Twain wrote at the beginning of the essay: In a Deerslayer post, and in the restricted space of two-thirds of a page, Cooper has
scored 114 offences against literary art out of a possible 115. Break the record. [1] He then lists 18 of the 19 rules governing literary art in the domain of romantic fiction that Cooper violates in The Deerslayer. Cooper's defenders have criticized Twain's essay as unfair and distorted. Cooper scholars Lance Schachterle and Kent Ljungquist write: Twain's
deliberate mis-reading of Cooper has been devastating.... Twain valued the economics of style (a possible but not necessary criterion), but this concision simply was not a feature of the work of many novelists of the early 19th century. [3] Similarly, John McWilliams comments: Hilarious though Twain's essay is, it is valid only within his own narrow and
sometimes ill-applied criteria. If Twain is attacking Cooper's diction or Hawkeye's follow-up exploits, his strategy is to accuse Cooper of a small inaccuracy, reconstruct the surrounding narrative or the surrounding phrase, and then produce the whole set as evidence that Cooper's kind of English would prevent anyone from seeing reality. [4] In Carl Van
Doren's opinion, the book is essentially a romance, at the same time considerably realistic. The dialect is careful, the craftsmanship of words generally sounds. The movement is fast, the incidents varied, and the piece as a whole absorbent. The reality of the piece comes mainly from the reasoned presentation of the central question: the leather-half conflict
between the forces that draw it in the forest and those who seek to attach it to its human type. Van Doren calls Judith Hutter one of the few compelling young women in Cooper's works; of the minor characters only the burning young Chingachgook and the silly Hetty Hutter ask for his notice. [5] D. H. Lawrence called The Deerslayer one of the most beautiful
and perfect books in the world: impeccable as a gem and concentration of gems. [6] Comic Adaptations The French comic artist Jean Ache adapted the story to a jeudi-matin comic in 1949. [7] 1913 film: The Deerslayer, starring Harry T. Morey and Wallace Reid. Shot in Lake Otsego, the real setting of the novel. Shot in 1911, released two years later. 1920:
The Deerslayer and Chingachgook, a German film starring Béla Lugosi as Chingachgook. This was the first part of the two-part Silent Lederstrumpf film. 1943: Deerslayer, starring Bruce Kellogg and Jean Parker. 1957: The Deerslayer, starring Lex Barker and Rita Moreno. 1967: Chingachgook, die große Schlange, a red Westerner from East Germany
studios, starring Gojko Mitić. 1990: Зверобой, a Soviet version. 1994: Hawkeye (1994 TV series), starring Lee Horsley and Lynda Carter, the eighth episode Out Of The Past tells how Henry March came to kill Natty Bumppo after Judith's death, fifteen years after the events of The Deerslayer. Radio In 1932, the Leatherstocking Tales were adapted as a
thirteen-part serial radio drama. It is directed and performed by Charles Fredrick Lindsay and contains both Deerslayer and Last of the Mohicans. TV A made-for-television film was released in 1978. The film was directed by Richard Friedenberg and starred Steve Forrest as Hawkeye. ^ Twain, Mark. ^ Fenimore Cooper's Literary Offenses. Mark Twain in his
time. University of Virginia. Retrieved 6 December 2013. ^ Schachterle, Lance &amp;& Ljungquist, Kent &amp; Myerson, Joel (Editor) (1988). Fenimore Cooper's literary defences: Twain and the text of The Deerslayer. Studies in the American Renaissance. Retrieved 19 August 2015. ^ 401–417.CS1 maint: use authors parameter (link) ^ Schachterle &amp;;
Ljungquist, p. 410 ^ Literary crimes by Fenimore Cooper (Introduction). Twain's Indians. University of Virginia. Retrieved 31 December 2012. ^ Doren, Carl Van (1920). Deerslayer, The . In Rines, George Edwin (ed.). Encyclopaedia Americana. ^ Ellis, Dave (1998). D. H. Lawrence: Dying Game 1922-1930. 1,0 1,1 1, Modify scoring: p. 100. ^ External links
Wikisource original text related to this article: The Deerslayer The Deerslayer at Project Gutenberg The Deerslayer public domain audiobook at LibriVox Retrieved from © 1996-2014, Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates Although this book was the last of the Leatherstocking Tales series (which follows the life of hunter and backwoods explorer Natty Bumpo --
Leatherstocking and Deerslayer are two of the various nicknames you will have during your career) to be written, It is actually the first in the internal chronology of the series, Set in 1744 at the outbreak of the King George's War(This was one of several English vs. French wars in North America). , which led to the French and Indian wars represented in The
Last of the Mo Although this book was the last in the Leatherstocking Tales series (which follows the life of wood hunter and explorer Natty Bumpo --Leatherstocking and Deerslayer are two of the various nicknames he will have during his career) to be written, it is actually the first in the internal chronology of the series, set in 1744 in the outbreak of the War
Neither the date nor the name of the war is explicitly in the book, but however tracks are supplied to make them clear.) Having read two books in the off-duty series, as an undergraduate and high school student, I had resolved, after this long parenthesis, to finally read the entire corpus, as close to the internal order as I could. Now that I have finished this, my
only regret is that I have waited so long; it's the best of Cooper's works I've read yet. The cover copy of this classic 1982 Bantam print (not the same edition that Goodreads previously represents) characterizes it as Cooper's masterpiece. Since I have only read three of his other novels, I cannot say for sure if this is true; but I think it may well be. We meet for
the first time with about 22-year-old Natty here about to reach Lake Otsego, in the Appalachian Mountains of New York, just west of Albany (the back of the real-life settlement of Cooperstown, where the author grew up). An orphan raised by the Delaware Indians (as this emerged is not explained in this book), he is on his way to meet his Indian friend
Chingachgook in an initially undisclosed assignment, and traveling in company with the slightly older trapper Henry Hurry Harry March, just because they are bound to the same place. March is interested in visiting the lake's residents: widow, mysterious (and perhaps gloomy) Floating Tom Hutter, who has built a residence/fortress in a shoal well off the lake,
and his two daughters, Judith and weak-minded Hetty. It is a situation already full of danger and suspense, because the recent outbreak of war makes isolated settlers like these likely targets for gangs of the Indian allies of the French. The main events in history (with the exception of a kind of epilogue --which Cooper handles here much better than he does in
The Spy) take place in less than a week; but an enormous amount of adventure and moral judgment and growth occurs in this lapse. All of the works of the author I had previously read were early; this is a much more mature work, and it shows. Cooper's diction here is no more elaborate and orotund than that of most romantic-era fiction (and that's also the
case with The Spy; I'm starting to think that the fullness of The Last of the Mohicans is more unique to this work than a general flaw in Cooper's style). His approach to storytelling, to be sure, is slow and deliberate; uses great words if they serve their purpose, constructs complex phrases, and is not afraid of the occasional direct address to the reader. But
these characteristics do not bother me; and the story he tells is absorbing (even suspenseful and tense), well-constructed and emotionally powerful; this is romantic historical fiction at its best. In addition, it is the vehicle for deep moral reflection and it is built into the fabric of history and naturally animates it as blood and breathing encourage the human body.
This aspect is more pronounced here than in any Cooper's novel I've read, and that's what elevates him into five-star territory. Both Balzac and James Russell Lowell (in cooper's satirical poem, one of several literary criticisms he wrote in the poetic form of other authors of his time) blame Cooper for not being particularly acute in his characterizations.
(Although, Balzac rated him very generally.) Lowell was particularly caustic about Cooper's female characters, considering them all sappy and flat, and essentially indistinct. But by now, I've read enough of Cooper to judge this by myself, and in a way reject it--and no Cooper novel furnished as grist for a rebuttal like this, because all the important characters
here are heavily drawn and distinguished, and live with considerable reality. We have more sense of Natty's inner character here than we do in any of the first two books in the series that are written, and I would say that's true of Chingachgook as well. Judith Hutter is anything but sappy or flat, and Hetty is sui generis. (Some of Cooper's wives deserve
Lowell's strictness --Alice in The Last of the Mohicans comes to mind; but that's mainly because it's overshadowed by Cora, which is another exception to the indictment; and Frances Wharton in The Spy is another. And there's no Cooper novel I've read that's without some distinctively drawn and memorable male characters, too. In my review of the last of
the Mohicans, I mentioned (and refuted) Mark Twain's criticism of this work in Fenimore Cooper's Literary Crimes, but noted that he reserved most of his artillery for The Deerslayer. His main criticism is for the scene where hutter's Ark, or barge powered by oars and sailing, passes a point where indians are waiting in a tree to ambush him, and successfully
passes before any of them can make a permanent landing on the ship, most of them falling into the water. With a great show of supposed plausibility, it aims to mathematically prove that it is impossible for a ship to go so fast, and ridiculous to assume it could. (When I read Twain's collected essays as a teenager, I noted that in controversies, intellectually
dishonest ridicule is a tactic I generally preferred about reasoned argumentation, so his essays have never commanded the same respect as those of some other writers of his time; and this case is no exception.) It is enough to say that his argument depends on his assumption about the dimensions of the ship and its possible speed, and that when you read
the actual passage and compare it to Twain's description of it, it is Twain who seems ridiculous. His (hyperbolic) claim that Cooper overuses the in this series, of people revealing their whereabouts in the forest by stepping on a twig also falls flat here; some characters avoid doing so, and a deer does (I've actually personally listened to a doing this in the
Appalachian Forest, which I doubt Twain ever did -- the forests around Anníbal, MO in the 1830s were much less wild than the actual desert), but no human ever does. My only criticism of Cooper's performance here is at an important point of historical accuracy (or, in his case, inaccuracy); It confuses the Irocas and the Hurons as the same tribe, allied with
the French, while in fact they were two different tribal groups, mortal enemies of the other, and the former allied with the British. For a New York native who wrote a lot about Indians (and the Iroques were and are the main Indian group in the state!) and supposedly knew something about them, that's a pretty brilliant mistake. However, their representation of
Indians here is accurate, and not an incomprehensible representation of their attitudes and culture (rich and all). Criticism of Cooper's portrayal as racist, IMO, is unfounded. Natty has, of course, an excessive awareness of his white identity (partly a psychological reaction to growing up as a minority of one in another culture --and as Cooper makes clear in
the Preface, Natty's prejudices are not necessarily his own prejudices); But it respects Indian culture and beliefs and recognizes Indians as human companions of no less value than their own, in strong contrast to the racist attitudes of March and Hutter. Personally, I found that one of the best features of the book. I definitely intend to read more for this writer; i
have earned a place on my favorite writers list! ... More... More
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