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Roger A. Friedman is a Professor of Physics at the University of California, Santa Barbara, USA. At UCSB, Dr. Friedman taught both the Department of Physics and the College of Creative Studies, a branch of the university designed for highly gifted and motivated students. He has published research in nuclear physics,
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The Universe (Freeman) and The Study of Astronomy (Freeman). Robert M. Geller teaches and conducts research in astrophysics at the University of California, Santa Barbara, USA. Using data from the Hubble Space Telescope, it is currently involved in the search for bursts of lights that are predicted to occur when a
supermassive black hole engulfs a star. Dr. Gellar also pays great attention to education, and he received the award for Outstanding Teachers at UCSB in 2003. William Kaufman Ill (deceased) was the author of the first four editions of the Universe. During his career, he has held positions at the Griffith Observatory in
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explores the use of magnetotactatic bacteria to improve the effectiveness of radiation therapy in the treatment of cancer. Dr. Geller also pays great attention to education, and he received the award for Outstanding Teachers at UCSB in 2003. His hobbies include rock climbing, and he built an unusual telescope with
lenses made of water. William Kaufman Il was the author of the first four editions of the Universe. Born on December 27, 1942, in New York City, he often visited Hayden's magnificent planetarium when he was growing up. Dr. Kaufmann received a Bachelor of Physics degree from Adelphi University in 1963, a master's
degree in physics from Rutgers University in 1965 and a Ph.D. in Astrophysics from Indiana University in 1968. At 27, he became the youngest director of any major planetarium in the United States when he headed the Griffith Observatory in Los Angeles. During his career, he has also held positions at San Diego State
University, the University of California, the University of California, Caltech and the University of lllinois. Throughout his professional life as a scientist and educator, Dr. Kaufmann has worked to bridge the gap between the scientific community and the public to help the public share in the achievements of astronomy. A
prolific author, his numerous books include Black Hole and Distorted Space Time, Relativity and Cosmology, Cosmic Frontiers of General Relativity, Study of the Solar System, Planets and Moons, Stars and Nebulas, Galaxy and Quasars, and Supercomputers and Transforming Sciences. Dr. Kaufmann died in 1994.
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