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Whether your Android phone has an amazing camera or mediocre, there are many apps in Google Play that will help you take the best photos with it. We believe that the FX HOOM camera is the best of these options, not only because it packs powerful features, but it will help you learn how to make better photos as
well. The FX camera is still our favorite camera app for Android, but it's been a while since we reviewed its features, tested the competition, and explained why it's still our choice for the best you can get. The SUOM FX camera has grown a lot over time, and while the competition is strong, we still feel it deserves a nod.
Here's a fresh look. Camera zUM FX Platform: Android Price: $2.99 Download PageFeaturesAuto-Focus and click on focus modesHardware customization options, Including white balance, night mode shooting, ISO, focus accounting, exposure, contrast, saturation, and more (as long as your equipment supports it)
gesture and multitouch support, including a pinch to zoom in, click to focus, and click to shootBurst shooting mode, which supports up to 20 shots per secondCustomizable mesh attachment (so you can use the rule of the third Horizon level indicator (never to be photographed again)Stable shot meter and shooting mode
(with crosshairs, That flash red when the camera moves)Setting all the hardware buttons on your phone and assigning them to camera functions, such as zooming in on volume-controlled time spans for shots and long exposures ofSelf TimerVoice and sound-influenced triggers: Clap or speak to take a photorear and
control shutter ControlOver 40 different photo filters and effects such as sloping shifts, vignettes, LOMO, retro, toy cameras, and PolaroidDozens photo presets for one-touch personalizationReal-time digital zoomGeotagging photos using your phone's GPSPreserves EXIF and other metadata with your photosAutosave
images when you take theirLive previews of photo effects and filters before applying themSt any editing tools, including so you can build an instant collage of photos that you just take , Twitter, Flickr, and moreDownloadable leather packs, borders, frames, props, shutter animation, and other additionsTho it excels camera
zUM FX is even more packed with features and photo tools now than it ever was. The app does a great job of giving you end-to-end photo shooting, editing and sharing experiences where you can use the app to take great photos, edit and touch them the way you like, add and other post-processing and then share it
online or with friends on Twitter, Facebook, or any other app you want to click on the photo. Even if you don't use editing or customization features, it's still a fantastic camera app, packed packed composition tools, timers, audio-controlled shooting modes and settings to help you take the best photos with your Android
device. These are the composition tools that really send the FX camera over the top though. Many camera apps have stickers and frames and filters, and that's fine if you like to use them, but it will actually help you build the best photography habits by teaching you the rule of thirds, looking for a golden ratio in your
shots, or by helping you make sure you level with the horizon. A stable shooting mode will make sure that none of your photos are blurred or poorly focused, and click on focus ensures that you always highlight the object you want to be in the spotlight. Best of all, each of these features is so easy to use it's refreshing. A
lot has changed in the world of android camera applications since we originally crowned Camera S'5 FX as our favorite, but what hasn't changed is the developer's commitment to adding new features, improving existing features and updating the interface and layout of the already great camera application without
dropping support for old devices and various hardware. The FX OM camera is still the winner, and is usually a bargain (it's often on sale at least 40% off), and a huge improvement over almost any stock camera app. We keep trying other apps and we still think it's one of the most powerful. Where it falls the short camera
of the zUM FX is great, but it's not perfect. It's long been missing HDR mode, as some other camera apps have stepped up to turn on, and it can't take panoramic shots even if your hardware supports panorama photography. It's a bit of a bummer, but given the widespread support for OS apps (Android 1.6) that may
have something to do with it. However, given other camera apps definitely have these features, it's a bit of a thorn in the side to find them missing. It's important to remember that the FX CAMERA is at best a replacement camera app, even if it's trying to do a little bit of everything. What it does, it does well, but if you're
looking for all the filters and tons of photo effects for what's available here, you'll have to look at some of the apps below. Similarly, if you want more detailed editing and post-processing features, you should look elsewhere. Both of these things are OK though, since we're talking about the camera app here, not the
personalization app or photo editor. The FV-5 camera contest ($4, Free Lite version) has been around for a while, but only recently it's gotten good enough to really pay attention to and the boy did it get it good. It packs in tons of features, and developers have moved on to adding useful shooting features over and
effects. You can control hardware settings such as white balance, exposure time, diaphragm, light meter and so on, and the viewfinder even has an RGB histogram right here, here, in real time. You'll find all the other useful features from other apps here too-tilt-shift shooting, auto-focus and click-on focus, long exposure
support, work. Its only drawback is that the interface can be a bit overwhelming as a result of all the features. The vignette ($3) is still around and kicking, and it's a great option if you're looking for an elegant shooting interface and more filters and post-processing effects than you can shake the stick on. It looks great, it's
a joy to use, and can do a lot of other apps here can do, including tilt shift photos, cross-process, duotone, LOMO, toy camera, and more. The only downside to vignettes is that, being elegant and useful, it's also a little easier on features and shooting modes. Still, if other camera apps are overkill but you still want to step
up from the stock, try it out. Cameras360 Ultimate (Free) grew out of the old Camera360 app, which was most notable for its HDR shooting mode. The latest version so far has it there, along with some other useful features such as photo effects, fast sharing, support for Sony's phone-mounted lenses, and a very easy-touse interface. The interface is great at guiding you straight to the type of shooting mode you may want, but the problem with the app is that it's gotten progressively bloated and bogged down with features that aren't too useful and have little to do with taking good photos-just gimmicky ones. It also got to be the biggest of
storage pigs, weighing in at 21mb. The focus camera (free) we mentioned earlier is better known as the camera that used to be complete with CyanogenMod. It's available now as a standalone download, and packs features such as HDR shooting, panorama shooting, photosphere, explosion shooting modes, self and
auto timers, and more. This little buggy on some devices is definitely still a beta, and doesn't support anything running less than Jelly Bean 4.2, but if you need HDR or panorama, it's more than worth a look. Android (4.1 ): Focus, the camera app from CyanogenMod, is a pretty powerful photo and video with More Your
Camera default app slightly different on each phone (Motorola will be different from HTC, which is different from Samsung and so on), but overall they don't offer a ton in the way of power. Some are better than others, and include a tap-to-shoot or tap-in focus, and some even give you these delicious equipment settings
like white balance control and exposure times, but they're often buried in menus if they're there at all. They will do as a last resort, and while they are definitely a competition, their only advantage is their simplicity (which is nice, sometimes). It's obviously not Camera apps are out there, but they are by far the best. If you
use one we didn't mention, please share it with us in the comments. Also, be sure to check out our list of the best photos for Android for more amazing apps. The camera in your Android device can range from exceptional to scary, depending on the model... Lifehacker's App Directory is a new and growing catalog of
recommendations for the best apps and tools in a number of these categories. File managers may be a dime a dozen on Android, but Solid Explorer stands out from the package. With advanced features for managing and viewing files, both on your phone and remotely, this is our new favorite file manager. Update:
Recently, our previous selection of ES File Explorer has started adding some shady advertising to its free version. The paid version ($2.99) is reportedly still safe, but we decided to update our main selection to reflect this new development. Solid ExplorerPlatform: AndroidPrice: $1.99 after 14-day free trial Download
PageFeaturesBasic file management feature: copy, Insert, cut, create, delete, rename, share and send files stored on your SD card or internal memory Select multiple files simultaneouslyBrowse Collections of Photos, Music and Video in one place Installing, installing and deleting apps, and explore the structure of files in
appsOpen, read, extract and decrypt, 7-EP, RAR and TAR filesManage cloud files on Dropbox, Box, OneDrive, Google Drive, Sugarsync, Copy, Mediafire, Owncloud, and YandexAdd more storage options with plug-ins for Amazo, Mega, and moreLock access to network sites with passwordUse root access to perform
only root actionsBatch renaming Large group files immediately with regular expressions or variablesWhich access to files with FTP, SFTP, WebDav, and SMB/CIFS customers' customers Bookmark folders to quickly access laterView images and listen to audio with a built-in media player on your ChromecastCustomize
primary and accent color scheme , dark and black background themes Material design interfaceD he ExcelsSolid Explorer covers almost all the beats you'd expect from a file manager almost flawlessly. Collections allow you to view all your photos, music and videos in one place. You can connect cloud storage accounts,
such as Dropbox, to remotely manage your files. It also has the support of remote access protocols such as FTP, and you can even use it as a root file manager. Even for advanced users, it packs a punch. On top of that, it's also great. While most file design managers are stuck somewhere between 2009 and the Stone
Age, Solid Explorer makes it a priority to stick to Google Material Design specs. You can also customize your themes and colors and even choose between light and dark themes because there really isn't reasons the file manager should blind you. Where it falls ShortWhile we prefer to choose a free app when we can,
Solid Explorer does not get into this camp. You can try it for free for two weeks, but after that, you'll have to fork out $2 to keep using it. On top of that, also charges for some plugins like Mega, and even offers extra icon packages for more money. It's annoying, but most add-ons are free or optional. The plus is that you at
least know where Solid Explorer gets its money from. Since our last choice was pulled for adding sketchy advertising, we'll call it a mixed blessing rather than a direct negative. CompetitionThe free version of ES File Explorer may have lost our recommendation, but if you don't want to say goodbye, you should at least
check out ES File Explorer Pro. For $2.99, all built-in apps offer and junkware are removed, and there are no ads. It still has all the bells and whistles that we used, like, including remote access to files, qIP support, and an application manager. Of course, most of the same features are in Solid Explorer for $1 less. FX File
Explorer is also a great option for users who like to design an ES Explorer file but don't want to be junk. The free version covers the basics of local file management, while you can pay $2.99 to unlock advanced features such as cloud or network storage and app manager. For mainstream users, the free version gives an
edge over Solid Explorer, but advanced users will end up paying a little more for the big guns. Although, at the time of writing, FX File Explorer is running a sale, bringing the price to $1.99, particularly aimed at court users of ES File Explorer.It it's also worth noting that if you don't need much from your file manager,
Android N will have you covered as well. Google began to build a basic file manager in the system itself. You can copy and move files, rename files and folders, and create new folders within the system itself. It's a far cry from the advanced features of other apps on this list, and Android N hasn't even been released yet,
but if you're one of the few running N Preview or reading it in the future with an Android N device, you might not need a full file manager app.
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