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Screenshot: David MurphyiOS/Android: Second everyone started talking about this crazy new smartphone feature called Augmented Reality, I thought two things: Most AR apps and games will be gimmicky AF, and I sure hope someone makes a great measurement of the app because I keep my tape wrong. Apple and Google have their own measurement apps for iOS and
Android, respectively. The first arrived courtesy of iOS 12 public beta, and the second launched for all ARCore compatible devices a week ago. Sure, most people probably only have one smartphone, so the choice was made for you, but I'm still curious: How does each app measure up? I have both the iPhone 8 Plus and the Pixel 2, so I thought I'd take everyone on a short
journey through my house to see how accurate they are when measuring everyday objects. While I'm not going to toss my tape measure into the trash just yet, there are definitely times when it's more convenient to use an app to measure an item or at least get a decent idea of how big it can be. Update (6/30): Just a quick moment of clarification. I'm trying to get as close as
possible with each dimension, knowing completely well that each app can be a little fussy about the end points. Apple can snap on the edge of something that doesn't really edge, while Google measuring the dots you're dragging have this strange flicker effect underneath, making it tricky to be incredibly accurate. Not to mention that each app does airplane detection differently,
which can reset it all. Generally speaking, both apps do a decent job of evaluating measurements, and Apple is a little more accurate if nothing else, than it's easier to navigate and press the measuring point than dragging awkward sliders around that I discuss in the conclusion of the article. Round 1: A Drinking GlassEvery writer needs a good glass of drinking on his desk,
whether it's your water preferences or something a little more fun to get you through the 2,000-word daily quota. I'm not going to go into how each app uses ARCore or ARKit to analyze the real world and discern how big or small things are, because we'll be here all day. Instead, let's go straight to the measurements: Apple Measure app (3.5 inches) Google Mera App (3.5
inches)Final results: 3.5 inches! Not bad! Both Apple and Google were in place from the height of the drinking glass. I thought they might have a few issues given the reflective surface of the glass sitting on and the transparency of the glass itself, but they both nailed it. Ten points to each house. Round 2: Tape MeasureIf the app can't measure roulette correctly, particularly the five
inches worth of tape measure- we have a problem. Apple Measure app (5 Google Measure app (5 inches) Another tie! We are on a roll, Apple and Google. Ten more points for both as I begin to ponder how long it may take to create a second Triwizard Cup. Round 3: Pua PigWhile I'm not sure how often I need specific measurements for Pua, the loving pig from the Moana movie,
it never hurts to have this information in my back pocket. We look at the length and height this time (not the width as Pua is sensitive to such things). Apple Measure app (10.5 inches) Google Measure app (11.5 inches)The actual length of Pua: 10 inches (meow to muzzle) Apple Measure app (8.5 inches) Google Mera app (8 inches)The actual height of Pua: the 8 inchApple
Measure app was generally closer in its measurements than Google, due to a fairly large number of google app tacked further to the length of the Pua. However, the Google app nailed the height perfectly, while the Apple app has never had any measurements on the nose. While Pua is neither a horse nor a hand grenade, I could go with Apple on this, simply because the semiresidency is a much more forgiving distance than an inch and a half. Round 4: The MirrorSo bathroom, this one is a bit unfair because I had a pretty strong suspicion that the way ARCore tracks airplanes would make it impossible to get a reading from a mirror attached to the wall. Apple wins by default on this only for being able to take measurements (in a dirty space no less), but
how accurate was its digital assumption? Apple Measure app (27.5 inches)Actual mirror measurement: 29 inches Google measurement: 0, but I got a lot of exercise swinging my arm around to try to get the app configured. While the Apple Measure app isn't exactly a nail-height mirror, the 1.5-inch difference is at least good enough to ballparking it with an object of this size - just
five percent of its total height. While I might not use the measure if you need to make an exact fit for new home decorations, it's at least good enough to give you a rough idea of how big the object is. Round 5: Giant picture Of MeDon't ask. Well, well, you might ask. It hung in the lobby when I starred in one of the best musicals ever, Forever Plaid. He's sitting on my floor behind
the door, not hanging on the wall, because with the giant picture I'm looking at, I'd feel a little weird. Don't you? According to the Apple Measure app, I'm 25 inches by 32 inches. Google, which hates putting things in inches seems to have me 26 inches across... The final result? 24 inches across... Both applications came within inches of actual horizontal and vertical measurements
for this great photo. The Apple app was a little more accurate because of its stronger horizontal measurement (per inch). Again, I'd use either app to get a general idea of Great object, but not the picture is perfect, needs to form exactly in this measurement space. Round 6: BananaBecause all this dimension made me starve. Apple Apple Measure 7 inch Google Measure app: 7.5
actual banana size: 7 inches I mean, I wouldn't mind an extra half a ton of banana to eat, but Apple nailed the measurements on this. Update (6/30): As stated in the comments below though, google's point measurement app appears smidge from the points the apple app measures. This may well explain the ponchai difference, but overall, the banana is much closer to seven
inches in length (as measured) than 7.5 inches in length, so I think Apple still wins the day. (Anyway, Apple's measurement is smidge short compared to what I actually measured with measuring tape.) However, half an inch is half an inch, and the Google app does note the ponchum variance possible, so there you go. Generally speaking, both apps were nearly enough on the
banana contest that it really isn't a factor in my overall conclusion. I just wanted to make sure that either app doesn't go crazy and say I had a foot-long banana or anything like that. Round 7: Imagine IKEA Furniture Assuming you want to ignore my advice and use your smartphone instead of a ruler or tape measure for important purchases like furniture that should fit in a certain
place, how accurate is each app? Will you even be able to get your FURRLSV through the front door? Apple Measure app: 49 inches long, 23 inches tall Google Measure app: 50 inches long ... Again, no app was measuring perfectly: Apple was two inches long and one inch in height, and Google was three inches long and one inch in height. This test also reminded me of the
importance of making sure that your measurement application is now reasonable. When I first tried measuring the shoe rack, the Apple app quoted a height of more than four feet in height - a bit of an excess. However, I realized that I use the app by hanging out on the shoe rack at an angle, which is not an ideal position if you need the height of the object. Augmented reality apps
are smart, but even sometimes they get confused. As soon as I moved my smartphone to shoot the shoe rack right on, the Apple numbers were a lot more accurate (but not perfect, of course). Winner: Apple Measure AppI in general had a better experience with the Apple Measurement app than the Google Measure app because of the slightly better accuracy of the first and,
more importantly, ease of use. Swinging your smartphone around a bit allowed Apple's app to pick up its planes pretty quickly, and the interface is much faster to work: just point the target at what you want to measure, tap, and move the smartphone while the target is at the end point and then click. Boom. Measurement. The Google app requires you to drag around the markers
and it takes too long. Apple was also better about the auto your goal goal Like that. However, both apps will probably have a lot of improvements in the future, so we'll see how each pan is over the next year or so. These measurement apps, after all, are ideal cases of use for augmented reality- the kinds of applications that everyone with a smartphone will use on a regular basis.
At least I think I'll get a lot more benefit from a virtual ruler than a dinosaur that yells at me in my bathroom or an augmented reality infusion game that I could just play in real life. Disney has quite a lot of media ownership these days. They own ABC, ESPN, Marvel, Lucasfilm, and, soon, Fox. This means that there are a bunch of ways to interact with Disney stuff. However, we
believe that people looking for Disney apps want more classic Disney characters and experiences. We can definitely help with that. Disney, again, is massive. They have movies, TV shows and music in many genres. We can help you find what you are looking for. Here are the best Disney apps for Android.Disney-DisneyNowFANDOMyHeartRadio FamilyInternet TV (link to
Hulu)Movies AnywhereMy Disney ExperienceRedditOfficial Disney appsYouTubePrice: Free trial / $6.99 per month / $12.99 per monthDisney is the biggest disney release app in recent times. It has a bunch of Disney shows and movies along with content from Disney-owned properties (such as The Simpsons) and some original content such as Mandalorian. It's a huge success
for Disney so far, and it's an obvious choice for a list like this. Also, you can get Hulu, Disney and ESPN for $12.99, and it's honestly the best deal to stream right now. It's easily the best Disney app. DisneyNowPrice: Free with TV subscriber loginDisneyNow is Disney's current streaming service. You enter the service with existing information from the TV cable provider and get
access to a bunch of Disney TV content. This includes children's shows, cartoons and live action stuff, classic and new Disney characters, and even Radio Disney. Disney is an excellent streaming service, but you'll still get more day-to-day Disney content from this than you have from Disney, and it's still integrated with your cable TV provider if you still have one. Fandom from
WikiaPrice: Free with adsFandom from Wikia is a community of enthusiasts who create these little wiki pages for various media properties. It used to be a collection of apps for different fandoms, but now it's one app with every theme available. The app usually provides information about characters, movies, TV shows and even some games. It's a neat way to learn some little
things about basically any movie show, or character. Of course, it's a bit of a niche product. Trivia lovers should definitely try this one.iHeartRadio FamilyPrice: Free/$9.99 per month there are several different versions of iHeartRadio. However, for Disney stuff, we recommend iHeartRadio iHeartRadio It has 80 family music stations from a bunch of popular children's shows and
movies. Of course, this includes a lot of Disney content. You can go with a station dedicated to Disney princess songs or just hit up to standard Disney radio for a great mix of music from Disney. Of course, the full version has all these stations as well so current iHeartRadio fans just need to press the search button to find these stations. The premium version adds unlimited passes
and a bunch of other features as well. Internet TV (Sling TV, Hulu, DirecTV Now, etc.) Price: Free/VariesIt easier (and cheaper) to watch TV than ever before. TV services such as Hulu, Sling TV, YouTube TV, PlayStation Vue and DirecTV now all have a bunch of great children's content. Consequently, they all also have access to the Disney Channel along with a bunch of backregistered Disney content. For example, on Hulu, if you subscribe to a live TV service, you get Disney Channel, but also access movies like Pocahontas. The amount of Disney content on the streaming service varies, but you can at least get an actual feed on all of them. Honestly, it's probably better cable than Disney stuff because you get these on-demand titles as long as you
subscribe to the LIVE TV service. In addition, Disney has a Disney, ESPN and Hulu subscription bundle for a pretty big price here. Movies AnywherePrice: Free / Movie Prices varyMovies Everywhere is probably the best app for movies on Google Play. This is not his own standalone streaming service. It's actually a collection of other movie streaming services. You sign your
iTunes, Amazon, Vudu or Google Play. All movies purchased on all these services are now available in one place. The service boasts more than 7,500 movies, and that of course includes tons of Disney movies along with basically every Marvel and Star Wars as well. Disney will most likely have all these movies at Disney when it comes out. Until then, however, this is probably the
best place to actually buy a Disney movie and watch it. The app is sometimes buggy, but it's otherwise pretty good. It also comes with Chromecast support. My Disney/DisneylandPrice experiences: FreeDisneyland and Disney World are two of the most popular holiday destinations in the world. They also both have official applications. The My Disney Experience app focuses
primarily on Disney World. You can use it to plan your vacation as an interactive park map and you can even buy tickets and merch there. The Disneyland app is the same. The app shows you information such as the expected waiting time, the browser restaurant menu and the interaction with the park map. There are apps for all Disney parks separately, including Paris, Hong
Kong and Shanghai. Those who are headed to Disney World or Disneyland should certainly have these app apps Hand. RedditPrice: Free/$3.99 per month/$29.99 a yearReddit is good for many fans and Disney fans are no exception. The site has dozens of subreddits for Marvel properties, Star Wars movies, and of course, classic Disney properties as well. You can talk to other
people who like the things you like and post things you care about. Either way, it's a great way to read news about Star Wars, Marvel, or other Disney properties and discuss these things with other fans. The premium subscription removes advertising and gives you some extra features as well. Disney's official appPrice: Free (usually) We've said it over and over again that Disney is
a huge company. As it turns out, there are a number of official Disney apps for most of these properties. Some examples include the official Star Wars app, the official Marvel app, the ESPN app, the official ABC app, and the list you can go on. These official apps are some of the best ways to interact with a massive list of Disney media companies. For example, you can watch
ABC programs in the ABC app or read about the latest Star Wars news on the Star Wars app. You can even read old Marvel comics in the Marvel app. It really depends on what kind of content each property does, but it's still Disney.YouTubePrice: Free/$12.99 a monthYouTube is an excellent, albeit obvious, choice for a great Disney app. You can basically find any Disney song
ever made there along with a ton of clips and memes from various movies and TV shows. It's also a place to see trailers for upcoming movies or shows, reviews of various toys or games, and basically everything else you can think of. Disney has an official VEVO channel with more than 11 million subscribers. But, again, you probably already knew it all so this part of the list is
actually just some confirmation bias. Yes, YouTube is one of the best apps for Disney fans. You can additionally pay $12.99 per month to remove ads, download videos for offline use, and you get a few other features. If we missed any great Disney apps for Android, tell us about them in the comments! You can also click here to check out our latest Android app and game lists!
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