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Systematic observation example

More systematic observations and ecologically valid studies are urgently needed, although the latter represents considerable ethical challenges. From the Study by Corpus Yerkes in Cambridge, the Corpus Yerkes study involved the systematic observation of male and female chimpanzees housed in the
same cage and given carefully timed feeding. From the Cambridge English Corpus At the center of this work, the main investigative resource is sustained and systematic observation, not experimentation, and is implanted in a way not necessarily restricted to self-examination. From the Cambridge Corpus
Leaving these questions aside, we now consider in more detail the contribution that systematic observation and data analysis can make to phonological theory. From Cambridge English Corpus In terms of neighborhood assessments, one way to facilitate this is to balance census sector data with other
methods of systematic observation of neighborhood conditions assessment. From Cambridge English Corpus The first stage of the screening process should be systematic observation and recording by the teacher. From the Hansard file they are still under systematic observation. From the Hansard
archive information is collected on the battlefield through systematic observation by deployed soldiers and a variety of electronic sensors. From Wikipedia This example is from Wikipedia and can be reused under a CC BY-SA license. The psychology of modern music is mainly empirical; their knowledge
tends to advance based on interpretations of data collected by systematic observation and interaction with human participants. From Wikipedia This example is from Wikipedia and can be reused under a CC BY-SA license. Dunbar's number is not derived from the systematic observation of the number of
relationships that people living in the contemporary world have. From Wikipedia This example is from Wikipedia and can be reused under a CC BY-SA license. These examples are from corporations and web sources. Any opinions in the examples do not represent the opinion of the editors of the
Cambridge Dictionary or Cambridge University Press or its licensors. Observational methods in psychological research imply the observation and description of a subject's behavior. Researchers using the observational method can exercise different amounts of control over the environment in which
observation occurs. This makes observational research a kind of middle ground between the highly controlled method of experimental design and the less structured approach to conducting interviews. Sample behavior Time sampling is a sampling method that involves the acquisition of representative
samples observing individuals at different time intervals. These time intervals can be chosen randomly or If a researcher chooses to use systematic time sampling, the information would only generalize to the period of time in which the observation occurred. In contrast, the goal of random time sampling
would be to be able to generalize at all moments of observation. Depending on the type of study being conducted, any type of time sampling may be appropriate. [1] An advantage to the use of time sampling is that researchers gain the ability to control the contexts to which they will eventually be able to
generalize. However, time sampling is not useful if the event related to the research issue occurs in a rare or unpredictable way, as the event will often be lost in the short observation time. In this scenario, event sampling is most useful. In this sampling style, the researcher allows the event to determine
when observations will occur. For example, if the research question involves observing behavior during a specific holiday, it would be sufficient to sample events instead of time sampling. Situation sampling Situation sampling involves the study of behavior in many different locations and under different
circumstances and conditions. [2] By showing different situations, the researchers reduce the chance that the results obtained are particular to a certain set of circumstances or conditions. For this reason, the sampling of the situation significantly increases the external validity of observational findings. [2]
Compared to when researchers observe only specific types of individuals, researchers using situation allocated sampling can increase the diversity of individuals within their observed sample. Researchers can determine which subjects to observe by systematically selecting the subjects (each 10th student
in a cafeteria, for example) or randomly, in order to obtain a representative sample of all subjects. [2] For a good example of situation allocated sampling, see this laFrance and Mayo study on differences in the use of eye direction as a regulatory mechanism in conversation. In this study, pairs of
individuals were observed in university cafeterias, restaurants, airport waiting rooms and hospitals and fast-food stores in commercial districts. By sampling the situation, the researchers were able to observe a wide range of people who differ in age, gender, race and socioeconomic class, thus increasing
the external validity of their research findings. Direct observational methods Observation without intervention If researchers wish to study how subjects typically behave in a given environment, they will want to use observation without intervention, also known as naturalistic observation. This type of
observation is useful because it allows observers to see how individuals act in natural environments, rather than most artificial scenario of a laboratory or experiment. A natural environment can be defined as a place where behavior typically occurs and which has not been organized specifically for the
purpose of Behavior. [2] Direct observation is also necessary if researchers want to study something that is unethical to control in the laboratory. For example, THE IRB does not allow researchers interested in investigating verbal abuse among adolescent couples to place couples in laboratory
environments where verbal abuse is encouraged. However, when placing yourself in a public space where this abuse may occur, one can observe this behavior without being responsible for causing it. Naturalistic observation can also be used to verify external validity, allowing researchers to examine
whether the study findings generalize real-world scenarios. Naturalistic observation can also be conducted instead of structured experiments when implementing an experiment that would be very expensive. Observations without intervention can be either open (which means that the subjects are aware
that they are being observed) or covered up (which means that the subjects are not aware). There are several disadvantages and limitations to naturalistic observation. One is that it does not allow researchers to make cause statements about the situations they observe. For this reason, the behavior can
only be described, not explained. In addition, there are ethical concerns related to the observation of individuals without their consent. One way to avoid this problem is to interrogate the subjects after observing them, and ask for their consent, before using the observations for research. This tactic would
also help avoid one of the pitfalls of open observation, in which observers ask for consent before the observation begins. In these situations, when the subjects know that they are being observed, they can change their behavior in an attempt to become more admirable. Naturalistic observation can also be
time consuming, sometimes requiring dozens of observation sessions that last much of each day to collect information about the behavior of interest. Finally, as behavior is perceived so subjectively, it is possible for different observers to perceive different things, or draw different conclusions from their
observations. Observation with intervention Most psychological research uses observation with some intervention component. Reasons for intervening include: precipitating or causing an event that typically occurs with little nature or is difficult to observe; systematically vary the qualities of a stimulus event
in order to investigate the limits of an organism's response; to have access to a situation or event that is usually closed to scientific observation; to organize conditions for important background events to be controlled and consequent behaviors can be easily observed; and establish a comparison by
manipulating independent variables to determine their about behavior. [2] There are three different methods of steering observation with intervention: participant observation, structured observation and and Experiences. Participant observation Participant observation is characterized as indisfarmable or
disguised. In indisfarmable observation, the observed individuals know that the observer is present for the purpose of collecting information about their behavior. This technique is often used to understand the culture and behavior of groups or individuals. [2] In contrast, in disguised observation, the
observed individuals do not know that they are being observed. This technique is often used when researchers believe that individuals under observation can change their behavior as a result of knowing they were being registered. [2] For a large example of undercover research, see the Rosenhan
experiment in which several researchers seek admission to twelve different mental hospitals to observe patient-team interactions and diagnosis and release of patient procedures. There are several benefits to making participants' observation. First, participant research allows researchers to observe
behaviors and situations that are not normally open to scientific observation. In addition, participant research allows the observer to have the same experiences as the people under study, which can provide important insights and understandings of individuals or groups. [2] However, there are also several
disadvantages in making the participants' observation. First, participating observers may sometimes lose their objectivity as a result of participating in the study. This usually happens when observers begin to identify with the individuals under study, and this threat usually increases as the degree of
observer participation increases. Second, participating observers may unduly influence individuals whose behavior they are recording. This effect is not easily evaluated, however, generally more prominent when the group being observed is small, or if the activities of the participant observer are prominent.
Finally, the disguised observation raises some ethical questions regarding the obtaining of information without the knowledge of the respondents. For example, observations collected by an observer who participates in an internet chat room discussing how racists advocate racial violence can be seen as
incriminating evidence collected without the interviewees' knowledge. The dilemma here is, of course, that if informed consent were obtained from participants, respondents would probably choose not to cooperate. [2] Structured observation Structured observation represents a compromise between the
non-passive intervention of naturalistic observation and the systematic manipulation of independent variables and precise control characterized by experiments [2] Structured observation may occur in a natural or laboratory environment. Within structured observation, the observer often intervenes to
cause an event to occur, or to configure a situation so that events can be more easily logged than they do. without intervention. [2] Such a situation often makes use of a Confederate who creates a situation to observe behavior. Structured observation is often employed by clinical and developmental
psychologists, or to study animals in nature. One benefit to structured observation is that it allows researchers to record behaviors that can be difficult to observe using naturalistic observation, but that are more natural than the artificial conditions imposed in the laboratory. However, problems in the
interpretation of structured observations can occur when the same observation procedures are not followed between observations or observers, or when important variables are not controlled through observations. [2] Field experiments In field experiments, researchers manipulate one or more independent
variables in a natural environment to determine the effect on behavior. This method represents the most extreme form of intervention in observational methods, and researchers are able to exercise more control over the study and its participants. [2] Field experiments allow researchers to make causative
inferences of their results and therefore increases external validity. However, confusion can decrease the internal validity of a study, and ethical issues may arise in studies involving high risk. [2] For a great example of a field experiment study, see this study by Milgram, Liberty, Toledo, and Wackenhut
exploring the relationship between the single spatial configuration of the queue and the means by which its integrity is defended. as well as the one that predicts the future. Indirect observational methods Indirect observational observation can be used if you want to be totally discrete in your observation
method. This can often be useful if a researcher is addressing a particularly sensitive topic that would likely cause reactivity in the subject. There are also potential ethical concerns that are avoided by the use of the indirect observational method. Evidence of physical trait The investigation of evidence of
physical traits involves examining the remnants of the subject's past behavior. These remnants can be any number of items, and are usually divided into two main categories. Usage traces indicate whether or not an item is used. Fingerprints, for example, fall into the category of traces of use, along with
candy wits, cigarette boxes and numerous other objects. In contrast, products are creations or behavior artifacts. An example of a product can be a painting, a song, a dance, or television. Considering that the traits of use tell us more about the behavior of an individual, the products speak more of
contemporary cultural themes. Examine evidence of physical traits an invaluable tool for psychologists as they can get information in this way that they may not normally be able to obtain through other observational techniques. One issue with this research method is the subject matter Validity. It may not
always be the case for physical traits to accurately inform us about people's behavior, and additional evidence is needed when acquiring evidence of physical traits to prove their findings. Archival records Archiving records are documents that describe people's activities over a given period of time or time.
Execution records are continuously updated. Episodic records, on the other hand, describe specific events that only happened once. Archival records are especially useful since they can be used as supplementary evidence for evidence of physical traits. This keeps the entire observational study data
collection process totally discrete. However, one should also be careful about the risk of selective filing, which is the selective addition and omission of information to an archive record. There could easily be neglected biases inherent in many file records. Recording behavior There are qualitative and
quantitative means of recording observations. To communicate qualitative information, observers rely on narrative records. This can consist of video images, audio recordings, or field notes. Video images, for example, are useful to reduce the effect that the presence of observers can have on subjects.
Quantitative measurements can be recorded through measurement scales. Observers may be interested in checking lists, marking how often a particular behavior occurs, or how long it lasts. [3] Vieses and observers influence inter-observer reliability See also: Inter-rater reliability Inter-observer reliability
is the extent to which two or more observers agree with each other. Researchers can help promote greater reliability of interobservers by clearly defining the constructs they are interested in measuring. If there is low reliability among observers, it is likely that the construction being observed is very
ambiguous, and observers are all transmitting their own interpretations. For example, in Donna Eder's study on peer relationships and popularity for high school girls, it was important for observers to internalize a uniform definition of friendship and popularity. [4] Although it is possible that several people
agree on something and all are incorrect, the more people agree, the less likely they are wrong. Having a clear coding system is critical to achieving high levels of reliability among observers. Observers and researchers should reach a consensus ahead of time on how behaviors are defined and what
constructs these behaviors represent. [5] For example, in Thomas Dishion's study the cyclical nature of deviation in male adolescent dyad, it explicitly defines the ways in which each behavior was recorded and coded. A pause, for example, was set to three or more seconds of silence; a coded laugh for all
positive affective reactions. [6] This is the level of detail details must be achieved by creating a coding system for a given study. Reactivity Main article: Reactivity (psychology) In observation studies, individuals can change their behavior in response to the observed. Its behavior, therefore, is no longer
representative, as it has changed due to the presence of the observer. Observer bias Inherent to conducting observational research is the risk of observer bias influencing the results of its study. The main vieses of observers to be cautious are the effects of expectation. When the observer has an
expectation about what they will observe, they are more likely to report that they have seen what they expected. [7] One of the best ways to deal with observers' vieses is to recognize their existence and actively combat their effects. Using blind observers is an excellent technique. Observers are blind if
they do not know the research hypotheses of the study. [2] If you actively avoid giving your observers reasons to expect a certain outcome, the effects of expectation are greatly diminished. Studies for naturalistic observation of reference Hartup, W. W. (1974). Aggression in childhood: Development
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