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Students wishing to start their medical coding can sign up for a certificate or associate program. Both options provide relatively fast career routes as a medical coder. Community colleges, technical colleges and vocational schools offer certificate programs where students learn to match symptoms, diagnoses, and treatment with the right standardized codes. Medical coding
certificate programs usually take 9-12 months to complete. coding classes teach students to use current procedural terminology, the International Classification of Diseases, and the general system of coding health procedures. Other courses may cover topics such as anatomy, billing, medical office technology, medical terminology, physiology, and reimbursement methodology.
Most online medical coding programs only require students to complete coursework specific to medical coding; this is different from associate programs that include general education classes and take longer to complete. However, credits earned in the certification program often switch to an associate program if the student decides to continue this option. As a rule, the higher the
level of education, the higher the salary of medical coding specialists. Numerous schools and colleges offer certificate programs online. They provide more flexible, convenient and affordable alternatives to traditional programs on campus. Students should make sure that their future school has regional accreditation or that an agency like the American Academy of Professional
Coders (AAPC) or the American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA) accredits the program. An associate degree in medical coding usually takes two years to earn. The curriculum includes roughly the same basic classes as the certificate program: anatomy and physiology; Billing and refunds and coding of medical offices, technology and terminology. However,
it also has general education loans (such as accounting, business communications, and leadership development courses) that can prepare graduates for entry-level positions in management or management. Some programs may also offer specialties such as health information technology. As with the certification program, students must choose a regionally accredited technical or
community college and/or a program accredited by AAPC or AHIMA to ensure credit portability and a smooth path to professional certification. Students who already have a certificate may be able to transfer loans to an associate Associate degree credits also go to bachelor's programs in many cases. An associate degree can lead to more employment, more responsibility and
higher wages. Some employers prefer to hire associate degree holders rather than applicants only with certificates. In addition, AAPC recommends earning Associate degree prior to passing the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam. Certification is different from obtaining a medical coding certificate. Certification occurs after a person has completed a certificate or associate
degree program. While not always a requirement, becoming certified can open the door to more career opportunities and higher wages. Two organizations that accredit medical coding programs, AAPC and AHIMA, also receive professional certification in medical coding and billing. AAPC offers general and specialized certification options, including inpatient coding, outpatient
coding and risk adjustment coding. Advanced specializations for those with general certification and work experience include outpatient coding surgery, cardiology and family practice. The AAPC certification process consists of taking the CPC exam and working in this field for two years with 80 coder contact hours. The exam costs about $400 and contains 150 questions with
multiple options that must be completed within five hours and 40 minutes. Topics include coding procedures and guidelines, diagnostic codes and regulations. Medical programmers also need to fill 36 continuing education units within each two years to maintain their AAPC medical coding credentials. AHIMA offers certificates for certified coding partners, certified coding
professionals and certified physician-based coding specialists. Applicants must pass an exam that corresponds to the certificate they hold. Depending on the level of the exam, test-takers in 2-4 hours will complete questions with multiple options and/or medical scenarios. Prices range from $189-$399. AHIMA requires people to earn 20 units of continuing education every two years
to maintain their certification. Certification applicants should also check with their states for specific requirements, as they may vary. Medical coding specialists often work for several years to gain experience before deciding to obtain an extended certification or a more advanced degree. Some may choose to obtain a bachelor's or master's degree, which can lead to higher level
leadership positions. The following pages contain information about programs that target those interested in medical career coding. Update: December 11, 2019 Certificate of Family Research prepares students to provide educational and support services to families, parents and children. Courses are about how and human perceptions affect the dynamics of the family. Students
will explore topics from child development to aging. The needs and special circumstances of military families are also highlighted. Graduates will understand the strategies and practices of healthy and effective marriages and family relationships. The curriculum is largely down to individuals, as courses can be chosen from topics such as: Families and Social ActionChild and and
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