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There are many unique formulas and techniques that can be used when washing and drying raw denim for the first time, but we will focus specifically on when and how to wash brave stars based on our personal and preferred method. Successful first wash WHEN: This is probably the most important step in
contemplating the first wash, not for any factor other than shrinkage. All sanforated raw denim will be reduced between 0%-3% after the first wash. Unforeible denim will shrink anywhere to 10%. We've never offered unsanforized denim here at Brave Star, so we'll ignore that quality for now. Well then, exactly, how much
is 3% in actual size? Simple math will tell us the size 32 denim with a full waist measurement of 34.5 inches (17.25 flat measure) with a shrinking factor of 3% will be reduced to 33.46 inches meaning one full size (1 inch) will be lost in the belt as well as other critical areas such as the low hip and hip. If you soak or wash
your jeans before wearing them for a long period of time, including the initial attempt, then you run the risk of reducing their full size (or more) which could make them unbearable as they would be too small. The only time it would be profitable if they are too big (at least the size) is, of course, go ahead and soak them right
out of the box. To achieve the best fit, we strongly recommend that you wear jeans for at least 3 to 6 months before you wash them. However, if you feel compelled to wash them earlier, we recommend at least a full week of consistent wear. If the wear is inconsistent, then we offer two to three weeks before the first dunk
or wash. Why? This will allow your jeans to stretch to their maximum capacity, so when you wash them they will shrink back to their original pre-wash size. Yes, we know that they don't feel as comfortable as your runners out of the box, but with a little patience and perseverance they will break in to be very comfortable
and flexible. To get an almost bespoke fit, air dry them until they are moist, then put them on and let them dry on your body. This will allow them to match your body shape as they dry out, creating almost custom fit jeans. Fit manipulation is one of the huge advantages that raw selvedge denim has more regular, pre-
washed denim and why we swear raw denim in the first place. Summary: Do not soak or wash your jeans before wearing them. The air dry them until damp and then put them on and let them dry on your body. 'Unless they're at least one size too big and long enough in inseam How: There is a lot more freedom in
different methods and not a hard and fast rule in our opinion. You'll find plenty of great tips on raw denim forums and websites from denim heads that have all passed before you in this department. We have some tips from our own experience over the last few years washing our personal pairs and seeing what works for
us. Washing: RAIN WASH Detergent: We strongly recommend purchasing a bottle of our All Natural Liquid Soap for washing raw denim. It is a saponin-based liquid detergent that contains no chemicals or odor and is specifically designed to preserve indigo dye and degrade cotton fiber. Wash method: There are many
ways to wash jeans including, but not limited to soaking in the bath, wearing them in the shower, washing them in the washing machine, washing their hands in the ocean or river, leaving them in the rain etc etc. our way to the method of using the washing machine, especially if you want to remove the smell and stains.
For detergent, we strongly recommend staying away from commercial laundry detergent (powder or liquid) as they have been formulated to get rid of stains at all costs and harsh chemical agents that are not kind to cotton yarn as the remnants of these detergents remain attached to the jeans and will continue to build up
after each wash and may endanger the yarn causing the jeans to deteriorate at a faster rate. Along with machine drying, commercial washing detergents are the biggest threat to the lifespan of your selvage. If you decide to wash your jeans in the washing machine it is imperative that you remove them before the spin
loop as it will lead to indigo or color band. Also remember that the hotter the water temperature, the more your jeans will shrink, so we advise warm water to cycle water or even cycle cold water if you are unsure. Recall: Soak or rinse in warm water. Stay away from commercial laundry powders and detergents. Drying:
Last but not least, this step is a little more intuitive than the washing part. One cardinal rule to remember is to avoid the machine drying jeans and only air to dry them. If you absolutely have to dry machines they don't use a high temperature setting as this will shrink your jeans a lot more than you think and probably make
them unbearable, not to mention that high temperatures and cotton don't get along. Use the lowest settings possible and no drier them. Pull them a little wet and let them dry on your body. Summary: The air is dry in a shaded area. Avoid drying the machine at high temperatures at all costs. So you have a simple and
direct approach to caring for raw denim selvedge ensuring you maximize their lifespan and enhance their aesthetic to the fullest potential. Stay raw, denim heads ... This guide is co-authored by Thomas of and Brian Szabo, founder of Indigo Invitational. The world of raw denim revolves around the axis withering. We all
want them and we all want to make sure we we The right things to bring the beautiful inner qualities of our denim to the surface. Since disappearing so long to evolve, we want to make sure that we do nothing to undo our hard work. That's why questions about how we wash our denim are so common (and crucial). We've
already covered seven frequently asked questions about buying raw denim jeans, but the questions don't end when you buy your first pair. In fact, they're just getting started. If you're new to the raw denim scene, the answers below will help you come into battle armed with a proven fading and washing strategy. This is all
you need to know about how to disappear and wash raw denim. Education and training make all the difference. You can find deeper dives on these topics in our archives. At this point, however, we just cover the essentials. Blue Blooded Instagrammer @dryluke shows disappears on his BDD jeans frequently asked
questions #1: How long does it take to disappear raw denim? The answer strongly depends on your lifestyle, the weight of denim, and how often you wear them. Let's look at each of them one by one. One of the things that attracts so many of us to raw denim is its ability to tell a visual story about us. Our way of life is
imprinted on what we wear. For all that, equal, the faster we live, the faster we disappear. Want the sick disappearing? You're going to have to work for them. With an energetic lifestyle, you can expect to see disappears emerging in three to four months. If your lifestyle is more relaxed, you will have to wait a little longer
than that. This goes twice if you wear heavyweight denim. Heavy stuff produces some of the most promising fades, but the much-coveted mustache and honeycomb don't come fast. Expect to wait at least a year for spectacular fades-longer if you live a holiday life. If you're nine or five who only gets to wear denim in the
evening and weekends, you have a climb uphill ahead of you. If you make the absolute most of your available denim time (and if you're somewhere in the middle of a denim weight scale), you may see spectacular fades starting to develop within eight to twelve months. There are many faders who only wear their jeans
part-time and still manage to produce beautiful fades. They make up for their time away from their denim, excruciatingly monkeying in the garage or climbing mountains at every moment of their free time. They know that great withering will not come to us. We have to chase them. Remember that most dedicated faders
wear the same pair every day without fail for months (or even years) at the end. If you want to and want them now, live loudly and live in the same couple. Don't lie! Frequently asked #2: How can I speed up the fading process? The short answer is: you can't (not without cheating, at least). You can go to town on denim
with a cleaning pad, sandpaper, or chemical agents. The result could be a couple of couples looks part, but you missed the point in a big way. Raw denim, like culture, is a movement from artificial, shop bought disappears and to authentic, personal. There's a very small corner of the raw denim scene where people cut
holes in their raw materials or use caustic chemicals to speed up the fading process. In this corner (noses to the wall) where they belong. It's bad faith. The only disappears worth really proud of are the ones we earned with blood, sweat and gear. Don't lie. If your jeans look like this, it's time to wash them! Frequently
asked #3: When should I wash raw denim? This is probably the second most frequently asked question in denim circles (coming in right behind what is the best brand?). And you'll find a lot of conflicting tips out there. The standard practice for years has been to wait six months to wash raw denim jeans. But over the past
few years, the voices of dissenters have become louder and more persistent. Pre-soaking and regular washing is now standard practice (and we advocate both), but this, we know, will lead to howls of outrage from a minority. We want to get out before this by washing away some of the misconceptions surrounding
washing or not washing raw denim: 1) Most raw denim isn't really raw first of all, it's very unlikely that your raw denim is really raw (i.e., completely dry). 99% of denim (yes, including raw denim) comes to you treatment in a process that uses water or steam. If it doesn't say loomstate, unforested, or cut to fit on the tag,
your raw denim has already been wet. 2) Less washing and more holes Second, beautiful disappears is not an inevitable result when we stick to washing jeans for months and months. What is the inevitable result of this practice is jeans that break prematurely. The mole blowing and scar like a mustache and honeycomb
means you'll need to repair your denim earlier and you're hurting headlong to the day when your denim is no longer wearable. Instagrammer @kingyuyiu never wash your jeans, and the crotch blowing out are massive After all, it all comes down to your philosophy disappearing. If the sharp high contrast disappears your
primary goal (or your only goal), by all means keep your jeans dry. You'll probably be forced to repair your denim much earlier than you would otherwise, but for some people, it's a fair exchange. If you want to balance durability and disappear, the washing mode will help you find this balance. We start each couple with
hour-long soaking in warm water. I still get emissions, but I get them much later in the game than when I kept my jeans dry for the first six months. Thomas Stege Bojer First dunk, you have to wash your jeans when they are no longer nice to wear. This applies to the people you share space with. If you are you
complaints about the stench, wash jeans. If you leave greasy stains or brown stripes on the furniture, wash them. If they look dirty but don't stink, you can probably let it ride a little longer. More washing equals less contrast to the frequently asked questions #4: Will washing my raw denim often speed up disappears? Yes
and no. Every time you wash raw denim, you will lose some of the indigo. So yes, every wash will fade your denim. However, the loss of indigo will be uniform. Think about each wash as everything more disappears. If you want sharper honeycombs and moustaches, frequent washing will move you in the wrong direction.
If you want vintage fades (that's a more uniform washed-out denim look), washing is often how you get there. Once again, it's about the striking balance between extremely crisp fade models and clean jeans. If you care more about keeping your jeans dark and your disappearing crispy, you will have to sacrifice
cleanliness and durability. I wash my jeans every two months or so (more summer when my hands and jeans both get messy). Brian Szabo frequently asked questions #5: How should I wash raw denim? If you wash the machine or wash by hand, always wash the denim inside out! Always! This helps to minimize the
loss of indigo and protects areas of denim (fly and pockets) that may be subjected to unwanted stress during washing. But the key reason you should turn your raw denim inside out when you wash it is to prevent these nasty vertical folds (bane faders everywhere). In the video above, which is part of the denim
encyclopedia-Thomas shows you how to wash your hands raw denim jeans. Use a colorless detergent. Woolite Dark is a popular favorite, and there are quite a few denim-specific detergents that will do the trick. If you really want to keep your denim dark, the detergent will make a difference, so choose carefully. If you
use the machine, the safest approach is to disable the spin loop. Spinning can lead to folds (often those vertical). These lines will be with you for months or even years. Brian had to learn this lesson the hard way with his first pair of iron hearts. If you want your jeans to shrink, wash them in hot water. If you want them to
stay the same size, use cold water. Finally, keep your jeans away from the dryer. As the cycle spins in the wash, they will come out of the dryer with a cobweb of unwanted lines fade. When they come out of the wash, straighten them by hand and hang them to dry. If you want to keep them as dark as possible, hang
them to dry indoors. If not, hang them outside in the sun. Are the jeans too tight? Nudie Squatting (do it at your own risk!) often asked #6: My raw denim jeans are too tight. Will they stretch? Yes, but not as much as you might hope. The hacking period should be a bit of a struggle, but it shouldn't be torture. If you are you
Button jeans, or if they are very uncomfortable to wear, it is very unlikely that they will stretch enough to become comfortable. Yes, you want your jeans to be snug when you first try them. Some people, however, take it too far by buying jeans that they can barely fit in the store. Then, after the first wash, they end up with
something that is unwearable. This is one of those areas where you need to talk to the clerk before buying or, if you buy online, read the size information very carefully. If you ordered a pair online and they are very uncomfortable, don't wash them in the hope that they will soften and stretch. The store will not take them
back after they have been washed. Instead, send them back and go up in size. Yes, you'll have to wait a little longer, but you end up with a pair of jeans you really want to wear every day. Before and after shots of a pair of Levi's Vintage Clothing 1944 S501XX often asked questions #7: My raw denim jeans are too big.
Can I reduce them in washing? As stated above, yes, but not as much as you might want them to. Exposing denim heat can lead to their reduction, but not enough to turn a loose-fitting pair into a perfect, snug fit. And it depends on the denim. If you have a pair of unforated (aka cut to fit) jeans, they will probably shrink at
least the full size tag (4-5% at the waist, after you stretch them out again, and as much as 8-9% in length). Pay special attention to the offers of the manufacturer or seller. They can't be printed on a tag, so if you're shopping in a brick-and-mortar store, ask how much shrinkage you should expect. If your raw denim is
sanforated (and most of them), shrinkage will be minimal. This means that the jeans you have are the ones you are stuck with. You should be able to slide two fingers into the waistband in the back of your jeans. If you can put your whole hand up, it's unlikely that they ever fit you right. If in doubt, get your jeans back. If
you do something with them to try to reduce them, you will no longer be able to do so. Your denim educational resource This article and its accompanying part cover some of the most common issues faced by denim experts, but this is by no means an exhaustive list. If, after reading this, you still have questions, visit the
denim encyclopedia. If you still can't find the answers you're looking for, contact us here. We are always committed to helping new members of this ever-growing community. Love denim and fades? Join the competition! This guide is Brian Szabo, founder of the Indigo Invitational-withering competition, which started with
a small group of enthusiasts who wanted an excuse to buy a new pair of denim and see how far they could push themselves and each each There are thousands of dollars in prize money, but it's just sauce. The meat below is a close-knit community of enthusiasts held together by mutual love disappearing. If that sounds
like something you want to participate in, join a Facebook group, follow the contest updates on Instagram and visit indigoinvitational.com. Want to make sure you never miss a message? Sign up for the Denimhunters e-mail newsletter. Newsletter. raw denim first wash. raw denim wash guide. raw denim care guide. raw
denim care
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