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MSc Wellbeing in Public Policy and International Development (9) By: Derek Jansen (MBA) July 2019, So you have a decent understanding of what is a dissertation you have chosen your theme and hopefully you have received approval for your research proposal. Awesome! Now it's time to start the actual journey of writing a thesis. To
work out a winning thesis or dissertation, the very first thing you need to understand is the structure of the thesis. In this post, I'll walk you through the basic structure of the thesis and layout, step by step. Let's start with the big picture, and then zoom in on each chapter to briefly discuss the main content. If you are just starting your
research journey, you should start with this post that covers a larger picture of the process, like writing a thesis or thesis. In this post, I will discuss the traditional thesis/dissertation structure and layout that is commonly used for social science research at universities, whether in the US, UK, Europe or Australia. However, some universities
may have small differences in this structure (additional chapters, unified chapters, slightly different order, etc.). So, always check with your university if they have a prescribed structure or layout that they expect you to work. If not, it's safe to assume the structure I'll be discussing here fits. If they do, you'll still get value from this post as I
explain the basic content of each section. As I mentioned, some universities will have small differences in this structure. For example, they want an additional chapter of personal reflection, or they may prefer that the results and chapter of the discussion be combined into one. Despite this, the overall flow will always be the same, as this
flow reflects the research process that we discussed here, i.e.: The introduction chapter presents the main research question and purpose. The head of the literature review assesses what the current study says about this issue. The methodology, results and discussion chapters go on to conduct new research on the subject. The chapter
of the conclusion answer the main question of the study. In other words, the structure and layout of the dissertation reflect the research process process and then answer the question - see below. To say this again, the structure and location of the thesis reflect the flow of the overall research process. This is important to understand, since
each chapter will make a lot more sense if you get this concept. If you're not familiar with the research process, read this post before you go any further. Right. Now that we've covered the big picture, let's dive a little deeper into the details of each section and chapter. The title page of the title page of your thesis is the very first impression
the marker will get from your work, so it pays to invest some time thinking about your title. But what makes for a good title? Strong title should be 3 things: Short (not too long or wordy) Specific (not vague or ambiguous) Representative research you conduct (clearly related to your research issues) Typically, a good title includes the
mention of the following: A broader area of research (i.e. a comprehensive topic) specific focus of your research (i.e. your specific context) Indication to research design (e.g. For example: A quantitative study of research design in the predecessor of an organizational trust (a wider area) in the retail market in the FOREX market (specific
context/focus area). It's optional (and won't count on your grades), but it's an academic best practice to include this. So, who do you say thank you to? Well, there are no prescribed requirements, but it is common to mention the following people: your thesis is the head or committee. Any professors, professors or scientists who have
helped you understand a topic or methodology. Any teachers, mentors or counselors. Your family and friends, especially your spouses (for adult part-time students). There is no need for a long rambling. Just to find out who you are and for what (for example, thanks to my manager, John Doe, for his endless patience and attentiveness) to be sincere. In terms of length, you should keep it on a page or less. Abstract or abstract thesis summary (or resume for some degrees) serves to provide a first-time reader (and marker or moderator) with a great picture view of your research project. This should give them an understanding of the key ideas and conclusions of the study,
without having to read the rest of the report - other he should be able to stand alone. In order to stand alone, your abstract abstract Cover the following key points (at a minimum): Your research questions and goals - what is the key question (s) your research is focused on the answer? Your methodology - how did you go about
investigating the topic and find the answers to your research question (s)? Your findings - after your own research, what did you find? Your conclusions - based on your conclusions, what conclusions have you drawn? What answers have you found to your research question (s)? Thus, in much the same way that the the thesis structure
mimics the process of research, your abstract or resume should reflect the process of research, from the initial stage to asking the original question in the final stage of the answer to that question. In practical terms, it's a good idea to write this section to the last once all your main chapters are completed. Otherwise, you'll end up writing
and rewriting this section a few times (just wasting time). For a step-by-step guide on how to write a strong resume, check out this post. The contents table This section is simple. First, you present the Content Table (TOC), followed by two lists, numbers and tables. I recommend using the Microsoft Word content table automatically to
create a TOC. If you're not familiar with this functionality, the video below explains it simply: If you find that your content table is too long, consider removing one depth level. Often this can be done without detract from the usefulness of THES. Chapter 1: Introduction Right, now that the admin sections aside, your time to move on to your
main chapter. These chapters are the heart of your thesis and where you will earn signs. The first chapter is the introduction of the chapter - as you would expect, it's time to present your research... It is important to understand that even if you provided an overview of your research in your abstract, your introduction should be written as if
the reader had not read that (remember, an abstract essentially standalone document). So, your chapter introduction should start from the beginning, and should consider the following questions: What will you explore (in plain language, a large level of image)? Why is it worth investigating? How important is it for academia or business?
How is it original enough? What are your research goals and research questions (s)? Note that research questions can sometimes be presented at the end of a literature review (the next chapter). What is the scope of your research? In other words, what will you cover and what you won't cover? How will you approach your research? In
other words, what methodology will you adopt? How will you structure your thesis? What are the main chapters and what will you do in each of them? It's just basic requirements for your intro chapter. Some universities will want extra bells and whistles in the intro chapter, so be sure to read your brief carefully or consult with your study
leader. If done correctly, your introduction chapter will set a clear direction for the rest of your thesis. Specifically, it will make it clear to the reader (and marker) exactly what you will investigate, why this is important, and how you will go about the investigation. Conversely, if your introduction chapter leaves the first-time reader wondering
exactly what you will be researching, you still have a job. Chapter 2: Literature Review Now that you have set a clear direction with your chapter introduction, the next step is to review the literature. In this section, you will analyze existing research (usually scientific journal articles and high-quality industry publications) to understand the
following questions: What does literature currently say about the topic you are studying? Lack of literature or well established? Is it divided or not divided? How does your research fit into the bigger picture? How does your research contribute to something original? How will the methodology of previous research help you develop your
own? Depending on the nature of your research, you can also present a conceptual framework (or theoretical framework) towards the end of your literature review, which you then check in your actual research. Again, some universities want you to focus on some of these areas more than others, some will have additional or less
requirements, and so on. Therefore, as always, it is important to review your brief and/or discuss with your supervisor, so that you know exactly what is expected from your literature review chapter. Chapter 3: Methodology Now that you have researched the current state of knowledge in your literature review chapter and are familiar with
existing key theories, models and frameworks, its time to develop your own research. Enter the methodology chapters - the most science-ey of the chapters... In this chapter you need to consider two crucial questions: How exactly will you conduct your research (i.e. what is your intended design research)? Is that why you decided to do
something this way (i.e. how do you justify your design)? Remember that the thesis is part of your degree primarily about developing and demonstrating research skills. Thus, markers want to see that you know what methods to use, can clearly articulate why you chose then, and know how to deploy them effectively. It is important to note
that this chapter requires detailed information - do not hold back the specifics. Find out exactly what you will do, with whom, when, how long, etc. you do, make sure you justify it. In practice you you are probably end up going back to this chapter once you've done all your data collection and analysis, and review it based on the changes
you made during the analysis phase. It's beautiful. Its natural for you to add an additional analysis method, scrap the old, etc. based on where your data leads you. Of course, I'm talking about small changes here - not a fundamental transition from qualitative to quantitative, which will most likely send your supervisor in the back! Chapter 4:
The results now collected data and analyzed, whether qualitative, quantitative or mixed methods. In this chapter, you will present the raw results of the analysis. For example, in the case of quantitative research, you will present demographic data, descriptive statistics, conclusions, etc. In other words, it's descriptive, not analytical meaning is discussed in Chapter 5. However, some universities want you to combine Chapters 4 and 5, so you both present and interpret the meaning of the data at the same time. Check with your institution what they prefer. Chapter 5: Discussion Now that you have submitted the results of the data analysis, its time to interpret and
analyze them. In other words, its time to discuss what they mean, especially in relation to your question study (s). What you are discussing here will largely depend on the methodology you choose. For example, if you've gone the quantitative path, you can discuss the relationship between variables. If you have made a quality journey, you
can discuss key topics and their meanings. It all depends on what your research design choices were. Most importantly, you need to discuss your results in relation to your research issues and goals, as well as existing literature. What do the results tell you about your research questions? Are they aligned with existing studies or
divergent? If so, why could it be? Dig deep into your findings and explain what the findings show in plain English. Chapter 6: Conclusion Final Chapter - You Did It! Now that you have discussed your interpretation of the results, its time to bring it back to the beginning. In other words, its time to (attempt) to answer your original research
questions (from way back to Chapter 1). Be clear about what your findings are in terms of your research questions. This may feel a bit repetitive as you would have touched on this in the previous chapter, but its important to bring the discussion full circle and clearly state your answer (s) to the research question (s). Next, do you tend to
discuss the implications of your findings? In other words, you answered your research questions -- but that means for real real (or even for academia)? What should be done differently now, given the new understanding you have created? Finally, you should discuss the limitations of your research as well as what it means for future
research in this area. No study is perfect, especially at the master's level. Discuss the shortcomings of your research. Your methodology may have been limited, perhaps your sample size was small or non-representative, etc. etc. It's strength, not weakness. Be cruel! This marks the end of your main chapter - woohoo! With that on, it's
pretty smooth sailing. The help list is simple. It should contain a list of all the resources given in your thesis in the required format, such as APA, Harvard, etc. Don't try to process links manually - it's too error-prone. In a help list of several pages, you're going to make a mistake. To that end, I suggest that you consider either Mendelei or
Sotero. Both are free and provide a very simple interface to make sure your links are 100% on point. I've included a simple video for Mendeley software (my personal favorite) below: Some universities may ask you to include a bibliography, as opposed to a reference list. These two things are not the same. The bibliography is similar to the
reference list, except that it also includes resources that have informed your thinking but have not been directly quoted in your thesis. So, double-check your brief and make sure you use the right one. The latest piece of the puzzle is an app or a set of apps. Here you will include any supporting data and evidence. It is important to note that
support is the key word here. Your applications should provide additional good information, depth adding information that is not critical to the basic analysis. Apps should not be used as a way to reduce the number of words (see this post, which covers how to reduce the number of words). In other words, don't hand out content that is
crucial to basic analysis here, just to save the number of words. You won't earn signs on any content in apps, so don't try to play the system! Time to sum up... And here it is - a traditional dissertation and layout, from A-W. Recall, the basic structure of the thesis or thesis (usually) is this: Most importantly, the main chapters should reflect
the process of research (to ask, investigate and answer your research question). In addition, the research question (s) should form a golden thread throughout your thesis structure. Everything has to revolve around research issues, and as you've seen, they should form like a start point introduction of a chapter) and the end point (i.e. the
chapter of the conclusion). I hope this post has provided you with clarity about the traditional thesis/thesis structure and layout. If you have any questions or comments, please leave a comment below, or feel free to contact us. Also, be sure to check out the rest of the Hail Coach blog. Blog. masters dissertation examples pdf. masters
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