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Your Windows computer may be designed to make your life easier, but they often have a non-stop list of problems. Today we will look at some of the most common problems and how to solve them. The image on the xkcdThis list is certainly by no means complete, and you should always use best
practices to make sure that your computer doesn't need to reinstall all the time, properly secured by antivirus and firewall, and properly back up at all times, but if you're currently having trouble, read the list of common problems and troubleshooting techniques. One of the most persistent myths about
Windows is that you need to reinstall the operating system... Read morePC won't download into Windows Try Safe Mode first when your computer just won't download into Windows at all, you'll probably want to start with safe mode-use F8 key right when the system starts to access the menu and see if
Windows will download into secure mode. If you're able to get into Windows, the problem is most likely something that will only be downloaded when you download normal-drivers of graphics cards, junk apps, or perhaps some spy apps. Even the safe mode doesn't work, if you can't even get into safe
mode, you should use startup repair tools that can be accessed from advanced options in the Safe Mode menu; You can pull out a disk repair system, or your Drive install windows and use the repair option. If you're having trouble with a downloader that says the bootmgr isn't there, you can use the
command hint from the installation CD and use the bootrec/fixboot command. Using the Recovery System recovery system in Windows XP may not have been the greatest tool, but since Windows Vista came around, it was a great choice to fix all kinds of problems, including the issues that cause your
system not to load anymore. During testing, I once deleted a bunch of files in system32 to intentionally cause a blue screen of death, and then used System Restore to get the system up and running again within minutes. If you're not familiar with the process, you can follow this step-by-step guide to
restoring your computer with the Restore.Most of us remember Windows System Restore as a lame duck feature from Windows XP; When it seemed like it was... Read moreTry Booting Off Ubuntu CD Whenever I'm having trouble with the computer not downloading properly, one of the first things I do is
grab a Ubuntu Live CD and try to download from it and see how well the system works. If everything works in Linux, then you know the problem is most likely your Windows installation, not hardware-related. PC Crashing or Blue Screening When your computer crashes with a blue death screen at random
intervals, you need to make sure you first disable the automatic restart after the blue screen and then record the error message so you can Google it later. If you're able to go back to Windows, you can try The previously mentioned BlueScreenView tool is to give you some extra information about the error

message, but it is best to usually do a search. Windows only: The free, portable utility blueScreenView displays your latest blue screen of death, more if you use Windows 7 or later and you get a blue screen of death, the likelihood that the problem is either driver or equipment related-unlike legend,
Windows just doesn't crash as it's very much if the problem is related to hardware somehow. Once you've identified the driver causing the problem, try going to safe mode and removing or updating the driver causing the problem, sometimes the driver won't be visible, so you'll need to use the trick line
command line to show the hidden devices in Device Manager. If you're doing a lot of work in safe mode, sometimes it's helpful to get Windows to load into secure mode without using an F8 key every time. Unlucky? Restore files and reinstall If you just can't get anything else to work and you don't have a
full backup, it's best to pull out Ubuntu Live CD and back up files from your computer and then start the process of reinstalling Windows again. If you're using native Windows backup tools, you can recover the system from backup images, or use the standard backup and recovery process. The PC works
slowly to check Task Manager The first thing every geek will do when a computer running slowly opens a task manager, or Process Explorer (if you've already got it installed) to see which process takes the most CPU or memory is usually the culprit. While you're there, it's a good idea to look for other
resources to spend apps that we can kill. Delete Crapware Now that we've killed an app that currently kills the processor, it's time to start getting rid of apps that we don't need. You can use Revo Uninstaller and PC Decrapifier to clean the apps without leaving additional traces. Cleaning your computer
cleaning up is really quite easy. You can start by starting a cleaning drive, but if you really want to get the job done, grab yourself a copy of the CCleaner and run through a cleaning session. While you're at it, you can set up the CCleaner to run on schedule to keep your computer clean on a regular basis.
Scanning viruses and spyware Is a good idea to run a scanning system when your computer is running slower than usual and you have already determined that it is not a runaway application. We believe that the free Microsoft Security Essentials app is the perfect tool for this work. Reliability Monitor This
underutilized tool is a great way to diagnose problems and figure out what might have caused your system problems- it will show you the full history of system som with applications and even Windows updates, so you can track what has changed in your system right in front of your system works slowly.
Just bring reliability to the Start Menu search box and you'll be able to see everything and even drill down into specific bugs to see more details. Using advanced tools in Windows 7 Windows 7 has quite a few useful tools to fix performance issues, but they're buried in the control panel where you may not
think to look. Just go to the information and tools of the Advanced Tools and you'll see a list of performance problems along with the proposed fixes. Trim Down Startup Apps to Speed Download Times This applies to how when your computer takes forever to download and when you have a glut of apps
running off in your tray system that you don't need; It's time to cut your app run. You can use the built-in MS Config utility or any number of customization apps, but you can take a look at Soluto, which not only helps you disable the launch of apps, but it shows you which ones affect download times the
most. Windows only: Soluto bills itself as an Anti-Disappointment software, and it's not hard to see... MoreInternet is slow or not LoadingPull Out Ping Command If you are having trouble connecting to the Internet, you should first make sure you are really connected-most of the time you can pull out a
command hint (hit Windows key, type cmd, hit enter) and type in ping commands as pinging yahoo.com to see if you get any response. Turn off and re-enable the connection If you don't get a response, you can try to disable and re-enable a wireless connection that solves more problems than it really
should. If that doesn't work, use the Windows Network troubleshooting system by clicking on the wireless button and follow these steps. Windows will turn off and switch the adapter again, and wipe the DNS caches. If you're still having problems, there's a good chance that your internet connection is just
down. Slow response times Sometimes the problem is not the Internet connection, but the slow response time while browsing or maybe your browser is just hanging. If you're using Internet Explorer, you can reset all settings to fix the problems; If you're using Firefox, you can follow this help to
troubleshoot or simply restore your default settings completely. The website is not downloaded If the problem is the specific website is not downloaded, you can check downforeveryoneorjustme.com to see if you are the only one who has problems with the website, or you can often do a quick search on
Twitter to see if other people are complaining as well. Wireless If you're having trouble connecting to a wireless connection and staying connected, you probably need to set up a connection. You can change the wireless channel to optimize the signal, but if you really want to make your connection better,
try installing a set wireless firmware or using an old router as a relay to boost the signal. Click to view a year and a half ago, we showed you how to turn your $60 router into a high... Read moreDealing with a forgotten password Although forgetting the password may not be technically a troubleshooting
problem, this is a common problem that needs to be solved. It is best to try to recover passwords using free tools to crack existing passwords. ACCESS DENIED. These two bone-cooling words are the last thing you want to see when you... MoreIf you have a Ubuntu Live CD laying around, you can use
this to reset your password, or if you want a more streamlined Linux based live CD, and you're not afraid of some command-and-line action, you can use the CD rescue system to reset your Windows password at any time at all. Windows Explorer hangs If you're having trouble downloading Windows
Explorer and browsing the file system, the problem is almost always a shell extension that shouldn't be installed, or some shell extensions that contradict each other. For example, shell extensions for Dropbox and TortoiseSVN tend to cause problems when you put code into a Dropbox folder, causing you
to hang and usually have a slow file view. It's best to grab a copy of ShellExView and start disabling third-party shell extensions, or uninstalling Windows Explorer plugins that you don't really need. You can also use this tool in conjunction with ShellMenuView to clean up your messy context Explorer
menu.Computer is awash with viruses or SpywarePC Still Boots in Windows Running viral scanning on your computer is never a bad idea and when you deal with an infected computer you definitely want to start the cleaning process. It's best to reboot your computer to secure mode and then run the
antivirus utility of choice. If you're dealing with Spyware problems you should probably start with SuperAntiSpyware and keep an eye on MalwareBytes to clear the leftovers, since they're better at cleaning spyware than most antivirus tools out there. I previously wrote a guide to removing the spyware
infection and we also reviewed how to clean up after XP Antispyware.It it was some time since I had to deal with malware-laden PCs, but my long streak of luck ended More PPC won't boot If your computer isn't even loaded due to an infection, your antivirus provider can have your own download drive
that will allow you to clean up , or if you have a Ubuntu Live CD laying around, you can use this to scan your computer for viruses. What are the most problems you face? What steps are you taking to address these problems? Share tips with other readers in the comments. How-To Geek typically uses
Linux to fix problems with Windows downloads. His geeky articles can be found daily here at Lifehacker, Lifehacker, Geek, and Twitter. Twitter. opendap troubleshooting section in the user's guide. troubleshooting section in the ansys mechanical user guide
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