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DEFINITIONS And CONCEPTS regimes and materials defining the fields of learning under the guidance of learning foreign languages is hampered by the lack of agreement between authors (myself included) on terminology. Thus, a thumbnail guide to key terms in the field should be followed. Self-learning, applied to the study of a foreign language, has two
different definitions, which can be called broad and narrow respectively. Broadly (Dickinson, 1987: 5), he describes situations in which a student, with others, or alone, works without the direct control of a teacher. In a narrow sense (Jones, 1998; cf. Benson, 2001: 131) is a deliberate long-term learning project initiated, planned and implemented by students
alone, without the intervention of a teacher: unlike a broad definition, this excludes autonomous activities or classes within the course being taught. To avoid potential confusion, an alternative term, autodidaxy, has been suggested for narrow self-taking. Self-shoe describes a way of self-learning, in which the student relies on specialized language learning
materials produced by others. These materials can take the form: Teach yourself packages (also known as home-training courses, etc.) - multi-needle course sets are usually published, and usually contain courses, tapes and/or compact albums, etc. (Jones, 1993; Roberts, 1995). Broadcasting courses (Rybak, 1983; Umino, 1998, 1999), which are presented
on television and radio, but usually with the course as a backup. Independent students, even in a narrow/autodidactic sense, rarely work entirely on their own. Partly or all of them may include: the use of advice from a consultant/consultant/consultant/assistant (person, advising on setting goals, selecting materials, materials, and evaluation activities, etc.:
Small, 1989: 55-60), often in the open learning center. When students learn a language on their own, but through institutional support, it can be called self-sustaining. Learning or practicing the language with other students (study buddies: Dickinson, 1987: 102-103). With a native speaker (e.g. Carson and Longhini, 2002). In tandem, two speakers of different
languages help each other learn each other's language (Lewis et al., 1996). The main concern for student autonomy is not so much whether students are taught (as in auto-driving schools) as whether it is supervised by students. In offline learning, students take responsibility for setting goals, selecting materials, learning and/or evaluation, rather than having
a teacher or self-learning material have a shared responsibility (e.g., Holec, 1979; Brookfield, 1986: 40; Benson, 2001). With full autonomy, students are fully responsible for their own decisions and actions in the field of learning. With partial autonomy, the training programme combines autonomous and non-autonomous elements. This can occur in a
classroom (class autonomy), where autonomous activity can play a small or large role (e.g. Dam, 1995), or on a teacher-led course. Despite the claims of some theorists (e.g. Holec, 1979: 4), this can also happen during self-study-led package if, as is often the case, students choose which package of activities to follow and which to skip, choose backup
materials, and develop their own backup and self-assessment activities (Lockwood, 1992: 100-126). Although some earlier authors equated it with self-study, self-study is now generally regarded as equivalent to autonomous learning (e.g. Brookfield, 1985; Brockett and Himstra, 1991). Independent learning is also used by some authors (e.g. Page, 1992) to
refer to offline learning. Broady and Kenning, however, believe independent learning is equivalent to open learning and self-access to learning, terms that focus on physical resources and contexts for learning from which students can choose according to their needs (1996). Institutions such as schools and universities can provide these resources at an open
training centre, self-access centre or language learning centre, a special area containing language materials and equipment (cassette/video players, computers, etc.), usually staffed by librarians, technicians and language consultants. Distance learning includes a teacher who, although physically removed from students, still controls their learning (Richards
and Rowe, 1994). teachers and students traditionally communicate by mail and phone, but now e-mail and web contacts are more common. Frances R. Jones, University of Newcastle upon Tyne, 2003 Home Page: About author's email author for this page Benson, Phil (2001) Teaching and exploring autonomy in language learning. Harlow: Longman.
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