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DiscoverLatestObsessionsThese are the main obsessions that drive our editorial-defining topics of seismic importance to the global economy. FeaturedThese are some of our most ambitious editorial projects. Enjoy! Emails Our emails are made to shine in your inbox, with something fresh
every morning, day and weekend. Becoming a member of The White House this week dealing with the current crisis in Venezuela, attention in Asia quickly turned to a background map highlighting China - missing Taiwan - in the red. This is not a map that actually exists, according to the
Chinese Communist Party and its critical origin history. While U.S. National Security Adviser John Bolton and Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin held a press briefing outlining economic sanctions to force Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro to step down, attention from both sides of the
Taiwan Strait has shifted to the map in the background. Washington, D.C. - Washington, D.C. Press Conference- January 28: National Economic Council Director Larry Kudlow, National Security Adviser John Bolton, and Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin meet during a press briefing at the
White House on January 28, 2019 in Washington, DC. The briefing announced economic sanctions against Venezuela's state-owned oil company in an attempt to force Venezuelan President Maduro to resign. (Photo: Win McNamee/Getty Images) The White House map clearly shows
China and Taiwan in different colors, which for some means that the two countries are separated from each other. China claims Taiwan as its own, while Taiwan considers itself independent from the mainland. China is making considerable efforts to ensure that its views on this issue are
carried out. According to the South China Morning Post, Taiwanese and mainland Internet users took a few rhetorical jabs on the map. Is this a different country, Mr. Secretary? National Security Adviser John Bolton speaks as U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin during a briefing at the
Brady White House briefing in Washington on January 28, 2019. MANDEL NGAN/AFP/Getty Images Taiwan was painted white next to China, which was painted red. It is obvious that the U.S. government believes that both sides belong to two countries, hong Kong tabloid The Daily
(reference to Mandarin) notes. Beijing claims a number of disputed territories, but is particularly sensitive to Taiwan, a self-made island it considers a province of China. The Communist Party used fines, public shaming and the introduction of social credit scores for corporations to force
foreign companies to accept political rhetoric. Beijing's increasingly public obsession with cartography is becoming increasingly strange in circles - from redrawing supposedly errant cards to classrooms to travel trips and in scientific journals around the world. From the South China Sea to
Sikkim, the Celestial Empire demands more rebuttals and stronger apologies from those who advertise maps that do not match the Communist Party's view of its territory. According to Beijing, Taiwan has long been seen as a go-out province that should eventually be reunited with the
mainland. However, as James Miles, China's editor for the Economy speaks on The Little Red Podcast, Taiwan has never actually been part of China. The whole idea of reunification is a pretty good example of Chinese Communist Party propaganda on this issue, which is intensely sensitive
on the mainland, where the issue is constantly massaged and the slightest mapping slip-up can cause huge outrage. This is a question from which the PDA cannot waver. The party draws much of its legitimacy from the historical narrative that the Communists largely defeat Japanese
invaders alone as the Kuomintang fled on Taiwan.Since the election of Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen, relations have fallen into the now familiar cycle of defiance of the threat of outrage. HOW we got here KINMEN COUNTY, TAIWAN - April 20: Elderly against landing barricades are
located on a beach facing China on the Taiwanese island of Little Kinmen, which is just a few miles from China, April 2018 in Kinmen, Taiwan. (Photo: Carl Court/Getty Images) Beijing is increasing pressure on universities, the nation and most fiercely on multinational corporations with
Chinese businesses to wash up any hints of Taiwan's independence, a move the White House has described as Orwell. China recently conducted military exercises in the Taiwan Strait involving its aircraft carrier Liaonen, exercises interpreted as a show of strength. The naval exercises
were the first in the Taiwan Strait since 2016 and took place off the coast of Taiwan.Chinese President Xi Jinping often stamps China's sovereignty over Taiwan, warning at the 19th party congress we have ample opportunity to thwart any form of Taiwan independence attempt. Beijing has
also imposed financial restrictions, significantly limiting the number of Chinese tourist groups allowed to visit Taiwan, and imposed trade sanctions on the island. According to the South China Morning Post, just a few weeks ago McDonald's was forced to apologize after harsh criticism for a
television advertisement that, incidentally, showed a student ID card in which Taiwan was listed as a country. Last year, United Airlines had to quickly remove all of its links to Taiwan as a country after China's Civil Aviation Authority demanded that 36 foreign airlines nix Taiwan, Hong Kong
and Macau as countries on its websites and marketing materials. Full list of companies punished by Business Insider - Audi to the Marriott and the Marriott hotels - fell tumble China's approach to cartography can be found here. SCMP reports that Taiwan's main internet bulletin board
system (link to Mandarin) map attracted many hundreds of comments on Wednesday afternoon, with many users poking fun at China's recent tough approach to Taipei. Are Chinese Internet users going to boycott the White House? One user wrote, SCMP reported. Will they force the White
House to apologize? 6 min. read - Published November 8, 2018Not time before dawn, a group of dedicated travelers huddles in the dark cold of a small mountain train station. Small puffs of breath rise on the frosty... There is a lot of controversy around the issue of whether Taiwan is an

island in East Asia that is about the size of Maryland and Delaware combined is an independent country. Taiwan became a modern power after the Communist victory on the mainland in 1949. Two million Chinese nationalists fled to Taiwan and formed a government for all of China on the
island. From that point until 1971, the United Nations recognized Taiwan as China. The position of mainland China towards Taiwan was that there was only one China and that Taiwan was part of China; The People's Republic of China expects the reunification of the island and the mainland.
However, Taiwan claims independence as a separate state. There are eight generally accepted criteria used to determine whether a place is an independent country (also known as the state with capital s). Let's look at these eight criteria for Taiwan, an island across the Taiwan Strait from
mainland China (People's Republic of China). Few. Because of political pressure from mainland China, the United States and most other significant countries recognize one China and thus include Taiwan's borders within China's borders. Yes. Taiwan is home to nearly 23 million people,
making it the 48th largest country in the world, with a population slightly smaller than that of North Korea. Yes. Taiwan is an economic locomotive - it is one of four economic tigers in Southeast Asia. GDP per capita is in the top 30 of the world. Taiwan has its own currency as well: the new
Taiwanese dollar. Yes. Education was compulsory and Taiwan had more than 150 higher education institutions. Taiwan is home to the Palace Museum, which houses more than 650,000 pieces of Chinese bronze, jade, calligraphy, painting and porcelain. Yes. Taiwan has an extensive
domestic and external transport network, which consists of roads, highways, pipelines, railways, airports and seaports. Yes. Taiwan has several branches of the armed forces: army, navy (including Marine Corps), Air Force, Coast Guard Reserve Armed Forces Command, United Service
Command and Armed Forces Police Command. There are almost 400,000 active military personnel and the country spends 15 to 16 percent of the defense budget. The main threat to Taiwan is from mainland China, which has approved an anti-secession law that allows a military attack on
Taiwan to prevent the island from seeking independence. In addition, the United States sells military equipment to Taiwan and can defend Taiwan under the Taiwan Relations Act. Although Taiwan has maintained its own control over the island from Taipei since 1949, China still claims to
have control over Taiwan. Few. Since China claims Taiwan as its province, the international community does not want to contradict China on this issue. Taiwan is therefore not a member of the United Nations. Only about 25 countries recognize Taiwan as an independent country. Because
of political pressure from China, Taiwan does not have an embassy in the United States, and the United States has not recognized Taiwan since 1 January 1979. However, many countries have established informal organizations to pursue commercial and other relations with Taiwan. Taiwan
is represented in 122 countries in an informal capacity. Taiwan is in contact with the United States through two informal documents: the American Institute in Taiwan and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representation. In addition, Taiwan issues internationally recognized passports that
allow its citizens to travel abroad. Taiwan is also a member of the International Olympic Committee and sends its own team to the Olympic Games. Recently, Taiwan has been a strong advocate for joining international organizations such as the United Nations, which mainland China
opposes. Thus, Taiwan fully meets only five of the eight criteria. Three more criteria have been met in some respects, but not entirely because of mainland China. In conclusion, despite the controversy surrounding the island of Taiwan, it should be considered a de facto independent country.
Country.
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