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Plan 

1. Epidemiological profile of the COVID-19 epidemic in Tunisia

and The Tunisia experience in fighting the Covid-19 (Dr .Mariem

Ghardallou)

2. Detection of Covid-19 amongst mobile vulnerable groups 

(migrants and refugees) (Ms Morgane Wirtz)

3.VODAN in Box: The Tunisian experience (Dr .Mariem Ghardallou)



The Tunisia experience in fighting the 
COVID-19 epidemic and the  

Epidemiological profile in Tunisia



COVID-19 response strategy in Tunisia

1- The first phase of managing the COVID-19 pandemic threat in Tunisia 

achievement of  the general objective of the implemented strategy: 

Curb the spread of SARS-CoV-2 within the population in order to avoid 

overshooting the response capacity of the health system.

2- The second phase : Targeted confinement New challenges arise: 

• Avoid a rebound that would again threaten the health system.

• The risk of rebound depends largely on the application of targeted confinement 

measures and the system's ability to detect, isolate and treat early all new cases.

3- The third phase :The Border opening phase



COVID-19 response strategy in Tunisia: 1st and 2nd 
Phases

The Basic principles: 5 Early :

1. Early detection of cases (indication of the 
PCR test)  

2. Early declaration of cases (confirmed by test 
laboratory)

3. Initial Early investigation + Contact tracing

4. Early isolation of all cases

5. Treatment and early management

Public health measures

1. Isolation of all positive cases

2. Quarantine of persons at risk(health

care providers, returnees, case 

contact persons)

3. General confinement and 

Targeted confinement 





COVID-19 response strategy in Tunisia: Adaptation of 
the "2P2R COVID-19" Response Plan during the 

border opening phase

 The third phase :The Border opening phase: Since the 27th June

The response strategy  to deal with this phase was based on  : 3 T (Test) 

T(Tracker) T (Tracer) To reduce the virus spread on the community 

1. A considerable increase in the testing capacity among travelers (the high risk 

group for Tunisia)

2. A considerable increase in the quarantine (tracking) 

3. A  considerable increase in the contact tracing (contact tracing) based on new 

digital tracing approaches.



Response Plan during the border opening 
phase:Principles

The principles of this strategy :

 To establish  health protocols taking into account the profile of the traveler on arrival 

(convenience tourism, medical tourism, international travel for international travel, 

Tunisian resident abroad or repatriated to Tunisia name) and the country of origin in 

order to prevent the introduction of the virus into the country

 To  Strengthen  the case detection system at all points of entry to  the territory

 To  use traveler identification, monitoring and tracking applications

 To  Strengthen the capacity for testing and screening of cases

 To  Strengthen the potential of health teams, in all health districts, to ensure the follow-

up of Tunisian residents on their return to their localities



Response Plan during the 
border opening phase:Recommandations

1- General recommendations for traveler :  Traveler's Notebook 

(Informations about the transmission and the quarantaine process) , 

Signature of a commitment, Health form (application » E7mi border » ),….)



Response Plan during the 
border opening phase:Recommandations

2- Specific measures by country of origin: :

Countries are classified into three levels of risk

according to scientific criteria and epidemiological

indicators using the different data sources

commonly used by the different international

organizations and based on a composite

indicator

And many updates of these classifications

were done according to the pandemic evolution



Response Plan during the 
border opening phase:Recommandations



The current epidemiological situation (August, 24, 2020)





Daily cases



Cumulative  cases

27 th June



27 th June



Challenges
Significant logistical and capacity constraints : ranging from :

the availability of qualified personnel to take precise samples and contact tracing 

and tracking activities

the time required for laboratory analysis and the availability of reagents 

 The use of digital applications could help improve the speed and efficiency of 

the DTC strategy, as adopted in some countries.

Many other challenges have to be tackled with the start of the academic year 



Challenges

◦ Ovrall, to overcome this pandemic ,challenges ( in the Tunisian context) 

are numerous but They are even more important when it ‘s the case of 

some vulnerable social categories such as migrants 

◦ And these latters are  the main target population for the Project VODAN in 

Tunisia: To determine the impact of COVID-19 crisis on health, social 

situation and mobility status of migrants from sub-Saharan Africa , 

hosted in Tunisia.



Migrants in Tunisia



•People arrive by plane,

boat or road

•No clear data, people are

isolated and

undocumented

Migrants in Tunisia



The first impact of Covid-19 on migrants is economic
precarious jobs – help from Tunisian associations



Troubles to pay the 
rent
Intervention of authorities 
and Tunisian associations



Difficult access to health care
undocumented – few knowledge of their rights



After the lockdown: exodus to Libya or Europe

4000 Tunisians arrived in Italy in July 2020 – hundreds of Sub-Saharans are 
crossing borders



Data collection: 
About 500 articles & press release collected in Libya, Niger and Tunisia thanks to 
the University of  Sousse and Sahara FM



About 120 interviews in Agadez (Niger), 
Tunis, Sousse, Sfax, Zarzis, Kalibia, 
Djerba, Kerkennah, Medinine (Tunisia) 
and Libya.

Thanks to: 

- VODAN
- University  of Sousse (6 students, Dr. 
Mariem Ghardallou, Zohra Touati, Pr. 
Hassen Boubakri, Pr. Ali Mtiraoui) 
- Ivorian students in Tunisia, students in 
Kenya and Uganda
- Journalists & researcher in Niger
- Fixer & interpreters in Tunisia
- Tilburg University & Pr. Mirjam van 
Reisen



The VODAN in box: Installation 



VODAN project steps

1. Technical installation of the VODAN FDPs

2.Local configuration 

3.Link to data 

4.Federated queries on the VODAN FDP

5.Documentation and training materials

6.Scaling the VODAN in a box 



VODAN project steps

1. Technical installation of the VODAN FDPs

2.Local configuration 

3.Link to data 

4.Federated queries on the VODAN FDP

5.Documentation and training materials

6.Scaling the VODAN in a box 



Technical installation of the FDP and 
local configuration 



3
1

uc.rnu.tn

Technical installation of the VODAN FDPs



Local configuration 



fdp.uc.rnu.tn



fdp.uc.rnu.tn

dsw.uc.rnu.tn

(localhost80:80)



fdp.uc.rnu.tn

Sparql.fdp.rnu.tn
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https://fdp.uc.rnu.tn/

https://fdp.uc.rnu.tn/
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Data entry and Link to data 



CEDAR Metadata

◦ For making metadata with CEDAR, there are 3 steps:

1. Create the MD form (or find an existing one)

2. Complete the MD form (enter MD)

3. Submit /Publish the MD form



VODAN-Data –Migrants-Tunisia



VODAN-MD –Migrants-Tunisia
◦ 1st step: Decide on the Metadata to collect



Creation of an account on CEDAR

https://metadatacenter.org/

https://metadatacenter.org/


Creation of the template



Sharing the template



Entry of DATA



Difficulties for the use of CEDAR Platform

How to publish MD???

Manually copy MD using the user interface or another

way ?



Metadata with CRF Wizard
http://localhost:8080/dashboard

http://localhost:8080/dashboard


Creation of new template with CRF 
Wizard



Creation of new template with CRF 
Wizard



Testing the MD entry with CRF Wizard



Difficulties  : Creation of reports !!



THANK YOU FOR YOUR
ATTENTION 


