
VODAN-THE USE OF CEDAR
PLATEFORM:EXPERIENCE OF TUNISIA

Prof:Mariem Ghardallou
Ms :Zohra Touati
University of Sousse (Tunisia)





ABOUT CEDAR

•CEDAR: Center for Expanded Data Annotation and Retrieval 

• was established in 2014 to create a computational ecosystem for development, evaluation, use, 
and refinement of biomedical metadata.

•Approach: is based on the use of metadata templatesà this later  define the data elements 
needed to describe particular types of biomedical researches.

•The templates include controlled terms and synonyms for specific data elements.

Reference: https://metadatacenter.org



WHAT CEDAR DOES….. 

Reference: https://metadatacenter.org



MAKING METADATA WITH CEDAR

3 steps that we can perform with CEDAR:

1- Decide on the Metadata to collect and make or find a form: Create or find
metdata formà With the use of controlled terms according to Bioportal

2- When we complete the creation of the MD form, we start entering metadata into
the form based on the template

3- Copy the form where it needs to go :submission and publishing MD form in a 
target locations and repositories (FDP)

Making Metadata with CEDAR: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Inyf5hOCwAU



I- CREATION OF THE TEMPLATE/FORM



VODAN-MD –MIGRANTS-TUNISIA
vThe Tunisia-FAIR Data Point contains the metadata of datasets and other artefacts related to the 
impact of COVID-19 crisis on health, social situation and mobility status of migrants from subshara
Africa , hosted in Tunisia. 

vTwo catalogs that will contain:

• national and international media reports published during the COVID-19 crisis and reporting 
events about migrants in Tunisia

•transcripted interviews conducted among migrants in Tunisia



VODAN-DATA –MIGRANTS-TUNISIA



VODAN-MD –MIGRANTS-TUNISIA
1st step: Decide on the Metadata to collect



VODAN-MD –MIGRANTS-TUNISIA

1st step: Make or find a form

Given that we didn’t find an exiciting form or 
template in the CEDAR repository that meet the goal 
of our work, we try to create a form specific to our
research.

So, an account in CEDAR was created



THE WORK SPACE ON CEDAR



THE CREATION A NEW TEMPLATE

Template =Form

It contain individual 
questions (Fields) 

The collections of those 
fields called Metadata 
Elements



THE CREATION A NEW TEMPLATE
3 goals for the CEDAR 

Metadata Template :
• defining the template 

questions
• documenting the order 

in which the questions 
and elements will 
appear

• describing the template 
artifact (name, 
provenance including 
creation and update 
times, and other 
characteristics.



HOW TO BUILT A BASIC METDATA TEMPLATE?



THE CREATION A NEW TEMPLATE



1ST STEP: PROVIDING  A HUMAN-READABLE LABEL, A 
UNIQUE IDENTIFIER, AND A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT THE 
TEMPLATE RESOURCE REPRESENTS

Name=Title (about 40-50 
characters )
Don’t need to append 
‘Template’ or ‘Form’



1ST STEP: PROVIDING  A HUMAN-READABLE LABEL, A 
UNIQUE IDENTIFIER, AND A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT THE 
TEMPLATE RESOURCE REPRESENTS

refers to an external 
identifier
You do not have to create 
an identifier à leave this 
field blank.



1ST STEP: PROVIDING  A HUMAN-READABLE LABEL, A 
UNIQUE IDENTIFIER, AND A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT THE 
TEMPLATE RESOURCE REPRESENTS

any length/ Describe the 
subject that the template is 
documenting



1ST STEP: PROVIDING  A HUMAN-READABLE LABEL, A 
UNIQUE IDENTIFIER, AND A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT THE 
TEMPLATE RESOURCE REPRESENTS



1ST STEP: PROVIDING  A HUMAN-READABLE LABEL, A 
UNIQUE IDENTIFIER, AND A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT THE 
TEMPLATE RESOURCE REPRESENTS



2ND STEP: ADDING FIELDS



2ND STEP: ADDING FIELDS

2 ways:

vby importing a stand-alone Field artifact which was created separately

vby defining a field within an Element resource or a Template resource. 



2ND STEP: ADDING A FIELD DEFINITION

To choose the type of file to add to the template à use the vertical selector at the upper right of 
the Template Designer window.

The common field type: text, 
date, mail, numeric



2ND STEP: ADDING A FIELD DEFINITION
To choose the type of file to add to the template à click on the ellipsis (three dots) icon to bring up 
many more field choices.

fields for data entry to customize 
presentation of the 

template



2ND STEP: CHOOSING AND CONFIGURING THE FIELD 
DEFINITION

For each data-entry field type, CEDAR supports certain options

The common options: 
Required, Multiple and 

values relations





2ND STEP: CHOOSING AND CONFIGURING THE FIELD 
DEFINITION

For each field , we have to specify  a name  àControlled terms (Bioportal ontologies)



2ND STEP: CHOOSING AND CONFIGURING THE FIELD
For each field , we have to specify  a name  àControlled terms (Bioportal ontologies)



2ND STEP: CHOOSING AND CONFIGURING THE FIELD 
DEFINITION

For each field , we have to specify  a name  àControlled terms (Bioportal ontologies)



2ND STEP: CHOOSING AND CONFIGURING THE FIELD
For each field , we have to specify  a name  àControlled terms (Bioportal ontologies)



TEXT FIELD



TEXT FIELD



3RD STEP: SAVING THE TEMPALTE



3RD STEP: SAVING THE TEMPLATE
After completing the creation of the template àsave the tempalte



3RD STEP: SAVING THE TEMPLATE
After completing the creation of the template and saving the tempalteà this template will
be added to the Workspace



3RD STEP: OVERVIEW

We can than select the open wiew option to get an overview



II- ENTERING METADATA



To complete the metdata form à Option « Popular »





After completing the form:



After completing the form:



To complete the metdata form à other Options: rename, copy and share ( with other
members team) 



III- SUBMISION OF METADATA ON CEDAR



PUBLISHING METDATA

1. Open view: will be accessible for all users

2. User process: for a specific other system 

3. Copy the MD and paste it

4. Submission to a target repository

Publishing Metadata with CEDAR: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HnHmihzEdQ



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 


