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MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

DATE HELD: Thursday 11 June 2020 
TIME:   6.00 pm via Zoom  
Present: 
Councillors: Cllrs John Wears(JW – Chair), Ron Clarke(RC), Lorraine Birkett(LB), Jimmy Gill(JG), Violet Rooke(VR), Karen Ferry(KF), Marilyn Irving(MI) and Irene Teasdale(IT)
In Attendance:
Helen Richardson(HR) – Clerk to the Community Council (minutes)
This meeting of Blakelaw and North Fenham Community Council was held via Zoom due to the ongoing Coronavirus(COVID19) pandemic.  Advice and guidance has been issued from the National Association of Local Councils(NALC) following changes regarding the holding of meetings electronically.

50/20.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Community Councillor Ann Keenan, this was due to issues in relation to logging on to Zoom.
51/20.  Declaration of Interests
· Violet Rook – Governor at Thomas Walling School and Governor with the North East Ambulance Service 

· Ron Clarke - 165 Estate TARA

· Karen Ferry – Blakelaw Club Juniors Football Club 

· Marilyn Irving – 165 Estate TARA and Fostering under Newcastle 

· Irene Teasdale – 165 Estate TARA and Mrs T’s Café 

52/20. Police Update 
Unfortunately, our Community Officer was unable to attend due to work commitments however he did provide an update regarding the area which was fed back to the meeting via the Chair.  As always community Councillors were asked 
53/20. Blakelaw Ward Councillors Update 

Newcastle City Councillor Linda Hobson submitted her apologies but provided an update to the Community Council which was fedback to the meeting via the Chair.
54/20. Minutes of Previous Meetings and Matters Arising 
The minutes of the meeting held on the 14 May 2020 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

In relation to matters arising, the chair confirmed that the keyworker “Thank You” cards had arrived and it was important to get them out to residents and businesses.  It was agreed that all Community Councillors would provide a list of those keyworkers and business they wished cards to be sent to.  These addresses would then be shared out between the Community councillors and cards would be delivered.
The Chair also confirmed the success of the recent raffle.  He thanked Community Councillor Karen Ferry for delivering all of the prizes to residents.  It was agreed that the feedback received had been excellent and residents seemed pleased to have something positive to focus on in the current climate.

55/20. Engie Update 

The Chair read out an update from Engie in relation to the Roundhill development.  The development was slowly coming back to life with contractors and tradesmen slowly coming back on site.  It was still too soon to know what impact the recent pandemic had had on timescales for the site.  Engie did however stress that the safety of their workers was of utmost importance.
56/20. Chairs Update 

The chair updated the meeting on what the community Council had been doing in supporting residents with during the corona virus pandemic.  The chair confirmed that a meeting had been arranged with Projects4Change to discuss the youth provision within the area as it was evident that ASB had increased in the area.

57/20. Update on Sub Groups 

Community Engagement Group – The Chair confirmed that he was pulling together a new addition of the newsletter.  The Chair asked that Community Councillors provide any articles they wished to have included in the newsletter as soon as possible.

Grants were discussed and it was confirmed that under the circumstances and the lack of applications and community trips a further raffle should be undertaken.  It was agreed that a budget of £300 would be allocated for prizes.

Environmental Group – VR brought the Community Council up to speed following the meeting of the Environmental Group.  Play Streets was briefly discussed and it was hoped that at some point in the future communities would be able to enjoy a community event like this.

An update was given in relation to the bin that was requested for the “black path” in that a review had taken place and bins had been placed however if it was thought a bin was needed to get bac in touch with the City council but that during the current pandemic no action would be taken.  
MI confirmed that the issues raised regarding an address in Abercrombie Place and their rubbish continued to get worse.  This has already been reported to YHN, it was agreed that this would be monitored.

A general discussion took place regarding litter and that an increase in litter had been noticed since Greggs and McDonalds had opened over the recent weeks.  IT confirmed that in the past Farm Foods had employed a litter picker in the past to remove their littler but IT was uncertain whether this still took place.  JG requested that something was put in the newsletter with regards to disposing of litter properly.
Employment Group – The Chair confirmed that an Employment Group was due to meet the first week in July 
58/20. Financial Matters  

As per transactions relating to 15 May 2020 – 11 June 2020

Per Bank:

Account 1






  
 £500.00

Account 2






  
 £51,327.84







Total

  
£51,827.84

Less: Payments;
Helen Richardson – May 2020 Salary 



£909.32

HMRC – May 2020






£352.26

Helen Richardson – June 2020 Salary



£909.32

HMRC – June 2020 





£352.46

Currys – June 2020






£5.00








Total
£2,528.36

Income 

Interest 







£10.53









Total £48,810.01
Closing balance as at 11 June 2020 (account 2)
 £48,810.01 

Closing balance as at 11 June 2020 (account 1)
 £500.00

59/20. Date and time of the next meeting 

The date and time of the next meeting is 9 July 2020 at 6pm via Zoom.
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