Blakelaw & North Fenham Community Council

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2018

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

Notes
1. The audit of accounts for Blakelaw & North Fenham Community This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
Council for the year ended 31 March 2018 has been completed and the of the AGAR must be published

by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.

accounts have been published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Blakelaw &
North Fenham Community Council on application to:
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copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return. copying costs
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PKF Littlejohn LLP PKF

Accountants &
business advisers

Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2017/18 in respect of
NL0020 Blakelaw & North Fenham Community Council

Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2018; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external

auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note below).
Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland)
and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

External auditor report 2017/18

On 28 September 2018 we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of Sections 1 and 2 of this
authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2018. We explained that we were
unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We are now in a position to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return requires amendments
as follows:

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return
(AGARY), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have
come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

1. The smaller authority has disclosed that it made proper provision during the year 2017/18 for the exercise of public
rights, by answering ‘Yes’ to Section 1, Assertion 4. However, as was reported last year, we are aware that it failed to do
this and therefore should have answered ‘No’ to this assertion. It has also disclosed that it took appropriate action on all
matters raised in reports from internal and external audit, by answering ‘Yes' to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the
basis of the above, is not correct.

2. The AGAR was not fully completed before submission for review:

e  Section 2, Box 2, the annual precept, does not agree to the figure published by the precepting authority. The
figures in Boxes 2 and 3 should read £24,581 and £6,657 respectively. All grants, including Council Tax
Support Grant, should be shown in Box 3, as per the guidance notes on the AGAR. In addition, the smaller
authority has not restated the prior year figures in Boxes 2 and 3, as reported in the prior year External
Auditor Report. Please ensure that amendments are corrected in the prior year comparatives when
completing next year’s AGAR.

3. The smaller authority has not addressed the ‘except for’ matters raised by the external auditor when qualifying the
prior year annual return. In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, the internal auditor has drawn
attention to the fact that no VAT reclaim has been made in 2017/18. Last year’s external audit report noted that no VAT
reclaim had been made in 2016/17. The smaller authority should ensure that action is taken to address this area of
weakness in a timely manner.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

External auditor certificate 2017/18

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return,
and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2018.
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2017/18

We acknowledge as the members of.

Rlakeiaw) und porkh €e~rovn (oommon e Coone, )

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2018, that:

f ‘Yes' means that this authorty.

. We have put in p‘a« e arrarger nrhts tor effective "han\, al prepared its accounting statements in accordance
managem:mt during the year and for the preparation of / with the Accounts and Audit Regufations
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s that could have a significant financial effect

> abiily of this authority to conduct its
‘)ustm, s or manage i s finances.

4 We growdo proper ﬁpponuw&y dumg :‘u— yea' for during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity t¢
the exercise of electors rights in accordance with the \/ inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.

ements of the Acc Lr\m and Aud“ Requ at ons

i
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5. We carried oul an assessment of the risks facit 19 this considered and documented the financial and other risks it
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those faces and dealt with them propefly
risks. including the introduction of interna! controls and/or \,/

external insurance where required.

b

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and arranged for a competent person. independent of the financial
effeclive system of internal audit of the accounting \/ controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
; s and contr ol systems internal controls meﬂt the nﬂeas ofthfs smaller aurhor'ry
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c ﬁan able. In our Capacty as the sole managing managing trustee of a focal trust or trusts
trustee we discha r accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and. if required. independent
examination ofr audit

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate shpe‘ for each ‘No' response. Describe how the authority
will address the weaknesses identified.

This Annuat Governance Statement is approved by this Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
authority and recorded as minute reference approval is given:
‘ g Chairman / A2,

dated 10 MAM 208 Clerk H e bhercSone

Other information required by the Transparency Codes (not part of Annual Governance Statement)
Authority web address
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2017/18 for
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Year ending Notes and guidance
31 March Please rourd all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any

2018 boxes biank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures must
£ agree [0 underlying financial records.

1. Balarces brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward lb \ 3 b ‘ 5 3 L \ as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
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rE“e;veo
3 f+‘ Totaf c:ther rece: pts . Total /ncome or rece/pis as recorded in the cachbook les<
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| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2018 the | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Accounting Statements in this Annual Governance and approved by this authority on this date:
Accountability Return present fairly the financial position . A
of this authority and its income and expenditure, 10 MAY 228
or properiy present receipts and payments. as the case
may be and recorded as minute reference:
Signed by Responsibie Financial Officer té’ 1%
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2017/18
In respect of Blakelaw & North Fenham Community Council NL0020

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2018; and

o confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2017/18

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

We have not yet completed our review work on the AGAR and supporting documentation. A final report detailing any qualifications and
‘other’ matters will be provided with the certificate of completion, following finalisation of the review.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We have not yet completed our review work on the AGAR and supporting documentation. A final report detailing any qualifications and
‘other’ matters will be provided with the certificate of completion, following finalisation of the review.

3 External auditor certificate 2017/18

We do not certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the
year ended 31 March 2018

We do not certify completion because:

We must complete our review work before certifying the completion of our review and the discharging of our responsibilities.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature ’PK\’ (J[}U j{j{qdb‘_ [(‘L“ > Date 28/09/2018

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews for 2017/18 in Auditor
Guidance Note AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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