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DATA PROTECTION
Your personal details are held on a computer belonging to an officer of the Coombe Abbey
Woodturners. Your details are purely for the use of the Club, and are not passed to any third
party. If you object to your name, address and telephone number being held on a computer
belonging to an officer of the Club, then please write to any member of the committee.

HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE

Woodturning can be dangerous! Always follow the manufacturers’ instructions and safety
advice when operating power tools. Never try the techniques shown at our demonstrations or
in our Newsletter if you are unsure or the procedure does not feel safe. Always use the
guarding and other safety equipment.

The Club takes reasonable care to operate and instruct in a safe manner and strongly recom-
mends all members to follow the Club’s Health and Safety rules and the guidance notes that
the AWGB issue in their Revolutions magazine from time to time.

Website: http://www.coombeabbeywoodturnersclub.net

Copy Deadline for the July 2020 issue of the Newsletter is:-
Wednesday 24th June 2020
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From the Editor

A great response
again from club
members submitting
their work for inclu-
sion in the Newslet-
ter. Without their
input I would not be
able to produce the
magazine in its present form so a big
thank you to them and please keep pic-
tures of your work coming and any oth-
er articles you can send to me. This also
applies to members who have not yet
sent in anything yet. Don’t be afraid it is
not a competition. If you are a beginner
your work is just as important as that of
someone who has been turning for
years. I have at last managed to get in
the workshop myself and the result is on
the back cover.
There is some very sad news this month
which you will see on page 20.
I can report that at the moment the
“Festival of Craft” at Coombe has not
yet been cancelled so watch this space
for any further news.
The “Charnwood” open day due to take
place in August has been cancelled
which is a great shame as I always en-
joyed this event as I am sure many oth-
ers in the club do.
Enjoy your turning but please stay safe

Axminster Tools &Machinery
Chestnut Products...................

34
36

and well.
Very best wishes to you all. Graham
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Chairman’s Jottings

Good day one and all. I hope this finds you all
well and keeping busy at home.

An update from Coombe, the car parks are
open, but only for the public to have a walk
around. The visitors centre and our workshop
remain closed to all.

The committee have decided that all future
Demos will be cancelled as is the Xmas party as

Brian Edwards

we simply couldn’t keep to social distancing within our spaces due to
lack of room. I’m sure you would all agree with this decision. Our health
and well being is paramount at this unsafe time.

I’m keeping my sanity by clear-
ing out my own workshop and
making a few little toys for grand-
children. (more on page 17).

My only hope is that all our members are trying to stay fit and well. I’m
looking forward to seeing you all again in the near future when this sorry
state of affairs has ended.
Please keep turning and God bless you all.
Brian.

oOo

One Line Philosopher:
A man can make up his mind quickly, if he has only a little to make up.
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Work by Gillian Henley-Clover

Hi Graham and yes, I am going to ask like every-
one else, how are you coping and how are you
both? I guess that the shut down caused by the
present situation has not altered your going out and
about that much - apart from the essential trips of
course. We are self- isolating.
I am sending you pictures of my recent wood
turned items and other hobbies.
Take care and best wishes.
Gil

►
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Work by John Morgan
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oOo

HENRYTAYLOR TOOLS
&

CHESTNUT FINISHES
Any item from the catalogue can be supplied
15% discount on Henry Taylor tools and
10% discount on Chestnut finishes

for Club members.
If you are needing further supplies through this lockdown then
please speak to Eric who will do his best to get them to you.

Ring: Eric Taylor on 02476 328831

oOo

Axminster Tools & Machinery (Nuneaton)
All Axminster stores are now closed.

If you wish to order equipment or supplies please use the website below

Website: https://www.axminster.co.uk
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Work by John Bradbury

I was sorry to read in last months newsletter
of the death of Reg Simms. Reg visited me in
my workshop once a week over a two year
period and we developed a lasting friendship.
Reg was a master of segmented candlesticks
so I made these candlesticks as a tribute to my
friend Reg.
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All events at Yandles have been cancelled up until
26th June 2020

26th June 2020Martin Saban-Smith, creator of Hampshire Sheen, will be here on Friday 26th

June 2020 between 5:30pm-7:30pm

We’re proud to announce Martin Saban-Smith, creator of Hampshire Sheen, will be here on

Friday 26th June 2020 between 5:30pm-7:30pm as part of our VIP HOURS! Martin will be

hosting a FREE demonstration “Excellence in Finishing” in store here at Yandles. Martin will

be using the range of Hampshire Sheen products throughout the evening. The demonstration is

completely FREE to attend &booking is not required however; seating is limited so wewould

advise getting in a little earlier! The Toolshop & self-selection timber centre will be open as

throughout the evening& there will be the opportunity to purchase at one-off sale pricing!

The last Friday on EVERYmonth Yandles will be open between 5:30pm-7:30pm hosting VIP

HOURS! Take advantage of exclusive, one-off deals available strictly for 2-hours only! A

different demonstration / focus on specific product lines will take place in store between these

hours as well as the chance to purchase at one off sale pricing!

Come down to Yandles Friday evening &watch the FREE demonstration, pick up some great

tips, meet theman behind the popular brandHampshire Sheen&BlackDogWorkshop&

pickup some one-off special offers!

If you need to contact us its
Yandles, Hurst Works, Martock TA12 6JU, 01935 822207

(option 1 for the Woodworking and Timber Shop)
or email . Sales@yandles.co.uk Website: Yandles.co.uk
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Work by Paul Friar

Hi graham
Hope you are well.
I have just finished off a furniture project.
After 2 years at night class, I have finally finished
off making my bed and side board cabinets.

From Beech and
Spalted Beech. The
Spalted Beech was 1
block cut into 3. So
the grain of the head
board and foot board
all line up. The 3rd
plank was used for
the drawer fronts .
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From start ....

... to finish

Serving and supporting CoombeAbbeyWoodturners

The ToolPost
Unit 7 Hawksworth, Southmead Industrial Park, Didcot, Oxon. OX11 7HR
01235 511101 www.toolpost.co.uk tour: http://goo.gl/maps/PsjFa

sharing expertise
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Work by Carole Nicholson

Hi Graham, I hope you & your wife are still
avoiding Covid-19. I also send my best wish-
es to all members.
I've found odd bits of wood in my piles so
have been a bit busy since lockdown. The
piece of copper beech root was interesting to
turn as it has no particular grain. I suppose it's
rather like a burr. The soft wood of the other
bowls was a bit resinous so got sticky when
sanded. I am very grateful to Eric who sup-
plied me with fresh supplies of net abrasive &
his son who delivered them. I don't get a good enough finish with tools
only to get by without it!! Carole
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Work by Brian Edwards
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Work by Phil Steele

Pole lathe Steam Box and Pole lathe

Steam Bending

Pole lathe legs and tools Pole lathe chair leg

Progress so far Ready to Glue
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June 6

September 3

October 1

October24

November 5

December 5

Calendar of Events

2020

Clem nse Baptist Church

Roger Gilbert Shilton

TBA Shilton

Gary Rance Baptist Church

Peter Wood Shilton

Christmas Party Baptist Church

oOo

Very Sad News
It is with very great sadness that on
Thursday 21st May we learned of the
death of JohnHoltom a very respected
member of Coombe AbbeyWoodturn-
ers.
John will be missed by many especial-
ly those who have received tuition
from John on Tuesdays in the club
workshop from when it opened in Au-
gust 2007 at Coombe Park. John was
also the first person to be awarded the
shield for “Club Member of the Year”
when this honour was introduced in
2010
We offer John’s family our sincere
condolences at this very difficult and
sad time. The Late John Holtom

20
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Have you paid your membership for this year?

If you have your Coombe Abbey membership card and your
AWGB membership card then you've paid.

CLUB

If not could you contact Janine Brindley as soon as possible
because your membership fee helps to maintain the workshop
even when we're not there.

Contact best through email treasurercawt@yahoo.com or text message to
07931417378. Please do not telephone because of problems at work

Membership Renewal costs
Individual £18 AWGB + £8 Coombe Abbey

Family £28 + £8 per person =family of two total £44

21



Work by Bill Randle

Hi Graham, hope you are keeping this virus at
bay. These are the items I have been turning
during the lockdown. Hope you like them.
Best regards, stay safe
Bill Randle.

22
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Let TMS look
after your Volvo
SALES // SERVICE

PARTS // ACCESSORIES
With over 300 years combined experience of working

with Volvo, nobody knows your Volvo like TMS.
With award-winning levels of customer service and

state-of-the-art facilities at Trinity Marina, what ever

your Volvo requirements, the TMS team can deliver.

Call inand
seeus soon!

Q U A L I T Y • C A R E • P E R S O N A L S E R V I C E

TMSVOLVOHINCKLEY
Trinity Marina, Coventry Rd,

Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10 0NF

TELEPHONE: 01455 632478

www.tmsmotorgroup.co.uk/volvo
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ALittle Bit of Down Under
By

Colin Grundy

Blackheart Sassafras, Tasmanian Sassafras
Scientific Name: Atherosperma moschatum

Heartwood is naturally a
grey to golden brown.
Some trees are infected
with a staining fungus
which causes colourful

streaks and veins of dark brown and black,
giving rise to the common name Blackheart
Sassafras. Sapwood is a pale yellow to whitish brown;

Banksia
Scientific Name: Banksia grandis
Banksia pods originate from southwestern Aus-
tralia. They grow on trees from the Banksia ge-
nus. However, of the many Banksia species,
typically only the pods from the Bull Banksia are
large enough and solid enough to be used for
woodturning applications.

Source – The Wood-Database.com

Red Kangaroo
Scientific Name: Macropus rufus
World's largest marsupial. Red kangaroos live in
Australia's deserts and open grasslands, gath-
ering in groups called mobs.
Source – National Geographic

This story starts in 2004, on our first trip toAustralia.We were flying into
Perth via Singapore, firstly to catch up with relatives and then going on
in a sort of figure of eight fashion around the Australian continent. One
thing that country's like Australia and New Zealand take seriously is that

26



of bio-security. Packed in the centre of my rucksack for safekeeping were
a couple of turned items as gifts for friends and relatives. Wood is one of
those items they will not let you bring into the country until it has been
checked for possible disease. So there we are at Perth Airport, standing
in the immigration queue busily trying to delve through our clothes and
other items to reach the offending articles. After a cursory glance, the
immigration officer waved us through with the typical Ozzie response,
“No worries.”
Our relatives moved out toAustralia in 1966 as “Ten pound Poms”. Most
of them are scattered around South Western Australia. On a walk in the
bush (their term for countryside), we had our first encounter with the
Banksia tree. Named after Joseph Banks, the naturalist who took part in
Captain James Cook's voyage to Australia (1768-1771), there are many
varieties of Banksia tree across the continent. The pods from these trees
are often used for woodturning, but only those from the Bull or Giant
Banksia are found suitable. Many pods were laying on the floor, but
tempted as we may have been, we didn't collect any. It was only the start
of our journey and we had many more thousands of miles to cover.
Upon flying into our next stop, Alice Springs, we were reminded again
about Australia's compulsion with bio-security. We had crossed the state
line from Western Australia to Northern Territory, and for many states
you are not allowed to bring in certain foodstuffs, especially fruit! Fruit
fly is considered most dangerous and can decimate the livelihood of
manyAustralian farmers. Fortunately for us, there was a waste bin where
we could dispose of our offending items before we were fined for
attempting to bring in contraband. The Eastern states don't seem to be
quite so hot on bio-security, but we have had quite intrusive checks at
other state borders on later trips!
Following further stops along the Eastern coast, we arrived in Hobart,
located in the South Eastern corner of Tasmania, to spend time with
friends. One of our trips out from Hobart, was to the small town of
Huonville and while there we visited the Hounville Wood Museum.
Tasmania has quite a large forestry industry, and some fairly unique trees.
The wood museum had a good a display of turned items, and also sold a
nice range of turning blanks, so yours truly purchased a lump of Black-
heart Sassafras. In Hobart, our friends Frank and Lynn introduced us to a
great little shop that among other craft items, also did a nice range of
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N e w

P r o d u c t

N e w

P r o d u c t

£299

B250 10” Premium Bandsaw

New Premium Grade 10''
Woodworking Bandsaw ideal for

woodturners

-Huge 6'' Cutting Depth Capacity -
10'' Cutting Width (Throat)
-Supplied with High Quality British
Made Blade
-Precision Ground Cast Iron Work
Table
-Quick Action Lock On Rip Fence -
Crosscutting Mitre Guide Included
-Quiet Induction Motor
-Mains Powered LED work Light -
Integral Dust Collection Tray
-Includes Floorstand
-Primarily used for Woodworking

Also availabe
B300 12” Premium Bandsaw £459
B350 14” Premium Bandsaw £579
Now in stock & on display in our

Leicester Showroom

For our full range of Bandsaws
call 01530 516926 for your FREE catalogue

or visit our website www.charnwood.net or showroom at
Cedar Court, Walker Road, Bardon Hill, Leicester, LE67 1TU
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leather materials. Kangaroo leather is one of the strongest leathers
around, so a quantity of kangaroo thonging was added to our luggage.
Returning via western Australia, gave us chance to collect a couple of
Banksia pods before heading home via South Africa. Our supplies were
safely packed in the centre of the rucksack. I imagine that the scan of our
luggage as we passed through the different airports must have given the
security operators a moment of head-scratching, but we were never
challenged at any point along the way.
Back home, it took a further five years before I summoned up the courage
to create something from my precious supplies. This was only in part
from the fear of ruining a nice piece of wood that had come half way
around the world with me, but also from the fact that soon after returning,
my lathe was packed away, as we moved from a land based home to our
floating home. On a trip out with the late Charlie Elliot to a woodturning
show I purchased a mini lathe that would operate from our on-board
generator, this gave me the opportunity to start turning again.

oOo

Phil Steele in his workshop - One happy man
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Work by Pat and Ann Flynn

Good Evening Graham
Just a few more pieces that I have created whilst
still in "Lockdown Isolation"
I have only been out of the house once in the past
8 weeks - that was for a hospital visit as I am
'shielded'
My wood selection is getting very low - so I am very limited in what I
can create
Ann is also occupying her time in 'lockdown' by making use of my
rejects and incorporating them in her flower arrangement displays
Regards
Pat & Ann

YEW JUG

WALL HANGING

30 ►



31



32



LOP-SIDED VESSEL
(Sp.Syc/Elm)

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
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Work by Eric Taylor

Evening Graham,
The candle stick is in Spalted Beech the
clock is a copy of one I did a while ago but
in Ash, first one was Oak, the bowl is in
Padauk, I did not enjoy this.
Eric
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Work by Terry Ivins

The attached pictures show a bowl made from
beech the size being 155.mm x 55.mm with a
decoration of a small raised area which has
been textured with the Sorby rotary texturing

tool. This
area was
then ebon-
ised and
then a light
cover of
Gold
Framing wax applied to the surface
of the texture.

The following pics are of a small bowl made out of a piece of beech
which was donated by a neighbour, the bowl is a simple form being in
side of 135.mm x 35.mm.
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Twist Drill Sharpening
Using The Sorby ProEdge.

By
Phil Steele

I don’t know about anyone else but I have always
struggled when it comes to sharpening metal
twist drills. In the past I have had hit and miss
results hand grinding and have acquired rather a
lot of abused badly ground or blunt drills.
I tried a Picador jig but again had mixed results,
I have wondered about some sort of jig for the Sorby Pro Edge. (Sorby
told me it wasn’t an option and there were too many variables).
I was recently watching some youtube clips and found one that made a
jig out of plywood for use with a grindstone and immediately wondered
if it could be adapted for the Sorby.
Basically it was a piece of plywood with a ‘V’ grove cut in at 59 degrees
The normal point on a drill is 118 degrees (thus 118 divided by 2 = 59).

I noted the next platform setting up from
90 degrees on the ProEdge was 80 de-
grees Which would give a 10 degrees
back clearance on the drill all I had to do
was sort the 59 degrees. It is recommend-
ed to have between 9 and 12 degrees back
Clearence.

I looked at bits of plywood like the
youtube clip but then realised the solu-
tion was already there with a slight mod-
ification to the ProEdge standard gouge
jig ‘V’ block.

38



What I did was take the standard gouge jig,
‘V’ block, and took out one of the slider
retaining screws and carefully turned until
I got the required 59 degrees

I now re-drilled and tapped the jig 4mm in
the new position and secured it. (The block
can easily be put back to standard as re-
quired)

It is not the precision tool room grind but
with a little practice is very effective and
very easy to use.

This is an example of a drill sharpened on
the Sorby the larger drills are easier than
the small drills but this is an eyesight prob-
lem rather than a problem with the setup.
However I now have a box full of really
sharp twist drills.
The modifications took less than 30 min-
utes and that included thinking time!
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“Crude Oil Spill” by Graham Ball.
The Vessel is from a lovely piece of Ash given to me some years ago by John Bradbury. The base is Oak.


