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KAS Open Meeting  

First Friday of 

Every Month 

___________________________ 

  March 6, 2020 @ 

Round Table Pizza, 

4200 Gosford Road, 

Suite 101, Bakersfield, CA 
____________________________  

Dinner & Social 6:30 pm 

Meeting/Program 7:30 pm 

Round Table Pizza: You are now able to order 

online or through the phone prior to arriving to 

the monthly meeting, by doing so you will 

receive customer rewards. 

http://www.roundtablepizza.com/rtp/  

661-397-1111  

 

The New 

Syzygy 

Join us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/syzygy/ 

New Members / Membership Renewal 

• You can join / renew at our 
monthly meetings with cash, 
check, or credit card 

• You can join / renew by mail using 
the form at the bottom of the 
newsletter 
 

Time to Renew Membership for 2020 
 

Visit our Web Page at https://www.kernastro.org 

 

Reach for the Stars 

 

Contact us at kernastronomicalsociety@gmail.com 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/DMcHpqCRCh72
http://www.roundtablepizza.com/rtp/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Month’s Events 

Upcoming Programs – 2020 

• March 6th – Angela Dorsey – Atomic Clock 

• April 3rd – Omer Blaes – TBD 

• May 1st – Tim Stoner – The Analemma 

• June 5th – Rod Guice – TBD   

• July – No Meeting 

• August 7th – Mark Morrison – Sofia 

• September 4th – Dark Sky Festival 

 

 

• Mar 6th – Monthly Meeting 

at Round Table Pizza 

• Mar 14th – Last Quarter 

Moon Star Party at 

Chuchupate 

• Mar 21st & Mar 22nd Wind 

Wolves Spring Nature 

Festival 

• Mar 21st – New Moon Star 

Party at Chuchupate 

• Mar 24th – Board Meeting 

at Doubletree 



  

Kern Astronomical Society (KAS) will host seven public “Star Parties” where we 

allow the public to look through our telescopes.  These events start at 7:00 pm and 

run to about 10:00 pm.  Here are the “weather permitting” dates and locations for 

2020. 

River Walk Park:  April 4th, June 7th, and September 26th (near the main entrance) 

Barnes & Noble:  May 2nd, August 29th, and October 24th (near the entrance) 

Panorama Park:  July 25th (corner of Linden St. and Panorama Dr.) 

Kern Astronomical Society Public Outreach 

Dr. Angie Dorsey is an aerospace engineer working 

at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, 

California.  She received her BS in Aerospace 

Engineering from the University of Alabama and a 

Ph.D. in Aerospace Engineering Sciences from the 

University of Colorado Boulder.  She works in the 

area of high precision, space borne GPS receivers 

for use in scientific applications.  She has been 

working on various space flight projects at JPL for 

20 years. 

March Speaker 



  

  

WIND WOLVES PRESERVE 7th ANNUAL SPRING NATURE FESTIVAL 

Saturday March 21 and Sunday March 22 

The Spring Nature Festival is Wind Wolves Preserve's biggest event of the year!   

KAS will be there on both Saturday and Sunday to set up telescopes for solar viewing and a table with other 

information about Astronomy and our Club.  All members are invited to come out and help.  Plan to arrive at 

9 AM to help set up.  Look for more information and a sign-up sheet at our next monthly meeting on March 1. 

The Festival features exhibits, hikes, native animals, and so much more.  No registration is required for any 

activities. The nature festival is absolutely free!  Will there be food? Yes!  There will be a limited number of 

local food vendors. But you may want to just bring your own picnic lunch! 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 



 

  

KAS Astrophotography 

 

 

  

Horsehead Nebula (Barnard 33) by:  Kyle Druey 

Orion Nebula (M42) with Trapezium by:  Timothy Stoner 

Witch’s Broom (NGC 6960) by:  Thien Ngo Milky Way with Dark Horse Nebula by:  Timothy Stoner 



  

  

  

Dewars Chew Nebula (NGC 2371) by:  Kyle Druey Eagle Nebula (M16) by:  Thien Ngo 

Dumbbell Nebula (M27) by:  Timothy Stoner February Snow Moon by:  Timothy Stoner 



 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Popular Spring Objects 
by Walter Albrecht 

 

Spring is coming fast and club members are cleaning their telescopes and watching the weather 

reports for clear nights.  Today we will talk about three objects that are popular with club members 

when they go up to the mountains to observe. 

 

 

M13 is a popular object at almost any star party 

and it is not hard to see why.  It is a bright globular 

cluster easily found between the bright stars Zeta 

and Eta Herculis in the constellation Hercules. In 

a pair of binoculars it appears as a fuzzy patch of 

light.  A six inch telescope may allow one to see 

some individual stars.  Large telescopes will reveal 

a multitude of stars like sugar crystals sprinkled on 

to black velvet. 

The Sombrero Galaxy is found in the constellation Virgo although many people prefer to look above the 

constellation Corvus to find it.  This edge on galaxy is known for the large dust lane that runs through it 

thus giving the appearance of a sombrero.  The dust lane may be glimpsed in a six inch telescope but 

larger apertures will make it more obvious. 

 



  

 

Epsilon Lyrae is also known as the 

double double in the constellation 

Lyra.  At first glance this will 

appear as a double star but upon 

closer examination each star is 

also a double.  The stars may be 

easily observed in a six inch 

telescope.  A good test for your 

telescope is to see if you can see 

the smaller pairs as well. 

 



KAS Sky Patrol Program 

by Walter Albrecht 
 

 
 

The KAS Sky Patrol is a program that will provide many activities to introduce KAS members to the exciting world of amateur 

astronomy.  In order to complete the program you will need a copy of the sky patrol workbook.  Workbooks will be available at 

our monthly meetings.  There are two levels in the KAS Sky Patrol program.  Level one has activities that can be completed in 

the city or suburbs.  Level two activities will probably need to be completed in a dark sky location.  Members are eligible to 

receive pins for completing the requisite number of activities in each level.  

 

The KAS Sky Patrol can be completed by any KAS club member. Just complete at least 5 activities from level one and you will 

receive a pin. Complete at least 5 observations from level two and you can receive a second pin. 

  

Many tasks are inspired by the Sky Puppies Observing Club from the Astronomical League.  Should a child under the age of 11 

wish to tackle the Sky Puppies Observing Club they will need to go online to the Astronomical League website for further 

information.  The Astronomical League will issue a pin if you complete their Sky Puppies program.  Remember that all KAS 

members are also members of the Astronomical League.  Please see a KAS board member for further information. 

 

Please note that the KAS Sky Patrol is a great family project and parents are encouraged to help their children complete the 

various tasks.  Some of the projects can be developed into science fair or STEM fair projects. 

 

For more information on the Astronomical League:   https://www.astroleague.org/ 
 

https://www.astroleague.org/


 

 

 KAS Board Members 

Kern Astronomical Society InfoShare 

Since 1956, the Kern Astronomical Society has promoted community awareness of current events in astronomy, and provides a forum 

for sharing of knowledge and experiences among amateur astronomers. Annual membership is $25.00 which also provides membership 

in the Amateur Astronomical League, access to their newsletter (Reflector Magazine), and participation in observational programs.   

The Kern Astronomical Society typically has two Club Star Parties each month depending on the weather.  Our Club Parties are held 

on Saturdays nearest the New Moon.  We also host Public Star Parties at various locations around town during April - October.  These 

parties are held on Saturdays nearest the first quarter Moon.  In addition, we also host Lunar, Solar, and Planetary viewing for Public 

Schools.  Requests may be directed to our Star Party Coordinator. 

   

Star Parties and Outreach 

The Kern Astronomical Society has telescopes and accessories (listed below) available for loan to Club Members in good standing.  

Members are encouraged to borrow the different types of telescopes in stock (especially if you are considering purchasing one).  Trying 

out different sizes and types of telescopes can help you make an informed decision about purchases.  If you have a Club telescope in 

your possession, you will be expected to participate in at least one public star party. 

• 6” f/6, 8” f/6, 10” f/5.6, 13” f/4.5 Dobsonian telescopes,  Parks Jovian 90, 3 ½” f/13 Maksukov-Cassegrain, 4” f/15 Unitron Refractor 

• 8” Solar Filter 

• Assorted eyepieces 

Club Equipment 

President:          Gregg Pytlak            ggpytlak@yahoo.com 
Vice President:         Diane Franco  dianef02@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:          Mary Hanel  hanels1125@att.net 
Secretary:          Angel Gil               angel.gil3021@email.bakersfieldcollege.edu 
Star Party Coordinator:        Darren Bly  dcbly@bak.rr.com 
Star Party Coordinator:        Darren Bly  dcbly@bak.rr.com 
Educational Committee Chair            Walter Albrecht            melchior1472@gmail.com 
Educational Youth Ambassador          Claire Im             claire2133@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor         Timothy Stoner            desert_enduro@hotmail.com 



 

Kern Astronomical Society 

 Membership New/Renewal     March 2020/2021 

Date:        _____________________________________________________ 

Name:       ____________________________________________________________________ 

Family Members:  ______________________________________________ 

Address:   ________________________________                            ________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________ 

Phone:      ____________________________________________________ 

Email:*       ___________________________________________________ 

 
My check# ________for (or cash) the amount of $ __________ is enclosed. 

                 (Check box)     

Yearly Membership                ☒  $25   March 2020 – March 2021 

 
 

Make checks payable to: KAS (or) Kern Astronomical Society 

You can also mail form and check to:   
KAS    
5501 Stockdale Hwy #10241 
Bakersfield, CA 93389 

 
** Please provide the email address where you wish to receive the KAS newsletter (if different than above) 

“SYZYGY”:   _________________________________________________________ 


