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RESPONSES TO 
JOINT MINERALS & WASTE PLAN CONSULTATION 

OCTOBER 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Waste and Minerals Plan 
 
Every local authority in the country must produce and regularly update a Minerals and Waste 
Local Plan. Minerals and Waste companies are asked to submit proposals for existing, or new, 
sites for consideration. The emerging plan goes through several public consultation stages 
and must be signed off by the Government. Now, the plan is a very early draft. 
 
Page 58 of the Consultation Paper says “6.41 By 2036, the following estimated arisings are 
expected within Central and Eastern Berkshire: 

• 725,000 tonnes per annum (tpa) non-hazardous waste; 

• 30,000 tpa hazardous waste; and  

• 680,000 tpa inert waste.”  
There is no justification or explanation for this assertion. 
 
This leads to the proposal of the following policy for which there is no justification: 
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Star Works 
 
Star Works brick making in the area allegedly dates to the Roman era – and Star Works itself 
dates back to the 1820s. Grundon bought the site in 1994 – when brick making stopped. 
However, it is now two separate operations. Landfill and a waste to energy plant for medical 
waste. 
 
Landfilling started in 1999. No commercial waste has been delivered to this site since April of 
this year. The site now only imports inert waste (soils and clays) used to restore the site to 
areas of grassland and woodland. This will be complete by January 2021.  
 
The waste to energy plant has a capacity of some 10,000 tonnes per annum and sorting takes 
place for an additional 3,000 tonnes per annum which is sent elsewhere. 
 
All the site is in the Green Belt. It has a complicated planning history which needs to be 
available so that it can inform the Plan. At the moment much of the planning history is 
unavailable. 
 
The Proposition 
 
“Grundon is promoting the permanent industrial area into the updated Waste Plan, to 
continue its use as an integrated waste management facility. The landfill area is not included 
in the promotion, as that is already being restored in line with our planning permission.” 
 
Grundon does not seek to explain what that integrated waste management facility might be 
or what engineering works or buildings may be required to exercise it. 
 
Grundon seeks to argue that it has had historic permissions to do a variety of industrial applications 
and that those permissions survived the current permissions that it exercises. “It further argues that 

historic applications resulted in the site currently generating some 90,000 tonnes equivalent of 
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lorry movements per year, which is similar to what which was put forward in our submission 
to the draft Plan. As such no significant change in lorry numbers from the site and onto the 
local road network is anticipated. “ 
 
(in fact, this assertion is wrong as ‘Current capacity c. 80,000 tonnes. Intention is to replace existing 
capacity with higher uses up in the waste hierarchy with a proposed new capacity of c. 100,000 tonnes 
per annum.’) 
 
The 80,000 tonnes Grundon currently claim to have include 70,000 tonnes related to the landfill 
permission which finishes in 2021. Therefore in fact only 10,000 tonnes survive as permitted. 
 

Background  
 
Policy W1 – object -  not meeting the test of soundness – failing the positively prepared test 
and the justification test. 
 

 
 
Waste sites should be located well away from residential properties where they have a 
detrimental impact on the quality of life for residents (as it currently does in Knowl Hill). Based 
on pollution, noise impacts, pests, safety and vehicle movements. As Knowl Hill is a large 
residential village in the green belt, waste facilities should not be located near residential 
properties. The effects of an increase in capacity at the site would be a substantial increase in 
odours, vehicle noise, light pollution, pests, and importantly the impact on family life on a 
24/7 operational basis, which is unfortunately already and currently in place.  
 
There is not a good enough sustainable vision for suitable transport links in the area. The A4 
is a known dangerous road with multiple injuries and fatalities over the last 10 years. See 
http://www.crashmap.co.uk/search  Any increase in heavy goods vehicles would be an 
increased and unacceptable health and safety risk to our community. The A4 is more likely to 
be grid locked affecting residents commuting time if capacity at the Star Works was 

http://www.crashmap.co.uk/search
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significantly increased. The A4 is the main route for traffic when the M4 is out of use as it will 
be intermittently until 2022.  
 
There is a significant recreational use of the area surrounding the Knowl Hill Star Works which 
include bridle ways, footpaths, The Chiltern Way, Knowl Hill Bridal Way Circuit and Sustrans 
Cycle Route; further development would impact considerably on these amenities and 
activities. 
 
 
Policy W2 – object – not meeting the test of soundness – failing the positively prepared test 
and the justification test. 
 

  
 
Existing waste sites should not receive any special protection or be automatically safeguarded 
from other development as this could encourage over landfill use or other waste 
development in one place. (As is the case in Knowl Hill) this would place undue pressure on 
one area within the waste and mineral plan).  
 
Waste management will change significantly through technology as they have in the past 
twenty years. This will make existing facilities and sites redundant and inappropriate.  
 
There is a significant recreational use of the area surrounding the Knowl Hill Star Works which 
include bridle ways, footpaths, The Chiltern Way, Knowl Hill Bridal Way Circuit and Sustrans 
Cycle Route; further development would impact considerably on these amenities and 
activities. 
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Policy W3 – object – not meeting the test of soundness – failing the positively prepared test 
and the justification test. 
 

 
 
As previously stated there is no justification contained in the consultation to support this 
assertion. It is quite possible that it will be less or materially different. 
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Policy W4 – object -  Policy W4 – object to Star Works and object to all site proposals following 
and again– not meeting the test of soundness – failing the positively prepared test and the 
justification test. Are you seeking a change to the policy? yes Reason for change landscape, 
habitats and species, transport, greenbelt and amenity impacts. 
 

 
 
Site allocations Star Works, Knowl Hill is not a suitable site for further waste operations due 
to its location in a village and within 50 yards of residential property.  
 
The potential of further lorries already using a saturated A4 would pose unacceptable health 
and safety risks for users.  
 
The landfill at Star Works is now in the restoration phase and in the process of being restored 
back to woodland. Any further development would be detrimental to the village and the 
landscape (see opposition to policy W2) There was only a need for a landfill in Knowl Hill and 
a waste facility due to a large hole created from clay extraction from 1994. 
 
Wokingham Borough Council committed to residents that when the landfill was completed 
that there would never be any further extensions to landfill in Knowl Hill. 
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Protection of Habitat and Species - Knowl Hill has several protected species including great 
crested newts and cattails. 
 
Knowl Hill is surrounded by designated important landscapes - Linden Hill Wood is ancient 
and protected. 
Prevailing winds carry unpleasant odours and noise across a wide radius of the site amongst 
others including: Warren Row, Bowsey Hill and Knowl Hill. 
 
As Knowl Hill is a large residential village in the green belt, waste facilities should not be 
located near residential properties. The effects of an increase in capacity at the site would be 
a substantial increase in odours, vehicle noise, light pollution, pests, and importantly the 
impact on family life on a 24/7 operational basis, which is unfortunately already and currently 
in place.  
 
There is not a good enough sustainable vision for suitable transport links in the area. The A4 
is a known dangerous road with multiple injuries and fatalities over the last 10 years. See 
http://www.crashmap.co.uk/search  Any increase in heavy goods vehicles would be an 
increased and unacceptable health and safety risk to our community. The A4 is more likely to 
be grid locked affecting residents commuting time if capacity at the Star Works was 
significantly increased. The A4 is the main route for traffic when the M4 is out of use as it will 
be intermittently until 2022.  
 
There is a significant recreational use of the area surrounding the Knowl Hill Star Works which 
include bridle ways, footpaths, The Chiltern Way, Knowl Hill Bridal Way Circuit and Sustrans 
Cycle Route; further development would impact considerably on these amenities and 
activities. 
 
 
Policy W5 – support 
 

 
 
This policy will support Star Works not being expanded 
 

http://www.crashmap.co.uk/search
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Policy DM1 – object – not meeting the test of soundness – failing the positively prepared test 
and the justification test. It fails to meet the test of soundness as there should be a 
presumption away from development in the Central and Eastern Berkshire. 
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Policy DM3 – support 
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Policy DM4 – support 
 

 
 
Policy DM5 – support 
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Policy DM6 – support 
 

 
 
Policy DM7 – support 
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Policy DM8 – support 
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Policy DM9 – support 
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Policy DM11 – support 
 

 
 
Policy DM12- support 
 

 
 
John Halsall & Graham Howe 
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